We have seen the future and it is... PlayStation.c 
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Its not driving Itsamotorized beat-down. 
Leave skid marks on 25 different tracks. 
Reduce your fellow drivers to roadkill. And 
if youre man enough to survive the hair- 
pin turns, you'll score a TURBO boost. 
Unless, of course, you get 86’ ed by a TNT 
crate. Plug in the Multi Tap adaptor and 
up to four players can race to the ugly fm- 
ish, With over 12 playable characters inall. 
Basically, its a full-blown war on wheels. 


www.playstation.com 
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CRASWTEAM RACING 


Once he gets behind the 
wheel, things get ugly. 
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Now comes the hard part... 

If you are a regular reader/subscriber, you probably noticed this issue shipped a week or so later than usual. Allow me to extend our 
apologies for getting it into your hands so late — it wasnt without good reason. We purposefully held off on the production of the magazine 
in order to bring back as much current and relevant PlayStation 2 information that we could gather, while Dave and | were in Japan during the 
week of September (3th. Inside, you'll find eight pages of actual game screen shots, hardware specs, last minute news and announcements, 
and the current list of both Japanese and North American developers and publishers who have signed up to produce gaming content on the black 
wanderbox. In addition, youll find our first-impressions on the actual hardware design and the games that were playable. bath at the press 
unveiling and the Tokyo Game Shaw. 

To a gaming geek, such as myself (which pretty much goes for the rest of the Dimension Publishing staff), the unveiling of new console hardware is always 
something to celebrate. While | feel it's important to focus on the here and пом, its almost impossible nat to catch the buzz and excitement that's being bandied 
about our industry for Sony's amazing PlayStation 2 and its unlimited potential as a gaming machine and so much more. While there haven't been any official 
announcements for an American launch date (which, most likely, wont come until next year's E3), you can at least try and rest comfortably with the thought that 
you will most certainly be playing games like Tekken Tag Tournament, Gran Turismo 2000, Dark Cloud and Street Fighter EX3 (among other US launch titles), аз 
well as your favorite DVD movies come the holidays next year. Granted, that seems like an excruciatingly long time to wait (especially with the knowledge that our © 
Japanese counterparts will be playing their brand-new PS2s in March) but, amazing current PlayStation titles like Naughty Dogs Crash Team Racing, Insomniacs 
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Spryo 2 and Capcom's Resident Evil 3 should, at the very least, help ease the pain and make the time go just a little bit faster. 
Thanks for reading and well see you next month. 
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GRE BG DO AV E CHRIS MAREK A DAME R 1 C DILLICIN A LEX 
F F WINDING KRAMER DPRETSEM HI PMACKA WINDING M E RZ 
— that the PS2 has Dave has spent this is a man whos ready to Mark was the editor of If you want to make Eric's life recently This month found Dillion Alex has been on the 
been officially unveiled, — month playing Spyro 2 slack. Hell work fur his law schaal newspa- monty іп the stock changed when a fluke hanging out with Belly road quite a bit lately. 
Gregs been acting very and CIR. The trip to about an haur, complain per where he — aw, market. invest in phone call from drum- Dancers and Although it can't be 
peculiar, The other day ‚Japan to see PS2 was fur about another hour, forget it! He is no Mountain Dew. So long — mer/musician Phil Transformers. Sick of confirmed, he was 
we found his passport, his highlight of the year. eat lunch, play afew longer ashamed tu as there are editors Collins came in while being bogged down with apparently seen at the 
a Ken Kutaragi mask Dive didnt really fitin games, surf the net go admit that he lacks with deadlines, there Eric was on arder-line wark, it seemed bay. by Candlestick 
and a crudely scrib- {оо well there. Hes = to the gym to wark out, serious journalism ere- will be panicking writers duty Eric 5 Phil now Thousand Arms wasn't Park, trying ta fish with 
bled-nut plan to infil- 4” and was heard in complain for another | dentials and is not who “Do the Dew’ ona converse weekly on the able to teach Dillion his Agetec fishing can- 
trate Sony of Japans mutter that “this entire hour, then go home, planning tn write a regular basis inorder state of the economy — ennugh shout the fine troller. Needless ta say, 
RED facilities in his country is in 3/4 scale.” Tomy Hawk is his hera book. He's just a regu- to squeeze а few more (Phil earns money, Eric art of picking up he didn't catch his 
desk drawer. Needless Не was seen cracking and зо is Buffy, ton. АЙ lar guy who enjoys hours into the day. Of — freeloads), and the women, as he now has limit... although he lied 
to say, were keeping his head on the subway that and he sometimes playing games end course Adam isnt one intricacies of Abe's a black eye, 2 false and said he did W © 
him under tight obser- trains, and his knees at takes Mondays off for a making babies and of these guys, he meets Oddworld. First, it was teeth. and an ingrown have to get this guy off 
vation. the bar and looks sore. much needed break. playing games. HIS deadlines, Peter Мах; now it's Phil. toe-nail. Thanks chivas! of the redneck games. 
REN TEEN o 
Mission Impossible, СТА, Spyro 2, GameDay Топу Hawk Pro Skater, Crash Team Racing. Wipeout 3, Grandia, Gran Turismo, NCAA Thousand Arms. Air Fishing, bowling, hunting 
Cloak and Dagger Metal 2000. NFL 2K, TRÀ Legacy of Kain, Jet thats it, Why? Look for Pac-Man World. [rash © GameBreaker, NFL Blitz Attack, Tony Hawk, and Nascar games... 
Gear Solid, Heist. Moto 3 the official strategy Team Racing and Un 7000, WWF Attitude nights by the fireplace waiting for а good 
quide! Jammer with Barry White. tabacee spewing sim 
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PREPARE. 


Coming to the PlayStation® game console. 
8 y S 


p ۳ © 1999 The 300 Company. All Rights Reserved. Crusaders of Might and Magic, New World Computing, 300, and their respective logos, DO 
PlayStation a ' 


are trademarks and/or service marks of The 300 Company in the U.S. and other countries. PlayStation and the PlayStation logos are 
registered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. All other trademarks belong to their respective owners. New World Computing 
is a division of The 300 Company. www.ddo.com 
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„ } Dur readers love us and we love our readers. It's a 
| magazine/reader leve- festival. Check out dur mail section 
- — A EM and үз see from the mail we get Q 
Аа news 
SELA “089552 There's а whole mess of gua news this issue including 
1Ч) , pp informative infos about Pokémen lawsuits, Monster Rancher _ 
ч 1 | TV. carmakers for GTZ, PS2 as a pay-per-view settop 
bux, a Seccer chick and Lammy in the arcade, 


We need to come up with a good, fun song that we can _ 
sing about the EXware section. A jingle. A little ditty that З 

kids caa sing at school or at home, Wha can make a — 
song like that for us? We need хотеле. 


песше | в 12 
Oh, wor. The пф section realy sinks this north. Host 9 bos 2 
af the codes arest going tn work far fu and theyre al E. 0 20 
for old games you dent саге about anymare anyway. dust AS "d zx 
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go ahead and move right on to the EXclisive section and 
forget ahout Elerste this time, ба. New. Shao! 
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It's the EXclusive you've been waiting for. Real live pictures of the | 
PS2 and stuff. OF course, we wouldn't just stop there. We also 

have some real cool pics and text for Spyro 2, Air Attack and 

Twisted Metal 4, 


We really get candid this time. This time it's a long chat 
with some dude who has something to do with Thrasher's 
Skate E Destroy. This is big and it's interesting and fon, ton. 


EXtrem 
[ж М a 
Crash is a bandicoot that has gone all bonkers and nutty with. 
the little racing go-karts that go тооп and round the tracks, 


wily v. n Lipping here, zigging there. Hes a wacky, crash, 
bendi-butt. 


- Z Fr 
51 Е 7 үка 
^ 


m | | 
-npecting . 
Most magazines have the kind of preview section that makes you 
: want tear off little pieces ta roll up between your thumb and index 
— = finger until they're quod and mooshy, then flick at your little sister. 
:Hüracore, rocking, car Not us. We don't use the kind of paper that you can do that with. 
blowing upaction is what ! 
Walken 
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Oh, yeah. EXcavate rocks the magazine with the best 
listing of games in the whole magazine, We've gut a list- 
ing of games right up above this descriptinn and title, 2 
but those are all games in this issue and theres по rs 
next ta them, sa the one in back is really better, - 


-" port Lieu. It's not Axiom, its Ixiom. Its 
nat Rabbit, it's Rabbit. i's things like these that we make 
sure to get right. We've been told by certain officials 
that this sets us apart from the crowd of others who don't 
make sure of these things, 
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It's the season, once again, for frenzied sports 
enthusiasm. Were enthused about the current sports games 
that are coming out and want everyone to be as happy — 5 4 p 
HII the new sparts games for 2000... Р А 
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metallic rating to the latest games that are either aut in - 3 
stores new, or will be shortly. Look closely at the score т — 

for a particular game, then st back for a few minutes and " Et moves in 

ich wor yan pull m ar nat Wa dink ний, nextaoor. 
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After a Mission 
Like This Comes 
All the Paperwork. 


WWW.armymen.com 


INTELLIGENT GANG WARFARE 

Earn Respect 9 
Get Work 

Fight in a Gang 


Betray your Hosses 


Join your Enemies 
Start Turf Wars 


Faster Cars. Busier Streets. 
Nastier Bad Guys. 


More Aggressive Police. 


And now, the FBI and the 


Army are getting involved. 


Ger THE DEMO AT: 
WWW.GTA2.COM ` 
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PlayStation and the PlayStation logos are registered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. The ratings icon is a trademark of the Interactive Digital Software Association. 


Grand Theft Auto Is Back. 
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RESPECT IS EVERY THING. 
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Dear PSExtreme, 


I wanted to thank you for 1) Introducing me into your 
mag and 2) Letting me know that there 15 someone out 
there that lets you know what games are coming out 
and which games are crap and what games are good 
And last 3) for making my first and only E3 expenence 
worthwhile. About 2 or 3 years аро ЕЗ was held in L А 
I work m the computer field with business software and 
have a friend who works in the gaming industry My 
friend offered me some tickets to ЕЗ and I was more 
then happy to get them. We had arranged to meet down 
at the expo. The big day came so with my 2-year-old 
I headed off to ЕЗ. First parking was a pam but | managed 
to find a place, second was the walk for 10 blocks with 
à 2-year-old, this ts not a easy thing to do. | got to the 
expo, and went to the booth to pick up my tickets but 
found out that my friend did not leave them there for 
me. | tried to contact him via cell phone but was not 
able to. After waiting for 2 hours outside of the expo 
and having paged and still having no luck I had to give 
up, and] know | would never get thru those great doors 
to see all the new games commg out that усаг I walked 
around a bit more, then said to myself, “well if I went 
thru all this trouble to get down here I may as well grab 
some free stuff.” Grabbing flyers and all other stuff, I 
had not noticed until | had gotten home that you had 
a stack of your magazines out for free. A few days after 
the expo | went thru my prab bag of frec stuff and saw 
your mag, and to this day I have been hooked | must 
say that your mag is very helpful and keeps me updated 
on what ıs going on 1n the gaming industry. and while 
I did not get thru the doors to ЕЗ the next best thing was 
finding your magazine, so ] wanted to thank you and 
yes | know this has been 2 or 3 years tn the coming but 
come on {һауе kids (Just joking) Keep up the good 
work over there Ona last note, when [ did subscribe 
to your mag your staff was very friendly and helpful 
unlike most companies that just want your cold hard 
cash. Again keep up the good work 


Hot Topi 
During recent media discussions Of videogame 
violence, I noticed very little mention of one thing 
sex. Although television critics often rant against: 
mount.of und vidieuce portrayed оп tw 
1 сл: «ан сү авоцслай 
i scx is het eee eee (Agent 
v. Tra, anyone?), it is rarely a part of videogames | 
tI have noticed thatnatoriy dere FT and N 
laria provide for suggestive and mature sexual | 
themes, respectively, but there is also ап entire: | 
atcgory labeled “ACK бе А фае ai mich applies 
© games that incjdes дар demiction of tex 
console game has ewer Баагьжїлэдей with anal a 
rating, however: Why not? After all; sex is an 
“unavoidable part of life. Whether we remain chaste 
anti! marriage меер anu. almect-all-af ux 
will eventually have same sort of sexual experience 
Оп the other hang, the vast maj оу of us will never | 


йе 


offspring > that tal 
(thankfully, the = process between those 
creatures is never depicted). But what about us 
humans? 
"seems s amc ed ит к mm د‎ dm 

X ual starkem i paing be al exe eme af mus 
categorien Tike thik! ege ii a gambe іе va | 
the sex is gratuitous. Players would be rewarded for 
completing à fi being shown digitized photos 
of butts and boobs, tor. example, or such pictures 
would be in the background of а just to titillate 
the audience. Since фе ын integral 
and фе game would sell more cop: 
under 18 market for videogames is Га 1 
over 18 market), most companies would nix these 
type of games for purely financial reasons. The 
tcOnd.categery a дан wieso wax: цас ix баг 
object of the game dating and relationship: 
simulation, if you will, The problem in this case 

that techno 73 vet Фараб ↄ fr 
sil the nuances; Fiel Їесї гэ amd соленое 
which are present in real-life relationships (: (sexual 
эг otherwise). These type of videogames denigrate | 
into nothing тоё than pornography. Instead of a 
‘Harlequin romance, we get a smut book 
Comic books, as with videogames, used to be viewed 
5 strictly childheéd. ee Або 
American adults stil e ieh 
es their Japanese coumtessente de. Ikete is finalls 
some recognition that artists and writers can tise the 
medium of comic books to create work which 
appeals to mature adults. Videogames have yet to 
make that leap; however, which is a shame. Releasing 
a few "M" or AO titles with sexual themes would 

o а long way towards erasing fie may | 
videogames as strictly “kiddie” fare. 
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end you have Sounds like 


Dear PS Extreme, 


Whenever | get my magazine the first thing] do ts go 
to your EXcavate sectton, and check out the hot new 
games that are out. 1 was looking at the platinum 
category, and was wondering how you gave Syphon 
Filter a higher rating than Metal Gear Solid 1 have 
played both these games, and think that MGS is far 
superior compared next to Syphon Filter Just look at 
the graphics alone! I had trouble with Syphon's 
controls: while Snake I was able to maneuver in my 
sleep! Just give me a little insight on how you made this 
» decision. 


Michael Mantese 
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PS - Your magazine rocks! 


They were only on» point apart, but regardless, the 


Dear PSExtreme. 


I love your magazine. its the bomb 1 just got а! 
PlayStation in April. [tried GamePro] Electric Gaming ` 
Monthly PSM. PlayStation Magazine, PSExtreme and 
that dumb one. EXPERT GAMER Out of af the! 
magazines, | liked yours and I would like to say 
something to the guy in the October 1999 ıssuc'who 
sard,’ 1 like Play Station Magazine better. because they 
have Demos" the guy s name was "BLaZeXIl". Now 
If you are reading this, Their magazine stinks! ı 
PlayStation Magazine had to send me a letter in the mail 
to try to get me to subscribe. but A: their. Mapázine 
stinks and B It costs $39 97. HELLO? That's too much! 
turned them down Well PSExtreme. you guys foch! 
Hey you guys are better than PlayStation Magazine 
You see, Гус been tracking Dino ( risis A checked, 
out Play Station Magazine's coverage. Well they don't 
have one page worth reading. ! looked at your arpicle 
WOW! There were two pages of Dino Cnsis You guys 
had more info than PlayStation Magazine. | just wanted 
to express what ] think of your magazine! YOU RE 
THE BOMB! 


Your PS EXTREME HH fan, 
James Brosher 
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James, we re mighty glad vou picked из over the 


Dear PSExtreme. 


| have yet to understand how you folks at PSExtreme y 
rate the two top football dawgs. MADDEN (the king 
of videogame football} and GAMEDAY (the young ” 
and tough) titles Over the past two years Madden has 
gotten an unfair shake at PSEx but I have to say this’ 
усаг the choice is crystal clear. 

GD 2000 seems to have been rushed, The game play 5} 
very jerky and the frame rate 15 even slower than that 
of Madden 2000. | never have liked the play 5016 ол 
screen on GD since they change it to what it is today. 
Shame on you 989. The "create player" set up 1s funny 


INTRODUCING THE 
NEWEST WAY TO 
PLAY BASKETBALL 


les thot put 


Сатега 


you т the action 


Addictive gameplay that’s 
fast and fun 


foxsports.com 


log on for more info, 
screenshots and downloads 
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Please. Super player?". Come on guys, the Madden method 
is the best and it's proven that over the past few years. 
As for graphics... orice again, Madden 2000 out shines GD 
2000. The "Blitz" look 989 decided to use is more like а 
muscle beach party in shoulder pads than a football game 
Let’s also not forget the frame smoothness. Madden 2000 
drives GD 2000 into the turf! 

I know you folks seem to have something against Madden 
but this year there is no doubt, MADDEN 2000 is the king 
of football. No question. I can't wait to see how these 
two games fair in your ratings. I'd have to say this year you 
Madden haters will have to eat pig skin and fess up! Make 
mine MADDEN! 


Deron 


Well, we rated the two last issue. What did you think of 
Dave's assessment? He gave the propers to Madden, but 
still rated GameDay higher. Does this anger you, or were 
you won over to the GD side by Dave 5 astute analytical 
skills? Нтттт? Tell us. Inquiring magazines need to 
know! 


Dear PSExtreme, 


You know, it is great that Sony decided to release GameDay 
2000 a couple weeks early, but 1 would have really preferred 
if they would ve spent a couple more weeks on it and worked 
the kınks out. The core of the game 15 awesome, but it is 
way too unpolished. I've played it for 3 days now, and here 
are the bugs that I've noticed so far: 

1) Every time one of my players gets injured, Dick Enberg 
says he is number 76. 

2) Players are equally fatigued whether they have been 
playing or not. Completely takes the point out of 
substitution, 

3) The Statistics say that my team has caused 0 fumbles, 
but yet I am leading the league in fumble recoveries, 

4) Play Editor function does not work in Season Mode. 
I'm not sure how widespread this one is. I called the 
people at Sony about it, and they said a few other people 
have this problem, but I guess it isn't in every game. I 
suppose I'm just unlucky. 

5) Instruction book says you can tum the salary cap олгой, 
but you can't, 

6) Some of the substitutions don't "stick" (kick returner) 

7) 50% of the time I get a safety I will get called for offsides 
when the computer kicks off to me. Then, I really get 
screwed because the CPU gets the ball back for some 
теазоп. 

8) If you intercept a ball and return it for a TD, the drive 
summary will be all screwed up. 

9) Release enough players from your team and the free 
agent pool will become filled up. 

10) I'm up by 40 points, miss an extra point, and Dickey 

boy says "that will be costly". 
F1) Why do X and L2+X do the exact same thing? 
Г 412) Some Rookies don't have names, regardless of whether 
they have been signed or not. 
3) Receivers can catch the ball in the air, land with both 

. feet3 yards out of bounds, and it will count as a catch. 

4) No forward motion. Nothing more annoying than diving 
>. fora first down, getting it by two yards, but then getting 
Жо kicked back 7 yards while I'm still on the ground to 


page «РЭ 


lose the first down 
15) Went undefeated in my season, but still had to play my 
playoff games on the road 
16) Ocassionally get called for intentional grounding when 
Ihave completed a pass. 
There they are. I really don't think there is any excuse 
for these relatively simple things not being fixed. Madden 
doesn't have al! these idiosyncrasies, does it? Maybe it 
does, and I've just never played it enough to find them. 


Later, 
Mike 


Whoa there partner! Dont you go bad-mouthing the big 

GD, now, pally. Those are all features you don ! seem to 

realize you wanted. 989 has taken the "Microsoft" approach 

to software development. Its worked great for them, hasnt 
it? Stop complaining and start conforming. But seriously... 

we have not experienced the rash of problems that you 
seem to be having, or have we had any other reports of 
problems of this nature (other than Dick Enberg... what 
are you going to do?). Have you tried exchanging it for 
a new copy? 


Dear PS Extreme, 


[recently picked up one of my old PSExtreme mags, March 
of 99, volume 4 issue 4. 1 was reading some of the X-mail 
and notice that once agam PlayStation thinks they are 
the best to walk this earth 

Putting down the Sega Dreamcast, saying that Sonic was 
a disappointment and it was "Flea Like", what the hell is 
that? And lacking precise control and bad camera angles, 
and no real sense of adventure. You must be talking about 
the Japanese version, cuz I played the American one, 
and all I have to say is PlayStation 2 better do some neat 
tricks with it's gay mascot "Crash Bandicoot", when Гуе 
played it and that game was just a fixed path like most 
PlayStation games... Sonic for one is the best damned game 
I've ever had to put my beautiful fingertips upon. And 
the other games, like Ready 2 Rumble and Soul Caliber, 
pretty much beat out anything I've ever seen, and Shenmue, 
which will be out at Christmas, actually beats out anything 
I've seen for PS2... Yes, PS2 will beat Dreamcast as far 
as graphics, but they can't produce games tike Sega has 
done over the past. Don't even mention Final Fantasy 7 or 
8 cuz they both are just button pushers just to show you 
the next video clip... nothing more and nothing less... And 
quite frankly, PSX has sucked since 96, that one year after 
it's release, the only good games for it were Resident 
Evil and D. And those games are being brought over to the 
Dreamcast, and Resident Evil is now sporting a first person 
view along with 3rd person., So don't think PSX or PS2 is 
the best...Cuz they aren't...Cuz Sega is gonna be on the 
Map for eternity *CENSORED*!,.. oh yea. Quote Papa 
Donk Donkz" close quotes.. 


Thanks for listening 
Ryan A.K.A. Da Jugpalo 


Of course we were talking about the Japanese version, 
numbnut. It was the April 99 issue and the Japanese version 
was the only one available to play. The Japanese launch 


рыбе piri. 


a 


of the Dreamcast was a Big disappointment We were hoping 
for some amazing games and we gotBlue Stinger, Godzilla 
and a buggy 3D Sonic. Stinky dingo-smeli! Well, the.U.S. 
launch has come and gone, and they did manage to get 
some great games ош the door. Hey, here ¥ an idea. Instead 
of limiting yourself to what Sega brings you, why not 
buy all the systems and play all the best games from etch? 
Then you can direct your fury toward the people who 
deserve it; the ones who are trying to get you to buy dingo- 
stinky games, not the companies who are making the 
hardware to play them on. You're knogking our Mead 
against a brick wall if you're going to go around trying to 
convince people one company is better than another. Life 
is constantly changing, friend Juggqlo. There never been 
only one system to play. When at first there was Atari, there 
was also Colecovision and Vectrex, all with grpat games 
to play. Then Nintendo stepped in with the NES and Sega 
came along with the Master System and theyboth had 
awesome games to play. It was good to have both. Next 
Nintendo brought us the SNES and Sega the Génesis, and 
there was the Jaguar 3DO, etc. Once again, emm ere 
treated to a great variety of god games (as wel as plenty 
of stinkers all around). Then the PSX came knogking, and 
Sega and Nintendo answered with the Saturn and N64. 
Saturn had some good games, but Sega had theif collective 
heads in their proverbial rears and it died quickly, but they 
all still brought some great games to play. Now, we are 
reaching another pertod of change, and the Dreankcast 
will bring good games, hut PS2 and others (Dolphin??) 
will also soon come, and they will all have an dbundance 
of fun games to play. Buy them all and you may become 
a happy gamer instead of a bitter system basher. 


Dear PS Extreme, 


| want to talk about the Sega Dreamcast, let me start out 
by sayıng that most real gamers play multiple systems, I 
have a Sony Playstation, a Neo-Geo Pocket Color, a 366mhz 
PC, and most recently a Sega Dreamcast. Now tẹ all those 
who have been rippin' on the Dreamcast for the last month, 
if you want to sit around and bash Sega's latest gaming 
platform, fine! But if the Sony Playstation is all that you 
play games on then you my friends are uncool, You gan't 
judge a system limiting yourself to only one gaming 
platform, besides; having multiple systems at market is 
better for us consumers, the games are better, prices are 
lower, and the support is greater. So if you are V/aiting for 
the Playstation 2, give Dreamcast some slack, because 
without it you could be paying a fortune for it. 


ATRU-GAMER 
Y 
What? Were you looking over our shoulders when we were 
typing our last reply?? You hit the nail right on tha shoulder! 
You must have ESPN. : | 


Address all mail rfo” 

E хм. A. 
Dimension Publishing’ 
A135 Chess Drive, Suife E 
Foster City. CA 94404 
e-mail: ds wake.nct . 
You can bug Greg now. 
OFF @ quakenet 


TEX xd Legacy 


Fighting Force 2888 "Tha, 
| — TAX aee 
sooo diee ous 


Fein Enter their world 
88882853, at eidos.com 


7 ЕТТЕ 
k 8 2 


— — 


ат eriy 
GAMES CHARACTER 


F red Wedemerks of Eidos Interactive, bie. Fighting Fotos 2, Tomb Raider: The Last Revelation, Core and the Cora logo are ай 
mais ol Core Das Lr Fear Elec! is i trademark of Eidos Inaracive. Legacy ol Kain: Soul Reaver ja а wedemark of Crystal Dynamics, — — 
tre by be red trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. The sailings icon 5 of the | Ону! Sofware Аваад, Tiie- this adeerieament 


ас. 


{а Т {һе Free Home of the litigious | | 
а! means Yen nding to engage in 
lawsuits, pak 


What a great country we live in. After having spent a week in Japan in mid-September in 
order to dribble across the lids of the first production PlayStation 2 systems, the PS Extreme 
| editorial staff has decided that the US and particularly California is the greatest place 
өп блг. After spending a work eating the weird runny eggs that the Japanese prefer for breakfast 
: (ick), riding super-packed subways and forking out eight dollars per beer in tha local. bars, wir 
dem nme alll n nin in the Golden State. 
qaa inm ШЕН ЧИН wo low: the US is our suc-happy populace. Take, for instancs, йе бап Liege tram: wust af Milbeug, Т | 
Уныг, Hi етй. Milberg ct. al.,.2 Southern California lawfirm, recently filed.a suit againat Nintondo-snd Wizards of the В 
ng iiai tee] Bea game guoduced by МОС under license ftom the Big. N ie mathing хэмээг teen lagalian! gambling | 


ET P agenda behinchiix: Pokemon card game ts to force kits Ibn. more eal Incl 
RER EN value Томина. Simoe tar валі decks аре all random, Kids have vo-purchase many- packs нуга 
1 - Buggers. Roddy was quoted in online newspaper SignOsSanBidgo com as saving "If мам hare those 
E : о new it’s egal gambling. Is nothing more than a lottery disguised as a kids? game: 
There‘ ome rocket setsaee for yog. All this timc, we-were thinking diat Nintendo and Wizards of the Coad. Mere chartae, порргаб 
Ж E онен chile у эче тыс Sod ou hk wa! — hoy re actually ахай busmessi 


may CARS e Po tun bie re У жау ЖП. aim i eh um | 
: y tty to make а beck. We went also suitably-horifiad:to fi i | | fòt trading cards. 1 


{ i „Overcome their disappointment it g Out: агре Өгч а 
world? Or would Kevin Rodiy Megane bigger “бензин, — car ne tool aroud Stn Di 


eli ин prea ti ma er gte A O PA 
eee ی‎ nas | 
è Lerch s ninth lawsuit a 


And Spealing of Pore 27 3 4 in ТП HEE list 


While America is йрй . ns of heike Frenz) them ард В LIU — = sisirig around in circles, 
number of other cäinpanion dagling- ger thoi бой the ple: Vi Ї 
may: have already 60886 дина ce Digi: Mc ман 4 


Teomo wants iS Sig eS "wr are fight Sn шла 

Monster Rancher-to-the-altimate fest, hiddy TV | 

Fledgling Bobbet e —— — outside Тарап. 

began showing episodesof Monster Rancher five mes & N 

P MEN . jaat ne Босае седане Ma aah сз Fun «Aa Ros + Мэн Мэн * Аай + BMW > Chevrole: 
Ww that. wows. "Сум 5443-5411! S УЛ Л 

Monster Ranaher A а Jeung Boy 4 omes DV" Биг Ford + Honda 

transported tothe kooky: Monter Rancherworld. Gen mua asy еш = Lancia б ^ Manta + Mercedes-Benz 

stone discs to Deed monsters in Mis effert f hedemo бас urcatest к Маску v MO Mn * Mitsubishi » Nissan . Opel 

monster breader бепе world. Yes; jt a sounds suspicisty баайа Wut — — — 

right down to the ball. Caf i Perhaps Wia, 1 а "m Р — 

Weiss, Bershad, Мйне», and Lerne would is Пех then Î 

muscles beri inet i ا‎ mak =з 


— € 


| FHT Cable and Game у fer- Hen Box! ust When You thought | 


сот dodin = р BL Soccer Chich IE 
*set-top box” tag (mostly because it’s such: he compe | 


Ёл the PS PS2 press conference in — than 

| ! жойда more „= rtg 
That concept was given more credence ib жой following the presos IE qroun sired. of the photos of whas's-kes-name Ке» 

| when Japanese newspaper The Nihon Keizai Shimbun ram au interesting ven game withing shot during this past Summer's 


interview with Ken Kutaragi, head honcho of Sony Computer Entertainment. | е, shart 

In the article, Kutaragi revealed plans for Sony to begin ре дс апа EE —— — Now eem 
distribution of digital movies sometime a the beginning ofthe next Millennium, af licking his chops over fi . a Al E = К е, 

most likely around *02 V George re Rooter: =% [M fHoorah for pe 
as one of the people thes" wees wing ahud Ue Ra О | eee id ya шиний оре a 
nep equis БА" $ got something to say about it, friends. 


In a similarly related press release, Sany also revealed that they plan te use Electronic Sealed «она 
the PS2 as “a platform for Internet-baged electronic distribution of digital will ee — ä———— ee hie Pond 


content in 2001.” Sony hopes 0 establish "broadband district - in FIFA 2000: Major League Soccer. Por the record, 
content, beginning with the PlayStation and PlayStation® egg, n mp: мен зг am b es e her shirt afte: 
is hoping that, by pairing the PS i fast бено бийс, ` soris Bie эсэгэ, doa). Tha as Brandi Chastain. 
able to pay for and download games то hard disc divos that will be able to loge abesse captain of thie teaa and managed to keep 
ПЕ Plug into the PS2’s IEEE 1394, USB of ROMIGA poss. Sosyal her clothes on throuyhiout the World Cup. Julie Foudy 
an electronic transaction system. which means it should be simple for Junior has done commentary for ABC, ESPN and ESPN2. but 
to filch Mom's credit card and run up a really nasty bill downloading games ie’ Mawar woken ial Period and scrcamcd 


into his PlayStation 2. “Goooocooooooall HI!” tike dat one guy on Telemundo 
_ does. 
FF France 
pus wer боой И actually considered а sport, the D 
> ebd ii ож m die; Limited: States and 
* * om новда to pay en te again. 


ta, ri ciii Japanese newspaper Nikkei Industrial Doily reports that Um Jammer Lammy 

giit aon be fte Wing. Bust A-Grogve 's-dancin' shoes, thanks to Матоо. 

© Unlike the ptun old PlayStation version of Lammy, where you simply whack away on the buttons, Namco's 
| plans include creating u unique guitar controller tor the arcade раме, One could only imagine that it would be 

Tike same às the controller Конана created for their roek game, Guitar Freaks. This will also be the 

Von icm thas a Sony-deaslopad! game has sioyed ойд af the home console меб into the arcades 


—— — — 
— —— - 
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(ий PlayStation 


White most of the accessortes reviewed in Eware are standard stuff, it is Important to черная 
eye out for Items that “break the mold” a bit. An example is the PC Works review featured in this еме. 
€ sure ian't a PlayStation specific speaker set, but а simple adapter has it working great wth any PES 

Keep this in mind when you're searching fer thet pariant net lust hae # danas ê меша 
а PSX label slapped on it, doesn't mean it can't work, 


haother accessory, the Home Arcade System, get im to ehr Rew some FT ore d. 
folks out there have their gaming systems setup. So 06 0 remit, we have Ебнсге castes! =} Sama. ш i 
picture of your "ultimate gaming rig,” The best setup will win a mystery prize. 


keep the questions coming - psexware@aol.com. 


PC Works € — — 7" 
Manufacturer: Cambridge Soundworks a | 
MSRP: $49.95 | 


Not everyone is lucky enough io nave а stereo 
system connected fo his ӨР her Paystotion — — 4 
Scary 06 it sounds, I'm sure some of you are: 

mt to no — хун өз فت و دسر‎ 


allows it to work splendidly with a PSX. 

Some of feo ania > antc eu E en | o9 4 a — 
Soeben, the PC Werkt set МАТ much fo lask br in Fort, when you fect apy vibe ina yee re бла 
to wander why you just ерөөх $50 on such d diminutive Set of speakers. Once you hook trem up 
though, you wil гербам sey абый бе сан, 
portable, tnd he mini stereo connector ойома you fo easily connect the art то other devices, 
sch ов ч portable СО player. The PC Werks apeekers are. ue Sd ва hos са шимж 
the satelites right next to your television without worry of interference 


== PC works species - 


— — - 
shake the cv. It well five you d definite tente of Dem frere." if you dont yet have a stereo 


ee to your PEX gie dha PC of set soma Pi 
е |i vip 
out не adapter. Hare's 


. qr md dno e Ra. 


2 хэмээ vot E NUM 
aecade sick. 


The standard — dd 
E Ll oli Ви ae 8 зэвэг ЕЧ 
moves, Granted, you can use the shoulder buttons, S Lage a 


standard FOR сона! (oo питье e ‘ — eat ES > 
support 
The small cus of the Pro-Shock Arcade makes it a perfect lap joystick. This is o nice unit tf you have 


umited space: 3 2 
2 سے‎ UR Pr Re tn са RE ран 
thumb and forefinger. 

The only problem with the Pro-Shock Arcade is the lack of а weighted bottom. Because the unit 
— — S 
likely to move the stick while playing 
— LEN LS жээ! 
do so — — 
Shock Arcade № a perfect choice 


| Manufacturer: Blaze 
x b. “ 
| MSRP: $79.95 
| 
| 
! 1 ани 


бие ирин DIT ЕК ААЙ 

a , а PEX two costrolers, ва arcade stiek, a sieer- 

ing wheel, and 25 PSX games; ай of this in а unit with a footprint of 

less than four square feet. With a monitor, the unit stands approximately four to five feet 


мй. 
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1999 3d'x Interactve nc 


> 
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Console gaming 
can really be a lot of fun. 
50 Can finger puppets. 


You might want to give 
those a whi r1,too. 


4 \ 3dfx РС Accelerators. There's a better Way to game. There's a reason why you're not stil! praying with stuffed animals. There's also a 
reason why you shoutdn't stil: be playing on a console Actually, it's the same reason They both suck The fact is, when enhanced with a 3dfx 


Voodoo graphics accelerator, the performance and visual effects on your PC will blow your console out of the water So check one out today. df | 
m 


And leave the coloring and stuff to the console guys. For more information, check out www.3dfx.com. So powerful, it's kind of ridiculous. 3 


The 3dfx PC Gaming Experience | г Resolutions | Hard Core Games Internet Play | Free Levels Off The Net 
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SEND US YOUR 
‚ CODES AND WIN ; 
| BIG PRIZES! 


Each month we'll pick the best code sent 
К In by our loyal and intelligent readers 
and send that person a brand spankin’ 
^4 New сору of AGETEC's hot destruction ; 
T. game for the PlayStation, Armored Core: + 
P Project Phantasma of, if you're funky- 
‚ funky, fresh. AGETEC's ASCII Sphere X60 
3: (you decide), But wait! That's nof all: if 
vou act now. we'll also include AGETEC' s 
super stylish ASCH Grip one-handed 
controller for the PlayStation, for your 
controlling pleasure, PLUS twelve (12) 
free issues of the bast, the first, monthly 
¢. dedicated PlayStation magazine, 
PSExtreme, of course! Whod! That's a lot 
of cool stuff for just a code; what are 
you waiting for? 


WE HAVE A WINNER! 


A soft and fuzzy Thank-you this month to 


Patrix Cox from Orange Park, FL Patriek 13 


submitted so many codes for this issue 
ond the last, we're considering firing 
2. Toole and hiring him! 


Sled Storm 


» STORM SLED 
Enter the options screen, select the 


foad/save option, and display the password | 


screen, Then, eter ©. 69, ® 
ШШ. ©. @ as a password То untock the 
Storm Sled in single race mode 

* PLAY AS JACKAL 
Enter the options screen, select the 
load/save option, and dispiay the password 
screen. Then, enter IER. a, (0. CER. (P 
Das a password. 


ve Wer Veil 


It hae come to our attention that some of the codes submitted by our 
readers were out-and-out stolen directly from www.cheatec.com and ЩЧ 
other web sites. This ia not cool. И you're going to submit a code, you ES 
have to explain how to do the code In your own words. You cannot 
just copy/paste the text from someone's web elte and clalm it as your 
own. This is plagiarism. Get with it, peeps. Don't make yousaif look 
silty In print. 


sponsored by 


the tools of the trade 
—— É—— «codes hints & tips 


0969 


Load the game on two linked PlayStations. 
Select "Options", then "Game Setup", then 
"Default Names", and "Default Name Player 
One". Change the default name on both 
PlayStations to LINK. The screen will flash to 
confirm correct code entry. Choose the new 
“Establish Link" selection on the options screen 
on both PlayStations. The first PlayStation То 
enable thus option will be set as the master, 
and the other PlayStation will be designated 
the slave. Select the number of players (up to 
two per PlayStation), then choose а single race 
or eliminator mode (on the master 
PlayStation). If a single race was selected, 
choose d class and track. Select a vehicle to 
start the race. 


Enter а code below as а "Default Name": 
Unlock АП Tracks: WIZZPIG 

Extra Vehicles: JAZZNAZ 

Phantom Class: AVINIT 

Codes submitted by Patrick Cox 


Enter Name For Record Keepingwith one of the 
following player names and PIN numbers. 
Name 


Number 
1197 


Press Turbo, Jump, and Pass to change the 
icons. The numbers indicate the number of 
times to press each button. Press the D-pad in 
the direction to enable the code. if entered 
correctly, you will see the name and hear a 


sound. 
(E E E Combination 
Infinite turbo. 514 Up 


Fast turbo running. 
Power-up offense.. 
Power-up defense..... 
Power-up teammates . 
Power- up blockers... 2 
Super blrtzing .. .. . . . .. 0-4-5 Up 


Super field goals... 1-2-3 Left гч С iilis 1 EI E ms 
No interceptions ............................5-%-Ф%Ф Up 

No random fumbles .......................4-2-3 Down ‚ GAME 

No first downs ...... ... . 2-1-0 Up А 


nn nn a Codez < 
Ч Welcome to the Game Shark section. Each month we ist the 


Nees 1-5-1 Up 


Green Bay Packers playbook ......1-2-2 Left 4 


Allow stepping out of bounds..... 2-1-1 Left | Warning Th — (nio pinu i 
Fast passes .. Sandisk 2-5 ОЕ — — — k. 

Turn off an: ———————.5-0˙0 Left www.gameshark.com, www.cirigsccr.com or 

Late hits 77777789 0-1-0 Up * www.datel.co.uk. K you find a code doesn't work, you mo; 


‘need to upgrade your Game Shark. Check your instruction 
manual for details, 
G (Most of these codes are “unofficial” and may or may not work: J 


Show field goal *... .. . 
Show punt hang meter.. 


Use team plays .1-0-0 Up f Correctly at all. Use at your own risk.) 
Hide receiver name .1-0-2 Right —— — A 
Invisible receiver highlight ...........5-3-3 Left — — -— 
Invisible... „473-3 Up | ENTEVIL CHA СТЕ Feloay Bar Is Empty 800973C8 0000 
eea 0-5-0 Right At the Tite Screen press Ө, Gy, 69, ©, ©, ©, p step Tier . 800C6E62 D600 ; 
Big head . . . esee 270-0 Right D. and ©. You should hear a confirmation 800С6Е64 0Е28 у, 
Huge head ..0-4-0 Up sound if you input the code correctly. Then go wi RR IET — 0044 | 
No head...... „3-2-1 Left oF e Ea ог КЕЙ. | 009АЕ54 FFFF '( 
— d into Free Mode and press erther Ш ог БЕЙ scalp Meter MEMO e 

eadiess team.. „1-2-3 Right Now you can select from Leon, Claire, and : ; 

omb Never Blom М. 80097428 0000 !3 

Team tiny players . . 3-1-0 Right Zombie. Ч ёс Mode ivil 20096084 000с' 
Team big р!ауег»............................. 1-4-1 Right Codes submitted by Robert Pulaski D. 20092096 012C ; 


Team big heads .............. 
No play selection (Note 1] 
Show more field [Note 1] .. 
No CPU assistance [Note 1]. 


.2-0-3 Right nm а {= — | Miss. Goes р | 
„1-1-5 Left Nave All 71% ..,.800c6c94 0064 3 
Enable All Tracks 800964А0 0004 ^ 
Imvincibility Cheat 80086414 РРРЕ 


..0-1-2 Down 


Power-up speed [Note 1]... .........4-0-4 Left ns caf W id — — | 
Hyper blitz [Note 1]......................... $-5-5 Up b * ,..9008644E FFFF | 
Smart CPU opponent [Note 2].....3-1-4 Down 80086484 FFFE ! 
Tournament mode [Note 3]..........1-1-1 Down 80086486 FFFF $ 


Always quarterback [Note 4]. ...2-2-2 Left 
Always receiver [Note 4] .... " 
Old day stadium . serre 


1— *. 8008648С РРРЕ У 
5 8008648Е FFFF 

lam оваа 30086474 Frre j| 

FE. 80086476 rrrr ; 


Day stadium e  Antipodean Cheat = 80086564 FFFE | 
City stadium...... f e ««««..80086566 FFFF 1 
Old night stadium m kisar mode = == == B8009ADAA FFFF Àj 
Night stadium ....... : Low Gravity Mode 8009D5A8 0001 | 


ckwards Mode -8009D5B0 000 
Enter the following codes at the main menu eure Frock = - Urt Laws Lap. аа pa B. 


screen. tf you entered the code correctly, 4 800C6CA 0002, 
you u hear a voice. " — tom | [^ må. ....D00C6C94 0000 — 
570-3 Left ! 800С6094 0004 » 


Future stadium ..... 
Old snow stadium ........ .... 

Snow stadium . . . . . . 5-0-3 Down 
Roman stadium 


Grass fıeld...... -4-0-0 Up +. +. 6%, е. e. ® e Drive е Talis 8004B9DE 1000 | 
Asphalt field .. ..3-0-1 Up i Unlock 221 # Cities ++,.00964А0 0004 J 
Dirt field .. -4-0-2 Up ¥ ++ + 6,0, © © ‚80096488 0046 


80096404 0001 F 


Astroturf field.. Sie 29 a ъд. 80096468 0000, 12 


Snow field ... ...3-0-4 Up 4, ¥ +», 0.0.00, © 1 E 8009646C 0000 
Fog on. .. . -0-3-0 Down MEGA ms ro———— .80096460 0000: 
шинэ. * ee 
eather: clear. ..2-1- м t ge n 
" NW Back ti k 8009АЕ70 Ү ^ 
Weather:snow.....———.5-2-5Down 4. €, e . G . Î sack —— — — 1 
Weather: rain. 975-5 Right Codes submitted by Robert Pulaski 3 » Square — } 
Night game ... 0-2-2 Right каа EEE 5» 0000 


| 8009АЕВО 0000 

| 8009АЕВ2 0000: 
| | 8009464 0000 
| 1 ..8009AE90 0008 ^ 


Note 1: Two players 5 must ag agree. 
Note 2: Only in 1 player game 
Note 3: Only ın 2 player game. 


Note 4: Two human players required. * ‘ 1111 I 5009AE92 0008 ` 
Codes submitted by Robert Pulaski = 8009АЕ94 0000 , 
^ | ' 4 “ 8009АЕ96 0000: 
we T IL 8009АЕ78 0000’. 
"E 2 3 4 8009AE7A 0000 -U 
ШУ a 2 8009AE7C 0000. 
x. ..8009АЕВВ 0008. 
- 7 7, 8009АЕВА 0000 | 
5 А 8009АЕВС 
, P і $009c970 
^^ LE 80096DA8 
n wr А . 50097424 
23 P 80097468 
, —— : 
: } Чего vlow Gravity [Note 13|8009AR56 
Super Felony Bar 800973C8 
Press @ after scoring a goal to laugh at the ураш Аа (насан 800AF368 
other team. 8009D5AC 
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The good news for Dual Shock 
fans is that Sony will not be replacing 
the controller, which is arguably the 
best video game controller ever made. 
Instead, they will be enhancing rf by 


allowing for analog movement on ALL ` 


of the controller's buttons and d-pad 
(with the exception of the 'Start' and 
‘Selec?’ buttons). it doesn't take much 
of an imagination to think about the 
impact that this could have on games, 
particularly sports and racing games. 
The ability fo vary speed and direction 
` ef а pitched ball in baseball, for 
‚ example, would be unmatched by any 
ether controller. 
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CFU: 128 bit "Emotion Engine™” 

SYSTEM CLOCK FREQUENCY: 294.912 MHz 
мак) MEMORY: Direct RDRAM 

MEMORY Size: 32 M8 


— GRAPHICS: "Graphics Synthesizer" 
CLOCK FREQUENCY: 147.456 MHz 
IOP: ИО Processor EMBEDDED CACHE VRAM: 4 MB 


CPU CORE: PlayStation CPU* 
CLOCK FREQUENCY: 33.8688 MHz or 36.864 MHz (selectable) 
IOP MEMORY: 2 MB 


SOUND: SPU2 
DIMENSIONS: 12” M x 7" (D) x 3" (Н) (flat) NUMBER ОЕ VOICES: 48ch plus software 
WRIGHT: 4 lbs 10 oz. SOUND MEMORY: 2 MB 


combination of block and blue їп а system that allows you fo position rt 
both vertically and horizontally, and its awesome technical specifications. 
He also gave us a price and a date; March 3, 2000 will be the release date 
Jemand e! т Д-р}, i costi FOOL ао унэ ийж 
V Full“) 
can Amerıcan shores on 
epee you reated 


it an educated 

the Mr. Kutaragi showed a list of developers 
and а séries of slides and videos depicting some of the veis Жы» 

be available at or near the system's launch, Some of the 
mote than concept art, while other ted (his iran Tiriama 2000 648 
Dark Cloud) seem more ШЫ pairs билэ water! яваа 
to get our hands on any of it, until Kutaragi-san ended his presentation 
and the curtains were drawn on both sides of the hotel ballroom to reveal 
d number of development kits and systems, all running the games 
- that were furthest along. We were quickly given tastes 
— 7 of Sony's GT 2000 and Dark Cloud, 
— Namco's Tekken Tag 


SS 


—— 


52 


ج 
DISC DEVICE: CD-ROM AND DVD-ROM‏ 
DEVICE SPEED: CD-ROM: 24Х‏ 


DVD-ROM: 4X 


Tournament, Square Soft's The Bouncer, From Software's Eternal Ring, 
Capcom's Street Fighter Ex3, Koei's Kessen, Tecmo's Unison and Art Dink' s 
Стек алиса gael y sat адо tibiae еле rn 
manipulate the camera in real-time, The easiest way to summarize the 
ee 
دراو ار‎ ас ERROR NAT M уно 

and imagine controlling characters that оге drawn 
аита очаен 

are that detailed and alive His hard fo believe that has come 
this far, анагаан of time (five years since the 


until Friday, when we were able to play a little bit more at Sony's impressive 
P52 booth and to see a few things that weren't at the press conference 
(namety Namco's next generation Ridge Racer game), 

Well, that was the press conference, now we'll take a look at the finat 
spec's on the machine. PS2 15 scheduled to begin production in October 
and SCEI went on record at the press conference as to the number of 
units that would be shipping to Japanese retailers on March 4th and 
Sth — 1 million units! The PS2 launch is possibly shaping up to be, 
— by a wide margin, the biggest launch in the history 

of video games. 


DUAL ычос< = ANALOG CONTROLLER 
HIGH CAPACITY BMB MEMORY садо 
PLaYSTaTiON= DEMO DISC 
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GRØN TURISMO 2000 — SONY JEPEN 
аг ая JIVE — SONY JAPAN 


FOFOLOCRDI й – SONNY јара | 
KING AND ~ SONY JAPAN 


WILD WAD ARCNG- IMGIGINBER CO. 
вмаадсачаасаое — аѕтари. со. 
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- ИКСА WORLD SOCCER 2000 — (LONG 
ION 1 GOVERNMENT — JORUOBN CO. 
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M CORPORATION ........................ MT Ai igo 2001 


‚— eee eee See eee eee eee ee eee eee еве е 


Koshien 2000: 


À ProGolfer 
MAINICHI COMMUNICATIONS, INC. . . Toda: Shogi Shikenbisha Dojyo 
MUNDI. oe с. аА 500GP 


SONY COMPUTER ENTERTAINMENT, INC. ............. Dark Cloud 
Boku to Maoh (The King and 1) 
Den-Sen 


SUN CORPORATION .................... enu Shanghai 5 
Street Mahjong Trance Majin 2 
SUNRISE INTERACTIVE, INC. ......... Panzer Century G 


as well; . E 
to hand it to Ken Kutaragi and the engineers at Sony; they definitely seem to 
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console ever produced. 
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DAVE: As good as fhe car 


j even more pohshedi now. | just 
2 wish thot | could get 
| / / reflechons Ике this, in real Ме! 
Б di ‘There are times when you wll be 
| convinced that this game is photo- 
ре سارہو لیا‎ a مھم جف‎ ла) ad with. 
coolest sun/lens flore trick that you've yet fo see. This 
ЕЕ мй ом fenem mrs тын Ss алим 


GREG: While I'm sure the end result will be nothing short of breathtaking, 
it's Obvious Polyphony (the developers) still have d ways to go, in order to get the 
ару ready for launch in March. Some of my minor complaints revolve around the 

that the cars are almost too shiny; you can't see through the windows and 
inside fhe car, and fhe environments aren't reflected off of fheir surfaces — ali 
things you should be able to pull off with the kind of processing power the PS2 опа 
its Emotion Engine offers. 


looking 

time, looks as good, if not better, than the CG scenes that Square has produced 

aue . Treated as а AAA title, И will have hardware flying off of the shelves 
This 15 the one that blew press conference attendees away. 


GREG: Out of the handful of games shown, this rolling demo impressed me the 
most. While I'm not quite sure how the gameplay wil! be handled, the modure of 


DAVE: tf you've seen the arcade game, then you know absolutely nothing about 
PFC r [ii nA 
animation and backgrounds take gaming to a new level. № makes УЕЗ on the Dreamcast 


GREG: Being а big fan of the series, | was 
‘glad to see that the Tekken technology demo, 
shown back in March, was actually the 
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A ens home r 


СЕ =: developers T 
only вие problem to take advantage ef digital capabilities, 
probably going to have *o go out aed buy с mem 


Next time you're in a томе theater to see some big 
Hoitywood blockbuster (which will most likely suck), listen 
carefully to the sound. You're not just getting a big blast 
of stereo sound (right and left), you're truly surrounded 
by the music, special effects and dialog. You've got dialog 
coming from the center channel speakers, usually located 
right behind the movie screen, so that it seems like the voice 
is coming right out of the actor's mouth. Special effects 
pound out of the front and rear speakers, sending bullets 
whizzing behind you or jets flying over your head. Bass 
and iow frequency effects (LFE) are handled by huge 
subwoofers. Sony intends to bring this same type of experience 
to gamers through the usage of the PlayStation 2's two 
digital sound formats. 

You may be familiar with Dolby Pro Logic (or the cheaper 
Dolby Surround), which comes standard in just about 
recewer made in the past couple of years. Dolby Pro Logic 
was the first step to bringing the theater experience into 
the home, by outputting sound to rear and center channel 
speakers. The Dolby Pro Logic decoder inside the receiver 
takes the audio information from your TV, VCR, laser disc 
or DVD player and breaks it into right, left. rear and center 
channels. By altering the phase of the audio waveform 
between left and right, the surround track is hooked on to 
9 normal stereo soundtrack. If a sound wave ts perfectly 
out-of-phase it belongs оп the rear channel and if it is 
perfectly in-phase then И belongs on the front channels. 
Depending on the degree of the phase shift, these out-of- 
phase waves are reproduced partly via the геаг speakers 
and рагНу via the front speakers. 

The big drawback to Pro Logic decoding is that the rear 

r information is basically a mono signal. instead of 
individual channel information (left and right), Dolby Pro 
Logic uses d matrix sound, taking elements of the audio 
information and sending it to both rear speakers. Even 
the Pro Logic center channel information isn't a discrete 
signat. Pro Logic doesn't even take о subwoofer info account, 
depending on the receiver to pass bass signals on its own. 
This is acceptable when watching TV (many shows are 
broadcast in Dolby Surround, from Buffy to The X-Files); but, 
when you're a hard core "want it all” kind of guy, you want 
true геаг, center and LFE channels. 

Those of us who have been DVD and Laser Disc owners, 
for the past two years, can attest to the glory of both Dolby 
Digital and DTS sound. Dolby Digital is, of course, the newest 
upgrade from Dolby Labs, fhe people who have virtually 
defined the sound of home theater over the past decade. 
OTS (Digital Theater Sound), on the other hand, is à relative 


Cala SERED FREE e De US 
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h soard ^*gim, having debuted in 1993 
with Jurassic Fart (Spielberg has an interest in DTS). 

Both s und Dolby Digital work in a similar manner 
sen theugh (hey are competing éenmata (i fact, est 

ple, including tyes, cannot really tell the difference 
‘Dolby: Digital-and DTS). The digital sound stream 
neede te be directed through a decoder, which takes the 
bite û rates them into sm discrete qudio.channel 
(sometimes referred to as 5.1). as opposed to Pro Logic's 
four. With DTS and Dolby Digital, you have separate mixes 
for front left and right. rear left and right, center and a 
limited signal for the subwoofer (the .1 channel). 

Both sound formats are not only greater audio quality 
than compact disc, but also provide a level of positional 
audio. Because the audio streams are dil digrtal (and have 
usually been digitally produced or enhanced), you lose the 
analog hissing sound you normally hear in your speakers 
(especially the rear ones) that Pro Logic produces. Also, 
because the subwoofer has а dedicated line sent to it, 
the ШЕ sounds аге much more pronounced апа dramatic, 
and your sub really bashes away on the floor. Just about 
every DVD has some form of Dolby Digital sound encoding 
(whether it's two, four or all six channels depends on the 
age and production value of the movie), while there аге a 
smalt but growing number of DTS discs available. 

if you've bought а nice receiver geared towards home 
theater use in the past year, chances are you may have 
Dolby Digitat capabilities. While DD receivers have become 
more common, there are still plenty of systems out there 
that do not have DD decoders, and even fewer receivers 
that rerba both DD and DTS decoding capabilities. There are 


дее уч recetvers that handle both audio, 
еке ds о deinen ($2699). which 1 highly recommend. 
There are also more affordable receivers like Sony's SR- 
DASISES ($800), Denon's entire AVR line and similar budget- 
minded products. 

Make sure you double and triple check with the store 
before you wolk out fhe door with your new receiver, some 
components are labeled as “Dolby Digital Ready,” which 
means they can take 5.1 inputs from an outboard source 
(such as a DVD player or separate decoder). but do not have 
the capabilities built in. Also, the digital sound capabilities 
of the PlayStation 2 will be delivered via an optical digital 
output. which requies or оріса cable, which will set yar 
ack about ete: behe wt your local audio/video hors 


ws very eliciting N Opin Ине TEE nM d 

«tion game. in а game like Geand Tunis 2000 fer instance. 
you might be able to heer cars coming up behind yeu and 
know which A оа crap 
engine throbs through your subwoofer, taking the floor 
dnd making your downstaira neighbors. тазу. Of course. 
sound and music tends to be igne 
most games, so we'll have to hope fal develepers are poing 
to step up to the plate and offer digital eound effectu and 
music within their games. Even i they Men 1. i e 


DVD movies should sound better fixes mer | 
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Not everyone can solve the mysteries of Grandia. 
It's a strange land where magic and technology coexist among the forces of corruption. 

A place where the dominating culture lives in peace and harmony while a 
sinisterforce works just below the surface to discover the dark secrets of an ancient civilization. 
Inthis world, an epic struggle shall be determined by a brave, smart and resourceful 
hero who must master dozens of spells. A hero who is outnumbered by several hundred to one. 
This is the world of Grandia-a mysterious, odd, strange yet beautiful planet 


that hangs in the balance between good and evil. 
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Excessive Speeding 2:54 a.m. 
Jet Moto racing is back. With an all-new 3D racing engine that delivers 
sharper graphics, faster speed and more adrenaline. Jostie and fight for 
position on 19 killer tracks and 11 insanely fast hover 
bikes. it's the wicked speed you've always wanted, 
without all the tickets. | The rush 15 back! 
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With everyone and their mother concerned about the implications of Ү2К 
‘and its disastrous effects, there is one thing that we can ай count on, and 
that's Army Men games from 3DO. if Sarge, Green Army's leader, can't save 
us from 0-0-00, then i don't know who can, Wait а second. There is anoth- 
er hero emerging from Green Army's camp. Who's that? Air Cavalry's Alpha 
Wolf Battalion leader, Captain. He's big, buff, pickle-colored, and ready to 
bring down the Tan Mendce, in 3DO’s upcoming Air Attack. 

Taking the next logical step in the Army Men universe, Air Attack gives 
players a top-down perspective (as you might have guessed from the screen 
shots we've shown you, previously, in the mag). We recently got a chance 
to see more of the game and it is looking beautiful. The lighting effects ore 
insane. With bottle rockets, missiles, roman candles, and lasers dil provid- 
ing their own rich special effects, the game boasts fast frame rate and hi- 
res graphics. The explosions are all eye candy, while the variety of terrains 
will keep the game from going stale, We got d chance to see night missions, 
winter wonderlands, water levels, and your typical backyard environments. 

As with the previous Army Men game, Air Attack switches players between 
‘our’ world and ‘their’ world. Of course, ‘our’ world is cooler, with every- 
day stuff we all know and love becoming all-of-a-sudden a cause for atarm. 
Ants, donuts, bees, honey packets and stones are now all instruments of 
death. it is up to Captain to use these to his advantage. tn doing so, the game : 
picks up d little more of a strategic element. We have been told that players сап 
succeed by simply blasting their way through the levels, but that isn't nearty as 
much fun as using everyday garbage to destroy the Tan minions. 

All told, there will be four helicopters available: the Huey, Chinook, Super 
Stallion and Apache. АН of them feature the ever-essential winch for air-lifting 
the aforementioned litter-of-doom and picking Up power-ups. There will be 
plenty of special weapons. The designers have taken extra special care in 
making certain that there will be enough bot- 
tle rockets to keep the young'ns entertained 
for hours. 

Each of the choppers have their own 
specific strengths/weaknesses, ds do the co- 
pilots you will hdve to select. And if an А! co- 
pilot isn't good enough for you, 500 has made this a multi-ptayer's 
dream. Nof only will there be head-to-head and flag modes, but in 
‘the spirit of Contra, ай 18 missions can be played in co-op mode. Players 
‚even draw from the same life-pool, so there is an added incentive for try- ч ' 

ing to cooperate. 

One of the unique things about Air Attack will be its use of non- 
plastic third parties, The bees will attack anything that travels in their 
flowery airspace, ants (using real ant Ai) go after anything, while other 
insects will only attack if provoked. if you hate bugs, then you will proba- 

‘bly want to grab the fly-swatter before sitting down with this one. Additionally, 
the sound effects are in now and they will be sure to draw some chuck- 
les. Our favorite so far, the mutant bugs! You'll see what we mean: 

From what we've seen, Air Attack could be the best Army 
‘Men yet; it’s definitely shaping up to be a lot of fun. We i 
‘know you'll have trouble sleeping as you wait for our incred- 
ibly in-depth review next issue, but please just try fo relax. 


NFL GameDay 2000 gives you 1,200 new plays and. 200 new 


motion captured moves designed and performed by 4^5 NFL 
пауер. There n w fra га Camp. Mode practice plays, and 
аси Mode айас т. jour beam. over Multiple seasons. We've 
over added: a retoluttanary: te trate: ан with Dick-Enbero 
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For just about every year of the 
PlayStation's existence, we have been 
given а new Twisted Metal game. Most 
of us old-school PSX owners can remem- 
ber a time when this Twisted franchise 
was da bomb. Now, we аге about to 
embark on the 4th incarnation of the 
Series. 


Like any good used cat salesman, 
989's got the goods to hawk, and is look- 
ing for buyers. Popular consensus on 
989's Twisted Metal 3 was lackluster 
at best, hdving been out-classed by other 
vehicular combat simulations. This was 
acceptable, being that it was 989's first 
endeavor for developing the game (as 1 
and 2 were produced at SingleTrac). in 
their second go at it, they have an estab- 
lished engine and are concentrating 
on bringing the people what they want; 
New cars, cool characters, bigger bat- 
tlegrounds, crazy storyline, dnd more 
mayhem! 

This year's storyline brings Sweet 
Tooth to the forefront. Having taken down 
Calypso in last year's tourney, he is all 
about running the show and making 
clowns out of anyone who questions his 
freakshow. Now, someone (we can't say 
~ who) is out for revenge. 


Thus far, it's looking like à killer prod- 


uct wifh features compardble to 4 


other models available. This year's mie 


anticipated add-ons include eight newly- - - 


designed levels, taking advantage of the 
virtual world in which they were cre- 
ated. Not only that, but each stage will 
boast its own exclusive secret super” 


weapon. You will be able to unleash) 


destruction as you steer your way 
through multi-level mazes that stretch 
across horizontal as well as vertical land- 
scapes, take a ride around Sweet Tooth's 
bedroom, and the ultimate in auto-car- 
nage environments (and the site of the 
final showdown), a full-fledged carnival. 
Let's not forget the brand new multi- 
player-only maps that will provide min- 
imum clutter for maximum destruction. 
In addition, an attempt has been made 
to recapture the thrill of the first two 


| published Бу? 989 Studios \ 
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in the series wıth even more destructable and 
interactive environments. 


The mutti-player levels will accommodate up 
to four passengers (provided you have a multi- 
tap) and can include up to three other additional 
computer controlled cars. When you're alone, or 
with a loved one, you will be able to play through 
the tournament co-op style, either with a real, 
live companion, or with a CPU-controlled ally. 


TM4 promises improved graphics and vehi- 
cle physics this fime around also. And, why not? 
Every good successor needs to build on some- 
thing. The combat-ready, armory-on-wheels vehi- 
cles will be able to spin, twist, jump, and sideswipe 
their way to the greatest show on earth. 


Breaking the long-standing tradition of non- 
customizable vehicles, TM4 will allow you to design 
your ride from the ground up. They got ‘ет on 
{һе lot and they need fo sell, sell, sell! You name 
the size (compact to luxury), style, paint job, and 
options package. We got ourselves a sucker, doh. 
| mean buyer. Of course, their will be the power- 
ups that can be picked up on the levels, fresh 
and fast combos, the return of Rob Zombie and 
the aformentioned ability to lay waste to most 
everything. 

As is our policy when looking at getfing 
equipped with a new transport unit, we took 
an early version of TM4 for a quick test drive. 
Although still in an early state, with a few clip- 
ping and frame rate issues, this puppy should be 
ready to drive off the lot sometime fhis Fall. 


NICE TO SEE COPS EAT SOMETHING 
besides Jetty doughnuts! 


— s 


No, you're not paranoid, man. They are out to get you. Luckily, you've come prepared with a 
beast of a car and the guts to run it to the redline. Watch the gap grow between you and the 
cops dude, as the gap between your accelerator and the floorboard disappears. 


| PlayStation and the PlayStation logos are registered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. Sega and Sega Dreamcast are trademarks of SEGA ENTERPRISES, LTD. АЙ rights reserved. Game Boy Color is a reg 
istered trademark of Nintendo of America Inc. © 1989, 1999 Nintendo of America Inc. All rights reserved. LIGHTENING F-150 AND GTA TRADEMARK(S) USED UNDER LICENSE FROM FORD MOTER COMPANY. Test 
Drive and Infogrames are registered trademarks of Infogrames North America. Test Drive 6 © 1999 Infogrames North America, Ali rights reserved. Created by Pitbull Syndicate. All other trademarks and trade names are 
the properties of their respective owners. 
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. Over 100 vehicles 


* Over 20 real-world tracks | 
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Give us a little history. What has Z-Axis done in the past? 

GORDON: Our first title for the PlayStation was Three Lions, the official World Cup 
soccer game for England. We atso have Space invaders coming this holiday season 
for the Playstation. Thrasher will be our third game. As far as our history, we started 
off in 1995 originally doing the graphics for Madden 96 for the Sega Genesis, and have 
grown from а one man shop tn a dorm room to a proud company of about 35 or so. 


What about yourseif? 


GORDON: | started at Electronic Arts right out of college. | helped with designing Madden 95 and Madden 96 and then | came over to 
Z-Axis in November of 1995. 


с What 15 Thrasher? What sets rt apart from other skateboarding games? 

GORDON: Thrasher is an authentic street skateboarding game. We've focused on delivering the fantasy of growing to be a pro skateboarder 

and doing what rt takes to accomplish that. We have real skate sites from around the world and all the moves and, most importantly, an 
addictive gameplay experience, 


| Can you describe some of the basic gameplay for us? What are the goals in Thrasher? How do you complete а level? What makes 
up d level? 
GORDON. The levels are real world environments and the challenge ts to see them as d skater sees them — to see d wali as 
Something you can wall ride; to see a ledge as something you can grind on. To complete a level you have to show proficiency by doing 
а certain number of diverse moves in a finite amount of time, There are also multiplayer modes where you go head to head 
with a friend, basically trying to top one another in different ways. 


How interactive are the environments? 
GORDON: You can skate on anything. One of the great things about the game is that there is no single hardest move. 
The real challenge is to continue to see new ways of skating the areas, 


Ex Now, you're saying that we are going to learn new ways to skate, Can you describe the game's progression scheme 
for us? How exactly does a player move up from beginner to advanced? 
GORDON: You start off in your hometown with some basic skateboarding moves. After you succeed in your hometown, 
you get to turn pro and you begin to earn sponsors. You can customize your deck, customize your shirt and 
shoes, and learn new moves. You'll move through New York, San Francisco — through real sites like 
the Embarcadero, the Avenues, China Basin — to Los Angeles with Venice Beach, LA river and, finally, 
internationally. Once you've made rt through all the levels and learned ай the moves, then you have 
to go back and master the game and earn Thrasher skater covers, by getting the top scores in each 
of the cities. Once you've done that you can earn the skater of the year cover. 


So, the ultimate goal, then, is to become the cover boy for Thrasher magazine? 
GORDON: Yes, it is. As rf is for pro skaters. 


What kind of influence has Thrasher magazine had on the game itself? 
GORDON: Thrasher has actively worked wrth us throughout the project. They've been an authenticator 
for Alan Blaine’s design of the game. We met with them, time and time again, and they've helped 
us get the real skaters for the motion capture, ав weil as supplying photos and research on 
the real sites. They were very valuable and helped us ultimately make a better game for people 
to play. 


PSEx: When you say “authentic skating,” what makes an "authentic skating" 
game different from an "arcade skating" game? Should we expect 
а game like Top Skater or something completely different? 

GORDON. It’s an authentic skating game, in that you're rewarded 
for being а more creative skateboarder. That's what it’s 
about, in its entirety. It's about seeing the world as а 


skateboarder sees її, doing the real moves that skateboarders do, growing your own 
library of moves and discovering how good you can be. 

PSEx How creative can you get? Is there апу limit to the number or order of tricks 
that you can string together? 

GORDON: The different skaters have different characteristics, however the only limit 
15 what you can think of. 


PSEx What kind of experience has the Z-Axis team had with skateboarding? 
GORDON: *taughs* Well around the office we've developed some casual skateboarders. 
We went down to X-Games to talk to the pros and spend time with them. We have 
lots of people from the skate community in our offices and we've grown to love it. 


PSEx. You said the single player game is driven by the quest to become the ultimate 
skateboarder and get the Thrasher cover. What drives the multiplayer game? 
What options are there? 

GORDON: We wanted the muttiplayer mode to be like real skateboarding, so we talked 
to Thrasher about “what do real skaters do.” Basically we have a tof of turn- 
based games where i'll go and then you'll go. We wanted to keep the joystick active 
for both players and have it be like real skateboarding. it's not synchronized 
skateboarding, but basically games of one-up-manship. One of the most popular 
ones 15 d match called “sick fix" where you try to make the worst wreck. 


PSEx: So, the point of that part of the game ts fo kill yourself? 
GORDON: No, the point of the game 15 to injure yourself dramatically. 


PSEx What kind of impact does the sponsorship model have on the game? How 
does finding different sponsors affect gameplay? 

GORDON: The fantasy of the game 15 to be а pro skater and part of the progression 
of being а pro skater 15 gaining sponsors and traveling around the world. We have 
real sponsors for decks, for shoes and for clothing that you get as you improve. 


Ser What advantage does getting a sponsor give you versus going without а sponsor? 
GORDON: That's a personal choice. Some people choose not to have sponsors. Some 
people just want to skate for themselves. in fact, we have а very large free skate 
mode where you can just skate to your heart's content. However, some people do 
like the sponsors. 


PSEx What kind of control options are there? How have you ensured "а real skating 
experience" on а controller with two stubby little joysticks and eight buttons? 
GORDON: Well, of course we have Dual Shock for falls and for grinding. We have analog 
control for the maximum contro! of your skateboard. We also have the ability to 
control your landings, tf you choose, so that you can control every aspect. Even when 
you're flying through the air, after a crash, you can still tuck, bail and control your 
guy in the аҥ. 


PSEx How does the health meter come into play? 

GORDON: Well, the point of a level, of a street level, is to show a 
certain amount of proficiency and then get out of the level successfully. 
As you know, the cops chase you when the timer runs out, or you can 
break your board by crashing too many times. If you take too much 
damage and break your board, you'll be knocked out of the level. 


PSEx Can you upgrade your board at all? Can you get better trucks, 
better decks, etc.? 

GORDON: You learn more moves and you upgrade your skills. YOU get 
better from playing the pame. it's a lot like real skateboarding; the 
more you do it, the better you'll be at if. 


PSEx In terms of the game, Thrasher isn't the only skateboarding 
authority that you've consulted. How have you brought skaters "into 
the game" and what was it like working with them? 

GORDON: If was tremendous. We built a motion capture studio in San 
Carlos and actually built up a skate apparatus — quite a challenging 
one — for pro skaters and we had а number of them in for our motion 
capture and also just to advise and consuit on the game. There's 
nothing like real skaters to make the experience right for people. 


PSEx What kind of soundtrack can we expect for the game? 
GORDON: Rockstar has put together a soundtrack of classic hip-hop. 
It has Run ОМС, Grandmaster Flash, EPMD and lots of other great 
drtists. №5 pretty cool. | enjoy rf. If brings back memories for me, 
personally, and | think rt brings some great music to a new generation 
of game players. 


PSEx: How would you say that Thrasher compares to that skating 
classic, Skate or Die? 

GORDON: We have Skate or Die in our office (720). it's d great game 
and we built another great game. There's always room for more than 
one 


PSEx Do you see this as the spirifual successor to 720? Or something 
completely different? 

GORDON: This is ап original experience on the PlayStation. | think 
that's what people are looking for right now, especially this late in 
the cycle — originat game experiences. This is not like 720, it’s not like 
any of the other skateboardıng games out, even now. It's original and 


that's what people pay good money for. That's what they deserve. 


PSEx Do you fear that you may be limiting your market with a skating game? Why ts 
this going to appeal to the average "gamer" versus a skating fan? 

GORDON: People like, in games, to be presented wrth challenges which can be 
accomplished and they love fantasies. We have a compelling fantasy, to become a 
pro skateboarder, to have that experience and we have a gameplay mechanic which 
grows with the gamer. 


PSEx: How is the game structured so someone can walk into it without 
getting frustrated? Is there a training mode? 

GORDON: You start off in the basic hometown level. There 
are no steps, it’s some basic ledges, some open spaces, 
some nice quarter and half pipes and a basic library of 
moves. Once you've shown your ability to master those 
moves, you learn more moves and your library grows. 
You don't, for example, start off with all 13 grinds, 
you start off with a basic grind. Once you've 
mastered the basic grind, you move on, like a 
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the office for inspiration? Watch any good skateboardıng 
movies lately? 

GORDON: Well, Skate and Destroy is actually a skateboarding 
movie itself, from Thrasher. Thrasher's brought us а 
whole library of films that we look at. We actually 
have skateboards in the office which provide us with 
our own highlights from the skating world — or at 
least some great crashes. 


PSEx: Regarding the PlayStation2, have you guys 
considered the PlayStation2 ds developers? Or : 
is rf still PlayStation, only, for you guys? 

GORDON: The PlayStation2 is d very exciting 

platform. From what we've seen it’s definitely 

something we're going to want to work on In ‹ 
the future. 


Have you started anything for 
the PlayStation? yet? 
GORDON: *laughing* You're done. 
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СТЕ has not only matched the standard of Mario 
Kart 64, but rf has exceeded ıt. PlayStation owners 
can rejoice that we finally have а worthy cart 
racing title. The game looks great, runs fast, plays 
great and has no flaws — ıt therefore deserves 
our highest rating. 


Years from now, when we all (сок 
back with nostalgia upon the original 
PlayStation, there’s no doubt that the 
Crash Bandicoot series will be 

considered one of the system’s 
highlights. The Crash games showed what 
the console was capable of in the hands 
of talented designers. Although some 
criticized the game for its lack of a fully 
free-roaming environment, the beautiful 
graphics, tight control, and brilliant level 
design impressed the vast majorrty of gamers. 
Not only did ıt sell well in the U.S., but Crash 
| wasone of the few American videogames to attract a large following in 
Japan. 

After the original was released in 1996, two sequels followed. Then 
to the dismay of platform gamers everywhere, rt was announced that 
there would be no installment for 1999. My sorrow was short-lived, 
however, when | learned that Crash and company would instead be 
„| featured in a racing game. 
| The challenge, of course, was to meet the standard set by Nintendo's 
Mario Kart 64. i'm а big fan of that title and, as much as I love the 
PlayStation, | didn't know if ıt was possible to achieve the same level 
of brilliance on Sony's console. At the very least, | didn't think that the 
| multi-player element could be replicated on the PlayStation without a 
serious loss of speed, On the other hand, ! believed if anyone could do 
It, Naughty Dog could. And they have! 

Here's the scoop; Ап evil alien named Nitros Oxide, who travels the 
galaxy trying to satisfy his addiction to speed, has come to our planet 
to challenge our greatest racer. The stakes are high — if Nitros wins, he 
plans to pave over the entire planet! Friend and foe alike have put aside 
their differences fo challenge each other to a series of races which will 

help determine who among them is the best. The victor will go on to meet Nitros in d battle for the 
fate of the Earth! 
а Storyline aside, CTR features your basic Arcade, Versus, Time Trial, and Battle modes. In the Arcade 
mode, 1 or 2 human players can pick their characters and the track and compete with а field of CPU- 
» controlled opponents. In the Versus mode, you can challenge anywhere from 1 to 3 human opponents 
№, in d race on any of the tracks. in the Time Trial mode, you're simply trying to post the fastest times. 
In the Battle Mode, racing is thrown out the window — you're 

J trying to destroy up to 3 of your friends (or enemies). 

Of course, CTR isn't just a plain oid racing game. First, 

there are weapons and items located in crates throughout 

4 ё „mne courses that can be used to your advantage. You can 
4 drop TNT and poison beakers in someone's path, or 
shoot bowling bombs or missiles at them, dnd 
can "juice up" these weapons by collecting | 
Митра Fruit. Second, the courses themselves | 
feature obstacles such as rolling bouiders, 
wayward armadıllos, lava eruptions, rock, snow, 
and ice. Thankfully, they also have pads which 
give d turbo boost, ramps, and lots of shortcuts 


and secret passagewdys. 
The heart of CTR is the 

Adventure Mode. "Warp points" 
/ will take you from the main map 
y to the starting lines of various 

courses. You've got to win the race 
to earn а trophy. which will aliow 
you access to further races. After 
you have won the four trophies in a 
themed area. you'll face а more 
challenging boss in a 1-оп-1 challenge. 
if you can defeat him, he'll give yov d 
Vault Key. This key not only opens the 
doors to other areas. but also allows you 
to return to courses you have already 
№ oeaten. Why? Because two further 
chailenges await — the CTR Token and 
Relic Races. The former 15 nearly identical 
to the trophy race. with the addition of the 
letters "C-T-R" placed somewhere т the course 
Not only do you have to go out of your way to obtain these letters, 
but you still have to finish in first place. If you do. you will be awarded 
a colored CTR token. Obtain four of the same colored tokens and you 
can enter a four-course Gem Cup race to earn a colored Gem. Earning 
dli five gems opens a bonus track. 

As for the Relic Race. this is а race against the clock. Нет boxes 
dre replaced with Time Crates that freeze the clock for a set number 
of seconds. if you break all the Time Crates in a course you will 
also be rewarded with а 10 second reduction in your overall time. 
Depending on your final time you will be awarded a Sapphire, Gold, 
or Platinum relic. These relics provide you with access to а 
bonus track. As if that wasn't enough variety. each 
ared also contains a challenge which requires you 
to recover 20 Purple Crystals in d set amount 
of time, in four unique arenas. 

Okay, you say. so CTR looks like if has 
a wealth of options. But how does 1t look. 
sound, and play? ín a nutshell. 


awesome! The graphics dre what ‚323 -G6 
we have come to expect from the КИЙ و‎ код 


Naughty Dog team - colorful and 94 ©“ 
crisp. mdking you feel like you аге 
inside d ride at Disneyland. Fans of the 
Crash platform games will immediately 
recognize some of the surroundings, since 
the courses tdke place in icy regions, in 
castle laboratories, and jungle pyramids, 
The music fits the game perfectly and scores 
points for not being too repetitive or annoying. 
All of the characters have their own 
vocalizations when they come up behind you 
or when they are hit with a weapon. These voices, 
in addition to the tire screeches, weapons fire, 
splashes, and so forth give the game а cartoon 
atmosphere. But don't be fooled — CTR really is а 
sophisticated racing game. * 
How so? The key gameplay element is the ам НУ? 
to gain a boost of power by sliding and hopping. You 
can get up to three separate boosts in а single slide; j 
and the higher you hop from a ramp or ledge, 2 
the bigger the boost you get when you IRQ. И 
takes a little bit of practice to те E 


of the turbo slide but, once you've got rf down, you'll 
see how much better the races can be. Instead of 
merely driving dround the courses, you сап slide and 
hop fo boost your way to victory! 

Still can't get over how fast the game runs, even 
in multi-player Battle Mode. imagine а field of eight 
characters sliding through turns, tagging each other with missiles, 
accidentally slamming into TNT crates, activating turbo boosts, and 
catching huge air off ramps. The Al of the CPU opponents is just about 
perfect. They aren't too hard, which makes for d frustrating contest, 
but they aren't too easy erther. They are just as likely to fire a missile 
into your behind when you're near the finish line, as you dre to 
drop a Nitro Crate in their path. 

With the various modes and dn excellent multi-player contesf, 
CTR has a lot of replay value. Even if you go to the trouble of obtaining 
every trophy, token, relic. and gem in order to see the best ending, 
you'll still want to go back and set some time trial records or explore 
hidden shorfcuts. There are three extra Battle Mode courses which 
^an be opened up as well, ds а handful of boss characters which can 
be uniocked if you are good enough. 

Crash Team Racing is the definitive cart racing game for the 
PlayStation. it has everything you 
would expect — fast-paced racing, 
an adventure mode. a multi-player Û 
battle mode, secrets, shortcuts, | 
power-ups, tight controls, and а 
variety of courses. I’ve been trying 
to think of a flaw in this game-any 
flaw — and I've come up empty- 

handed. That's never happened 


before! м АВК 


AS EAM БАСТЫ: 


Why а “kart” style game? Why Crash Team Racing? 
Why make another cione? 

JASON: Obviously, we have played the Mario Kart sames 
in the past. There is no doubt that this game was inspired by 
our love of the Mario Kart 16-bit title as well as Mario Kart 64, 
buf we wouldn't have started the game if we didn't think we 
could bring something to the mix and add something fo the 
genre. There's absolutely no shame in continuing along genre 
lines. The movie industry does it ali the time, the game industry 
does it all the time. The real question ts, “when somebody picks 


| up the joypad and then puts it down later, have they gained 


something they couldn't have gotten before that game came 
out?" We've added d bunch of things to CTR that bring the cart 


racing genre forward - things that haven't been done on ў ¢ 


any other cart racing game. 
DAN: One of those things about the game that makes CTR 
so different is the controis are very tight. We chose early on 


to make а really tight control spec, where you're actually 
able to control the cart very precisely on the track. 
We found that. by doing that. rt led to d lof of other | 
advantages, Once you have d control that's very precise, 
you can make the tracks much more aggressive, the | 
turns much more interesting in detail and d lot of the | 
obstacles are very specific about driving around things, 
not just fighting to stay on the track. We've seen in 
other racing games that there's a lot of softness and 
sort of mushiness to the control. That was a style that 
allowed for interaction, but the interaction was all 
about just kind of staying on the track. You'll see 
with CTR that it's a lot more than staying on the track. 
It's about choosing perfect lines and, within that tight 
control spec, being able to be more aggressive with what exactly the player 
does moment to moment, 


PSEx: In the game, we see а lot of elements from the Crash games. 
How difficult was it to “create” uses for all of the tems in the game? 

JASON: Actually, if was probably more difficult to figure out what to cut 
out, then rt was figuring out what to put in. The universe is so rich and ıt 
has, after three platform games, so many elements to draw from, we have 
15 playable characters and we had to restrict ourselves from а number that's 
above 30. You can probably name some of the major characters that we had 
to cut along the way. Likewise, with the weapons, there's been so many weapons 
of different types across the games that trying to narrow it down to things 
that will work for the gameplay and just work together was quite difficult. 
There's been probably 90 levels between the three Crash games, so trying 
to narrow that down to 18 tracks and 7 battle modes was actually difficult 
in itself. So, definitely the question was not "what do we have fo put in", but" 
what do we have to keep out?" 


PSEx The game seems to have а definite focus on combat elements. Why 
15 combat such an important part of the game? 

DAN: At Naughty Dog, all the people that work at Naughty Dog are extreme 
gamers. Everybody here is extremely competitive in muttiplayer games. We've 
played Goldeneye. we've played battle mode in Mario Kart, we've played other 
games thet are a fot about multiplayer and battle mode just kind of lends 
itself naturally to that really good competitive two player, three player 
and four player in-your-face competition. We realized that that was a lot of 
the replay value of previous cart games, There are a lot of combinations 
as well as customizable battle conditions, how you win and how you lose, and 
also the weapons that are available you can turn on and off. We really thought 
that was an 'mportant aspect, because the replay value there is so complete. 


PSEx How difficult was rt creating an Al that would challenge players. 
yet not totally dominate them? 

РАМ There was a lot of difficulty because, when you're playing multipiayer, 
human against human, rt is much more rich and the richness of the interactions 
are amazing, You really think in terms of human strategy and human reactions 
to the things that are happening. What we wanted to do was to simulate that 
as well as we could, but also to give you d dynamic difficulty adjustment. 
We wanted the advanced players to really be challenged by this game. in 
terms of racing, but we also knew that there were going to be а lot of players 
who haven't played racing games all that often, or just 
aren't as good or as adept as some of the more 
advanced players out there. We have dynamic 
adjustment їп the game and the Al adjusts in real time 
based on the gameplay. That was difficult in itself. 
Actually, the biggest challenge we had was to make | 1 ‚** 
sure the Al was in fact racing each other and fighting d 
each other. If you watch the game. you'll see in CTR | 
that there's a huge amount of interaction between 
the computer players — firing at each other, shooting, | 
dropping things on each other, and it reallygivesa | 
sense of playing against other humans. 

JASON: Which doesn't happen in esther Mario Kart 
or т Diddy Kong Racing. The characters Баясайу don't 


interact with each other, they use themselves as а 
tedm against you and spread out and try to block you 
and their speed sets your speed. They don't interact 
with each other. in CTR, they're actually competitive 
with each other. There are many times where you'll 
see one of them fire d missile at another and that 
guy will blow up and bounce up and down right in front 
of you. You end up hitting them so, through their 
interaction with each other, you're getting a іе bit 
of a challenge here and there. it helps you every now 
and then — the guy in first place is shot by the guy 
in third place, you happen to be in second place — 
wait, you're in first place. It’s really kind of neat, so 
it feeis ike far more of an А! than just q constant 
follow-the-leader, set а pace and you go up against them. 


PSEx: So, what you're saying ts that, if you play better, the game will 
get harder and, if you don't play very well, the game will get easier? 

JASON: Of course. That's been the case with every Crash game besides 
the original Crash Bandicoot. 


PSEx: Can you tell us a bit about the five different modes in CTR? 

JASON: Sure. The arcade mode 15 setup so that you can just hop into 
levels very quickly and just play, You can select a difficulty level of easy, medium 
or hard, which ts quite different than adventure mode in which tts sets tts 
difficulty level against you. You can be a beginning player and set if on hard 
and never win because you're just not good enough, or you can be d really 
good player and set it on easy and win quite easily. It lets you pick а track, 
any track, go right into that track, play against other cars and set the difficulty 
to easy, medium or hard. it also allows you fo select а cup mode, which allows 
you to race four races in a row. There are four cups in the game. If you 
beat all four of the easy cups then you get а secret character unlocked, then 
you go onto them in medium. еїс., etc. Versus mode is no Al characters so 
that is just you against somebody else in the game, some other human player. 
That's good for situations where you get so competitive that if there's ап 
Al car that happens to blast player А, then he says “Well it’s not your win 
player B, because ! got blasted by the А! guy." if you want to kind of clear 
them out and play mano а mano, you сап play versus mode. You can aíso 
do arcade in two-player. The next mode would be battle mode, which | 
think is self-explanatory, although within that you have tons of different 
decisions fo make. You can play а time limit, you can play first to LO kills, 
you сап play everyone has three lives, or six lives or nine lives. it's all fully 
adjustable, and when you lose your lives you're out — for example, player one 
might be out of the game and two, three and four might still be playing. As 
Dan was saying earlier, you can set any type of team combination. It does 
make а difference. Three on one is actually a very fun thing to play, not 
only for the team of three, but also for the team of one. You can fire at anybody 
and, if you hit them, rts a score for you, but the three team has to worry 
about hitting themselves and actually subtracting d cumulative point from 
themselves as a team. It 1$ an interesting dynamic. Time trial mode ts self- 
explanatory; no one else on the track, no power-ups on the track. it’s just you 
against the course. You can save ghosts so you сап see yourself on your 
last best time. You can eventually open up Entropy. the boss from Crash 3, 
who will come out and say, "OK you've gotten pretty good at this track, now 
see if you can beat my time." Then you have to go 
up against him, and once you've beaten him, which 15 
difficult but not impossible. he says. "OK, you're pretty 
tough there guy so why don't you go up against Nitrous 
| | Oxide?" And Oxide comes out and he is а real beast. 

To beat him is to say you're an incredible player on 
| that track If you beat him on every track that's saying 
you're a really, really incredible player overall. 
Adventure mode is kind of a tribute to the old Crash 
games. You've got 100% that you can get, you don't 
have to get 100% to win the game and fight the final 
boss. You do have fo rdce every track and get a trophy 
to beat him. If you want 100%, not only do you have 
to race every track, you have to race ıt again То get 
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d "C," а "T" and ап “R” letter to get a token. You also 
have to race it in Relic race, which is out of Crash 
3. That is the time boxes that you hit — 1 second, 2 
seconds, 3 seconds. it's very different than time trial 
1 because it requires precision driving to get the boxes 
| asopposed fo the best line. Sometimes you need to 
go the worst line, because that happens to be where 
two 3 second boxes are dnd you end up reducing your 
overall time. Likewise, rf you get the boxes in Relic race 
you get 10 seconds, which on any track is a major 
deduction for you in time. You're really going for d 
perfect. You get sapphire, gold and platinum times 
on that, just like you did in Crash 3. in addition, there 
are battle mode areas in one player with crystals 
scattered around and you have fo go dround dnd get 
the crystals in a certain amount of fime, You have 
bosses to contend with that race differently than the 
normal Al characters that you're up against. You have 
сир races, which you have to beat, which allow you 
to get gems. You can’t actually get to them until you 
get the CTR tokens. There are a couple secret tracks 
to open and eventually you beat Oxide and you get 
ап extra special treat — a kind of tribute to the last 
five years for Naughty Dog of making four Crash games. 
it's really a ton of stuff, which has been quite a 
challenge for the testers here to get through because 
we burn d new disc and ıt takes you hours just to go 
through and test everything once. It's quite a large 
game. 


You say hours. What kind of playtime is 
required to beat the game? 

JASON: That depends on what you're asking 
about. If you're asking dbout adventure mode and 
you know exactiy what to do, and you're an extremely 
good player, you're talking probably four hours, which 
is actually longer than Crash 3. So, that gives you 
an ıdea of how long adventure mode is. If you also 
include opening up all the secret characters by going 
through adventure mode, doing a few time trials to 
open up Entropy, ıf you're talking about a few battle 
modes and then you get your friends over and you 
start playing... | don’t know. It really depends on how 
addicted you get to edch one of the areas. Some people may be the kind of folks 

that say “i only want to play against myself and time trial.” Other people 

say, "Battle mode is the only mode | play.” Some people say, “| want to 

play adventure,” others will say "I only play races against friends." It's 

really such d big game, it’s hard to judge how iong it's going to 

take. it 15 not like Crash 3 where you said erther 

you like or don't like going through all the levels 

in progression. Certainly people can come 

in, never play adventure mode, and stil! get 

dozens and dozens of hours of gameplay 
out of it. 

DAN: As an example, even in Relic race, which is just d sub- 
part of adventure mode, there is a huge amount of strategy as you 
go around to get the boxes. There is dn average 
of 35 — 70 boxes on each of the tracks. 
To get the lowest time, not only to get 
the perfect by getting all of the 

boxes, you have to really pick and 
choose which boxes you are going 
to take, because гї does require 
you to determine the line. For 
instance, а three box next to a start 
line you want to get on the first lap 
because if you get it on the last lap you're 
going to actually waste some time because you'll cross 
the finish before the three seconds 15 over. There are 
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strategies, even їп the Relic race, that are extremel 
complex. Around here, we've just had some hug 
addictive gameplay where people have been tryin 
to one-up the other person in Relic race. You cdn thin 
you have the perfect path and then someone will com 
up with some new trick up their sleeve and find - 
different way that's better. We've just found an amazin 
amount of replay (ike that 


PSEx You've mentioned hidden characters, ап 
hidden tracks. What is available at the beginning an 
what is hidden? 

JASON: You start with eight characters, but ther 
are 15 total that you can play, so it's almost double 
It starts to look like a Street Fighter character selectio 
screen once you've opened everybody up. It's like reallı 
really full. There аге a lot of characters out there. | 
terms of levels, you start wrth 17 open levels and 4 batti 
mode tracks. There's one secret level and three secre 
battle mode tracks. You get a good deal of extra Бай! 
mode in there Gnd also you get d fun track to rac 
around and test your turbo abilities on. 


г How difficult was rt to implement the four 
player simultaneous mode without killing the framerate 
JASON: That was the challenge of this game. Th 
challenge of this game was to say, "With Crash 2, Naught 
Dog probably had the best engine that year on th 
PlayStation." That was our opinion, but we also won | 
couple of awards that said that. A year after tha 
Spyro came out and it was a damn nice engine ап 
there's certainly an argument would say that Crash 
didn't quite reach Spyro's engine dccomplishment. Ou 
goal with this game was to, in one-player, outdo th 
Spyro engine. That was our goal from the beginning 
Farther vistas; when you get close to things. don’t hav 
them rezzed out — basically a completely and utterl 
seamless from near fo far engine. On top of that, w 
had the added challenge that this all has to work i 
four-player ds well. Let me teli you, there's quite 
challenge in doing in а quarter of the resolution jus 
based on the fact the screen's got to be divided int 
four. Four times the total amount of drawing; obviousl 
rt gets qurte tough to keep that framerate up which Үг 
really proud of the programmer's ability to do that. H 
their greatest accomplishment. That was the challeng 
of this game. 


Do you feel confident that you've met bot 
of those goals? 
JASON: | do. Very confident. 


Are there any plans to take the engine fror 
CTR and use it in other projects or is this a one-sho 
deal? 

JASON: This ts our last PlayStation trie This is als 
Naughty Dog's last Crash product. There are technologie 
in this engine, which believe it or not, are extremel 
valuable as we go forward into the PlayStation2. We'v 
already begun development of a PlayStation2 title an 
they are using some of the technologies that we create: 
for this game. Whether or not this specific engine move 
on, no, this is it we get one-shot with this engine о 
the PlayStation. Unfortunately, we weren't smart enoug 
to do it with Crash 1 and it's а Не too late to kee 
using it on the PlayStation. Certainly а 101 of th 
technology that we've created wiil live on in th 
PlayStation2. 


: Can you tell us anything about what you're doing with the PlayStation2? 

JASON: Unfortunately | can't — for multiple reasons. The first is that we're 

not that far into rt and the second is obviously we're not really talking about 
it right now. 


Why is this going to be the last Crash title? Is he being retired 
permanently? 

JASON: Naughty Dog actually doesn't own Crash. We had а three-project 
deal with Universal that we signed in 1994 and the projects ended up being 
Crash 1, Crash 2 and Crash 3. The fact that there is a CTR is really a tribute 
to not only our love for Crash and our desire to continue working wrth him 
on the PlayStation, but also Sony's desire to see Crash do another title. 
They went to Universal and said, "Naughty Dog's moved on, but they're working 
on a game that could use Crash and they would love it if you guys could license, 
for one more game, the Crash characters.” if made sense for all parties, so 
we ended up with our fourth Crash їе. 


So, what you're saying is that СТЕ started Ше as d non-Crash game? 
JASON: That's correct. CTR started out ds "we wanted to do a racing 
game and we didn’t care if we had Crash or not.” We thought this was going 
to be fun. The fact that we got to use Crash is absolutely d blessing. | can't 
now, looking back, imagine what we would have ended up with rf we didn't have 
Crash. | love the character. Having sdid that, we had decided somewhere 
along the Crash 2 period that Naughty Dos was going to do d racing game 
on the PlayStation, because no one had done d good job of rt. No one had done 
a great multiplayer racing game on the PlayStation and rt needs one. 


F= What, aside from the four-player mode, was the biggest problem 
that you encountered while developing the game? 

. DAN: This is a balancing monster. The permutations of all the combinations 
of characters and tracks and power-ups and everything that goes within that 
ıs just a huge monster to tune correctly, to make sure that you're not frustrated 
or blaming the game for something that's going wrong. That was a big, big 
challenge for us early on — to make sure that we'd correctly stratified all the 
different elements in the game so we knew that we wouldn't have d character 
who was so fast and so much better than the other characters that that's 
the only character everybody wanted to play. Along the same lines, we didn't 
want to have а power-up that was the only power-up you absolutely wanted 
to have. There were а lot of issues there with playtesting and balancing and 
going back over the numbers over dnd over again. Just a lof of pounding on 
the joystick to get to where we went to — which is 
weil balanced and organized. 

JASON: There were а lot of challenges. There was 
the challenge of creating eight characters on screen 
that looked as high quality as Crash did when he was 
the only main character on the screen. Most of the | | 
other games on the PlayStation that are attempting 
racing games are either non-polygonal or they don't 
have necks or arms or legs or whatever. They've taken 
some serious shortcuts to get around the fully polygonal 
character issues — especially the wheels on other 
games take major hits. There's some pretty nifty 
technology in just getting those characters out there. 
We also had the huge challenge that we wanted to 
do this game in a short period of time. Sony said, "Look, 
next Christmas is probably going fo be out biggest 
Christmas." As everyone in the press starts to focus 
on the future, the Dreamcast and the PlayStataion2, 
the gaming public is still focused on the PlayStation. | | 
They’re still buying more PlayStations than they are 
Dreamcasts. We needed to bring this title out ind timely | 
fashion, bring rt out this Christmas. So, when the parents 
аге going in and buying the $99 PlayStations, they 
see a game that's completely friendly for a family. 
Likewise, older kids see a game that they can yell at 
their friends while playing. it's just a perfect fit for this 
Christmas, but that was a very short development 
cycle. For the artists, it was only eight months on the 
project. We wanted all the characters to be able to 


talk at the same time ın the game, to have 
long sentences. We had to create d huge 
sound system to handle that. 


Were there any great 
ideds that you had, that didn’t 
make it into the game? What is your 
one “wish list” Пет that you wanted 
to get in, but couldn't? 

JASON: Looking back, the real 
question is “why didn’t we stop 
adding features earlier?” Here we 
are 13 days from final and a week and 
a half ago we added the cup races in 
arcade mode. We kinda came af this with 
а “let's put the krtchen sink in this game” 
approach so that everybody will find |} 
mode that he or she likes. | think me more Ё 
pertinent question is, ^we probably could 
have gotten away wrth less, why did we put 
so much in?" because it’s creating d LI 
debugging nightmare right at the end. We'll get 
it all out and it wili be fine in the end. There isn't actually anything that we 
wanted to put in that we didn't put in. 


( 


“Маг it like knowing that you're done with Crash and you're going 
info your next trtle, and the PlayStation2, wrth a clean slate? 

JASON: | think you said it — rt’s a clean state. №’ $ both exciting and, of 
course, scary. This is our best friend here. I've spent more time with Crash 
than 1 did in college (and 1 did graduate by the way). Н 5 been a significant 
amount of time that we've spent wrth this character and obviously our artists 
know this character back and front. Now, we're doing something different. 
Having sdid that, we designed Crash for the PlayStation. He's orange because 
tt displays orange well. He's of the height he is because his face had to be а 
certain size so you could see his emotion. He's short compared to his face, 
becduse he couldn't take up the full screen, otherwise you couldn't see the 
background. He has spikes instead of hair because you can see spikes more 
clearty. He has a really big mouth so you сап see his smile. Не has really big 
eyes so you can see which direction his eyes are looking. The character himself 
was designed with the PlayStation specs in mind. When you doubie the resolution 
in both directions, your face can become a quarter of 
the size and still have the same number of pixels in 
it. Different rules apply. You can put hair on something 
because you have 50 times as many polygons in the 
character. You can make the character have much 
better skin. You can put armor on it that has an armory 

| sheen. You can do so many things that, to go into the 
5 PlayStation2 with Crash, to us, is kinda ке going in with 
handcuffs. We're kind of excited about the fact that 
the door 15 open and we can walk in absolutely any 
direction. it’s really exciting. 

DAN: it's really exciting to see where the future 
15 going for us. The next generation Is going to be about 
the ability fo create more atmosphere and mood than 
ever before. it’s just an exciting concept to be able to 
take this star cast of artists that we have here and 
just unleash them on a much larger polygon set to 
be able 10 create atmosphere and mood and places. 
The technology that we have here with the 
programmers... We really have always had these ideas 
of what we want to do in the future and now the 
| possibilities are becoming more open and the 
boundaries are moving out. it’s really exciting for a 
designer. 
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$ Video Cable Color Memory Cards Link Cable Muiti Tap 


Settling for anything less than the real thing can be a bad idea. So get your hands on genuine PlayStation” branded accessories. The DUAL SHOCK" 
analog controller's vibration feature brings every racing pileup ond cranium-crushing blow to life. Dual thumb-sticks make for surgical precision. The 
Multi Tap lets you plug up to four players into one console. So you can strain your closest friendships with a trash-talking game of hoops or a golf 


OKAY FOR MEDICATION. 
100 IMPORTANT. 


PlayStation 


RFU Adaptors Color DUAL SHOCK” Look for Official PlayStation 
Analog Controllers Branded Accessories. 


WWW. Oystation.com 


foursome. Use your Memory Card to sove a level or disemboweling fighting combo. For serious one-on-one orcade action, use a Link Cable to hook 
up two (0150165 ond two TVs. And if your TV's missing a video input, our RFU Adaptors will end your woes. Let's not forget S Video Cables. A must 
for high-resolution beat-downs. And unlike generic accessories, you'll never run the risk of damaging your console. Or living a life of mediocrity. 


Fat tires and a serious attitude. it's а lethal combination that will take you just 


about anyplace, any time. So choose your vehicle wisely, then get off the asphait 
and shout the monosyllabic mantra of 4-wheelers everywhere Dirt good. 
PlayStation and the PlayStation logos are ragietered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment inc. All rights reserved. Game Boy Color is a registered trademark of Nintendo of Атагса inc. © 1989, 1990 


Nintendo of America Inc. АН rights reserved. Huramer®, Humvee®, and the grille design are the registered trademarks of the AM General Corporation. CAM General Corp. Test Drive and Infogrames are registerad 
trademarks of Infogrames North Amarica Тав! Drive Off-Road 3 © 1999 Infogrames North America. All rights reserved. All other trademarks and trade names are the properties of their respective owners. 
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* Drive the mighty Hummer® 
* 27 vehicles with upgrades 
* 11 real-world tracks 


* Multi-player racing 


INFOGRAMES 


* incredible 3D driving engine To order direct call: 1-800-245-7744 
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We've covered Midway's Arcade Party Pack in all of its various rterations throughout the last four 
or five months. Originally planned as a two-CD, 12 game retro-compilation, it’s been seriously trimmed 
back to a meager six games. This is definitely a bummer, considering that some of the titles left on the 
chopping block included Stun Runner, Wizard of Wor, Guantlet Ill, Rampart, Satan's Hollow, Gorf and 
АРВ. The leftover six read as Toobin, Klax, Smash TV, Rampage, 720 and Super Sprint — all great games 
in their own right (well, except for maybe Rampage). While unlike Namco's Museum series, Midway 
still has quite а ways to go before scraping the bottom of the barrel, were told their Arcade Party 
Pack (developed by the talented emulation team at Digital Eclipse) might just be the last of the "Greatest 
Hits” series, Arcade Party Pack is currently scheduled for an October release and we should have a 
review in next month's issue, 


. F = 


For reasons unknown, Eidos/ 


Kronos' Resident Evil-style Fear Factor 
has been renamed to Fear Effect, but 
the game remains the same. If you've missed the coverage in previous issues, this 
highly stylized, futuristic adventure borrows a little from Resident Evil, a little 
from Metal Gear Solid and even a bit from Activsion/infogrames’ early PS title, 
Time Commando. The end result 15 a story intensive game that mixes pre-ren- 
dered backgrounds seamlessly with real-time ЕМУ bits, giving ıt a distinctive cin- 
ema-like feel. The story is set in the gritty future and revolves around a group of 
mercenaries who have taken it upon themselves to find the missing daughter 
of а powerful warlord in order to claim the reward. From the few, early levels 
we've been able to play, it's clear the developers are looking to mix some stealth 
elements into the game — you can sneak up to enemies and kill them with one 
shot hits if they don't detect you — with light puzzle solving — find the key card 
to open the door, etc. While it’s too early to tell, rt looks like this title could poten- 
tially be very cool. We'll have more to comment on next issue. 


if you've been playing games ds long as we have, then you probably have fond 
memories of hanging out at the focal arcade/bowling alley/7-Eleven back in the day 
and doing some serious button-mashing on Konamı’s original Track & Field. While the 
series certainly has come a long way from 2D sprites and 16 colors on-screen at one 
time, the basic gameplay remains the same — mash those buttons until your fingers 
turn raw. This year’s version includes ail of the perennial favorites events, such as the 
100m dash, the pole vault and vault, the hammer throw, and the Javelin, as well as 
some new entries: Canoeing, Match Sprint, Lkm Time Trial (bike), 50m Free Style (swim- 
ming), and even Weightlifting. As with the first PlayStation T&F, number two allows for 
up to four player competition with the use of a multi-tap, making this the perfect party 
title. Look for International Track & Field to ship sometime in December. 
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All new aameplay and graphics feature 150 new animatton® 
tike goalies sprawling out on their backs te cover Вам 
pucks. New LC.E. Artificial Intelligence designed with the 
help of 8-time Stanley Cup* Champion Scotty Bowman means 
players execute just like the pros. Add Mike Emrick andi 
Darren Pang calling the en, and NHL. Баое0 TE Dogg +s 
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Is there an official PlayStation racing game of the new millennium yet? We haven't heard of one, 
but we would be willing 10 bet (51) that Crave's Killer Loop (formerly known as Mag 3) would be а top 
contender. It boasts some super-fast frame rates along with d Wipeout style atmosphere. Where the 
game will separate itself from other futuristic racers is with track design. Using specially engineered 
pod-like ships, which can be magnetized to grip tight turns and vertical faces, you zip your way 
around tracks with hairpin curves, crazy jumps dnd killer loops. As with any game set in the future, 
you will be given the ability to cause destruction. There are three levels of both the offensive and defen- 
sive weapons Ideal for making sure the opposition knows who's #1, For multiplayer fans, there is also 
split screen action running at a super frame rate. Naturally, Killer Loop implements the Dual Shock, and 
very well from the preview version we check out. Look for d full review next month. 


А few, new screen shots of Medal 


of Honor, EA/Dreamworks’ impressive first- 
person shooter, came in just as we were 
going to press. Although we haven't been able to get our hands on an updated rev of 
the game, it would be d shame not to show and talk about this potential blockbuster title 
one more time before we review її. If you haven't caught any of our previous coverage, 
Мон lays claim to be the first World War i- tnemed action/adventure title developed 
for the PlayStation. inspired by none other than Mr. Spielberg himself, players take on. 
the role of an agent in the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) — the United States wartime 
spy and covert operations agency, who aided the Allied Forces m an effort to thwart 
the Мал takeover of Europe. Historically and technically accurate down to the most minute 
detail, this game is very impressive. Some of the features include 12 WWlI-era weapons, 
30 levels spanning eight missions, over 20 different enemies with separate animations 
dependent on where they're shot, the ability to disguise yourself with a fallen guard's 
uniform, and stealth elements (you use dark areas and shadows to go unnoticed. If all 
goes well, we'll have the review in next month's issue. 


infogrames 


In a strange twist of fate, Mission Impossible, d game that was originally 
announced as а launch title for the N64 only to be delayed well over a year-and- 
a-half, has made its way to the PlayStation. While the N64 version wasn't that well- 
received (we actually thought it was quite decent), Infogrames is banking on the 
PlayStation version to sell some decent numbers. Thankfully, X-ample, the devel- 
opers didn't take the quick and dirty port route and, instead, have taken their time 
to focus on the PlayStation's strengths in order to make the game look and work 
well on the system. The result is pretty impressive. In the game, players will assume 
the role of Ethan Hunt, Impossible Mission field agent, as he works his way through 
five diverse missions spanning 20 levels. Based loosely on the movie, the action 
takes place ın both first and third-person perspectives 
and mixes both action/adventure with puzzle solving. Some 
of the game's features include d variety of weapons and 
gadgets to use — dart guns, gas injectors, smoke gener- 
ators, blowpipes, field scanners, wire cutters, night vision 
goggles and even the face maker — high-resolution, CG 
cut-screens, chrome and environment mapping and spo- 
ken dialog (the last three were not in the N64 version). 


THE CREATORS OF COMMAND & CONQUER" ARE TURNING UP THE HEAT. 


PlayStation 


‚ Real-time strategy blended with blazing action Dozens of 3D-modeled units specific to each side 
‚ Sharp, 3D terrain with true elevation Solo play, head-to-head, or skirmish versus the Al 
‚ Play three distinct sides across 30 missions Pulsing cinematics and soundtrack 


1999 Electronic Arts. Westwood Studios and Electronic Arts are registered trademarks of Electronic Arts in the U.S. and/or other countries. Westwood Studios - 
is an Electronic Arts” company. Dune" °1999 Dino De Laurentiis Corporation licensed by Universal Studios Licensing, Inc. Playstation and the Playstation logos me - 
are registered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. The ratings icon is a trademark of the Interactive Digital Software Association. www.westwood.com 
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While Midway has had its share of hits and misses on the PlayStation in the past (San Francisco Rush, 
anyone?) they seem to have hit their stride and are currently working on a few impressive original games 
as well ds transiating some of their more popular arcade titles. NBA Showtime: МВА on NBC takes the 
SDfx-enhanced coin-op hit and does a decent job of downsizing it for the PlayStation, This NBA JAM-style 
two-on-two basketball game incorporates motion captured moves and animations (including crossover drib- 
bles, no-look passes, and rim-rocking dunks), hidden characters, and over 120 detailed NBA stars to make 
an addictive and super-fun single and multi-player experience. In addition, the game will feature aif 29 
МВА teams with the opfion to customize them with both real and created players, d host of real and fan- 
tasy courts, four player simultaneous action with the use of d multi-tap, sweet spots on the court, an on-fire 
mode and limited rules апа regulations. Look for Showtime to hit retail in time for the holiday rush. 


fox interactive 


Due to their film and television 
tie-ins, Fox Interactive has а wealth 
of licenses dnd properties they can 
tap into for potential video game cross-overs. in addition to Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer, they solely own the rights to the Planet of the Apes fran- 
chise, d cult TV and movie series that, even though there hasn't been any 
new material in years, is still widely recognized and known from both adult 
and kids alıke. So, ıt doesn't take a genius (or a talking ape) to figure out 
that the video game could be very cool. In this 3D, third-person actıon/adven- 
ture you take on the role of Ulysses, the sole human survivor of d crew of 
astronaughts who crash-landed on an uncharted planet 1,000 years in the 
future. Just like in the films, you soon discover evolution has taken а 
cruel twist, and apes have become the rulers of the world. in a bid for sur- 
vival, you will have to use your wits, cunning and brute strength to progress 
through the game and unravel the mystery of the compelling storyline. At 
this point, the game is very early and there is no other information to print. 
We'll be back т a future issue with more as soon as possible. 


While definitely a testament and showcase to the Dreamcast's power, the 
PlayStation version of Ready 2 Rumble Boxing doesn't look half-bad in compari- 
son. Looking and playing a tot like an updated, 3D version of Nintendo's popular 
Punch Out series, R2R features Michael Buffer's trademark call, Let's Get Ready 
to Rumble," and gives the players the opportunity to compete as one of 16 box- 
ers, each with their own distinct fighting style. In this zany boxing game, each boxer 
has been modeled "hyper-realistically" and comes with an unlimited number of 
punch combinations for both realistic and over-the-top boxing styles. Players үл! 
have the ability to compete in an arcade-style mode, contend for a championship 
belt, or play head-to-head. in addition, the game features a Championship Mode, 
in which players can take on the role of both the boxer and manager. assuming 
control of both money management 
— signing boxers, buying equipment, | 
etc., and training — working out in 
the gym, building power, making your 
мау through the ranks. We'll have 
our final judgement on R2R when it 
steps into the ring this November. 
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Anyone who's been playing home video games for the last 15 years should fondly remember the Smurfs ColecoVsion 
game which, for its time, was d colorful and technical marvel. So, in the most manlıest way possible, us veterans here 
at Dimension Publishing are squealing with glee at the prospect of a 30. Pandemonium-style Smurf PlayStation game — 
even if it Is geared toward younger players. In the game. players will assume the role of Hefty Smurf, who has been 
charged with going out and collecting food for the newest addition to the Smurf village — a little baby Smurf. The 
game 15 actually divided into two parts — an initiation set of levels geared for the very young and novice gamers, and 
d second, more complex set for those ready for more of d challenge. The actual gameplay harkens back to the 16-brt 
era, with plenty of action/platforming (as well as а fair share of butt-bouncing) їо be had. Of course, the full Smurf 
cast is here, including Papa Smurf, Smurfette, Gargamel and Azreal. In addition to the 3D adventure, Infogrames has 
included a Tamagotchi-style mini-game where you are in charge of taking care of the virtual baby Smurf. 


Spider-Man was first debuted at ЕЗ last year 
with little fanfare. At the time, it was nothing more 
than a rolling vide demo of Spidey web-slinging his 
way through a 3D city of New York, as well as climb- 
ing on both building walls and ceilings. Needless to 
Say, even from the early video we were extremely 
impressed. Developed by Neversoft (MDK, Apocalypse, Tony Hawk) and using a mod- 
ified version of their flawless 3D Tony Hawk engine (which is actually a modified 
version of their Apocalypse engine), Spider-Man for the PlayStation 15 actually the 
first time Spidey will be in a video game in true 3D (a challenge-for sure). While 
there's basically ltttle-to-no concrete information on the title available to us at 
this point, we're told that players will have the unique experience as Spider-Man 
of exploring all of the exciting locales from the popular comic and cartoon series 
while fighting crime using his spider-abilities (which include web shooting/sling- 
ing, hand-to-hand combat and climbing on all and any surfaces). In the game, expect 
to encounter all of Spidey's most infamous foes, including Doctor Octopus, the 
Lizard and the Green Goblin. Spider-Man 15 tentatively set to ship this Spring. 


infogrames 
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fa me vate Like the GameDay's, NHL's, NBA's and Need for Speed's, it's become commonplace to 

Е expect а new Test Drive from Infogrames (formerly Accolade) every year. As an all-new ver- 
мал: sion of the largely successful Test Drive racing franchise, thıs year's model, Test Drive 6, promis- 

4 es to offer a completely new and revamped physics model, giving each of the 40 licensed vehicles 
their true and accurate driving style and handling. Also new this year, TD6 will feature inter- 
active driving environments — including breakable objects, unexpected obstacles and пегуе- 
racking shortcuts — a brand new AI engine which showcases multiple police chases that have 
more than one police car chasing an opponent, or more than one police chase taking place 
at one fime, dnd improved high resolution graphics and environment mapping on the car mod- 
els. Here's the short-list of licensed cars this year: Dodge Viper, Concept Daytona Charger and 
Challenger, Plymouth Hemi and Prowler, Ford ‘99 Mustang, '68 Mustang, '80s Mustang GT and 
150 Lightning, Shelby Cobra, Saleen 


Mustang, TVR Cebera, Speed Twelve, $ Tj шшш 
Tuscan, Griffith and Chimaera, Aston i ANE s 
Martin Project Vintage and V8 Vintage, and o 9 aa 
Caterham Зирег7, There's a lot more to 

report. but it will unfortunately have to а а j 


wait for Erics review in next month's issue. 


Shoot to Score in 989 Sports 
NHL FaceDif 2000 Sweepstakes 


Five lirand Prize winners will receive: 

One NHL ГасайН 2000 Hockey Stick, one PlayStation® game console, 
опе copy of NHL Расе0Н 2000 and 

uns NHL РасвОЯ 2000 Meck Turtlensck 
Five First Prize winners will receive: 
Опе copy of NHL РасейН 2000 and 

one NHL FaceOif 2000 T-shirt 

10 Second Prize winners will receive: 

One NHL FaceOff 2000 T-shirt 
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My first 
й teaction after 
playing Tony Hawk for five 
straight hours, was to turn to 
Greg and say; "I think I'm going to give 
this game our first one hundred percent 
score." Which caused a serious flap in the office, 
naturally. "No game is perfect," | was told. "There's no 
' such thing." | decided to play some more to reach a final 
verdict. After playing nonstop for the next three days full eight eee Tadaman «хм — — 
hour days, mind you, not twenty minute sessions here dnd there — 
— | came to the conclusion that, while not totally perfect, Pro 
Skater 15 as damn close to gaming perfection as I've ever come 
across. 


This game succeeds on a near-transcendent level, Never have | sat down 
with a game that is so immediately entertaining and flat-out fun. Regardless 
of the type of gamer you are — hardcore, casual, sports nut, action fiend, 
whatever — there is an element to this game that will suck you in and 
make you quite happy, For the casual types, the game is fast and it 
15 very easy to get up in the air and do some spine-destroying stunts. Heck, you don't even 
have to compete if you're not into going for points; you can just scoot around the levels and 
goof off. For the serious, however, there's an extremely competitive Career Mode that will 
keep you glued to the couch (floor, comfy chair, whatever you play games in or on) until you've 
figured out where fhe hidden items аге or how to quickly rack up the most points for big 
stunts, 


A 3D graphic engine this impressive, even at the end of the PlayStation's lifecycle when 
we feel like we've just about seen it all, is something to marvel at. As I've said before in 
other reviews, speed is crucial in sports or racing games, and since Pro Skater Is a little of both, 
pokey framerates just ain't gonna cut it. Hs so hard to believe that this is essentially the same 
3D engine that powered "Apocalypse," the near-universally vilified game 
that starred the digitally enhanced head of Bruce Willis. Of course, Apocalypse 
wasn't really Neversoft's fault; they came in last minute and threw together 
the existing diverse elements of crap that Activision had already assembled, 
cranking out d game that just had to ship їп order to make back some of the 
money spent on development costs. One of the cool innovations that Neversoft 
created for Apocalypse is the streaming video textures, which dre used in 
several of the Pro Skater environments fo project music and skating videos on 
walls and billboards. 


Pro Skater's environments are solid and believable, if not particularly 
interactive, The best part about the game is that everything can and should 
be skated on. Tables, curbs, railings, ramps, escalators, traffic signals, billboards 
— if you can see if, you can most likely skate across, over or underneath it. 
Neversoft has added some breakable objects to their worlds, including 
plate glass windows, boxes, signs апа, in an altogether cool moment, the 


backstop of a basketball hoop. Now, if only you could hang 
from the rim... 


The gameplay is incredible. The stunts are so over-the-top 
and physically impossible that | found myself laughing like a 
mental patient every time | executed and landed а series of 
insane tricks. Not only does the gameplay mechanic of Pro Skater 
thumb ifs nose at the Laws of Physics, but if knocks over 
the concept of gravity and grinds across its face. 15 
the game realistic? No. Do we want if to be? No. Asky 
Dave watched me play for a while and complained; 
“It's like you've got а jetpack attached to your 
skateboard." To which | replied; “Yeah. Ain't it cool?" 


found early on that, although the Dual Shock compatibility is quite nice, nothing beats 
the shear on/off precision of the pldin old digital pad while punching out huge moves. The 
analog controllers are a bit mushy in comparison, but there 15 a huge trade-off for playing 
with the d-pad. The single worst element of the PlayStation controller, the uncomfortably 
hard d-pad, with its stupidly separated directional buttons, causes massive damage to your 
thumbs in marathon skating sessions. Since the secret to Pro Skater is fo grab big air and then 
begin rotating the d-pad like а nut, you're constantly mashing your thumb across the d-pad. 
After the first solid day of playing, my left thumb was swollen and sore, which caused tasers of pain to 
shoot up my hand whenever | used it. Even so, 1 found myself playing again the next day, grifting through 
the pain and still loving the game. 


Skating has always been tied closely fo the punk/alternative scene, which has been captured smartly 
in the selection of tunes. Bay Area ait-heroes Primus weigh in with one of their finest, "Jerry Was A Race 
Car Driver,” Goldfinger contribute some of their Warped Tour mall ska, while the Dead Kennedys (old school 
San Fran punk) toss out the oldie-but-goody "Police Truck." There are a few more tracks from bands 
like Even Rude, Suicidal Tendencies, Speedealer, Suicide Machines, The Ernies and Unsane, While the punk- 
fest is coolio, you're going to hear these same songs repeated over and over as you play the game, so 
don't be surprised to find yourself whistling a 
jaunty ska-punk song а few hours after playing. 
Hands down, one of the best lyrics in quite some 
‘time comes from The Vandals song “Euro-Barge,” 
which contains the line: “i am the ambassador/Of 
kick-your-ass-idor." Poetry, thy name is punk. 

This game should come with a big "Kids, Don't 
Try This At Home" sficker attached to it. Not only 
15 the gameplay itself on the hairy side, but the 

| | disc has d few street skating videos stuck away in the options menu, including 

. = cinemahics of each of the skaters. Wiping out is brushed off with o speed 
and grace that | know | lacked when | was but a young lad eating pavement 
i at night at my local junior high school. Some of the falls your character 
takes would leave a real human hospitalized or forty IQ points 
dumber, but your polygonal deckmeister will merely hop back 
on his board and continue on his way, even if a huge 
spray of blood has just fountained out of his head. 
Oh yedh, none of these skaters wear safety 
equipment, either, which isn't really 
setting a good example for the 
youth of today. Which is 
cool, ‘cause pads are for 


For every 
— — Au rule of thumb, there 
$ is always an exception. 
Wipeout 15 the exception to the 
rule; "sequels always suck." 
The original Wipeout was undeniably 
good, but it wasn't perfect. Wipeout XL (or 2097 
for you import loving gamers) improved the gameplay, 
updated the look and introduced America to the name Red 
Bull. Wipeout 64, although not а PSX game, was more of а Wipeout 
v2.5 than а true sequel. It introduced some cool ideas to the 
Wipeout universe, such as the different competition modes 
and four-player racing, but a few items were implemented poorly, such í E^ 
ds the "god" weapons and the low framerate in the aforementioned —— 
four-player mode. - 
Wipeout 3 draws all of the positives and попе of the negatives from the 
previous games, Once again featuring d new look - courtesy of the 
Designer's Republic - Wipeout 5 has all new tracks, new ship designs, 
new wedpons and d smarter Al, all while keeping the proper feel 
of the series. The instant you pick up the controller, you know this is a Wipeouf game. 


The biggest change to the series is the Dual Shock support. Previous games supported 
andlog control on the PSX via the neGcon controller, but because the neGcon never gained 
me mass-market penetration it deserved, most gamers have been stuck playing Wipeout 
in digital mode. Once you've fried analog control, you'll never want to go back. By combing 
the analog stick with the airbrakes, it is possible to slide through some insane turns in 

the game. In fact, there is more than one track where power sliding is ргеНу much required 
if you expect to finish in one piece. 
^ ` Another major improvement to Wipeout 3 is the skill level of the computer opponents. in 
previous Wipeout titles, the computer opponents were fairly dumb. 
Wipeout 64 introduced "smart" opponents and they have been kept 
for Wipeout 3. The А! players in the game are cutthroat. They don't gain 
any magical abilities, but they do know how to race. Even in the early levels, 
you will have to play well in order to place first. it is not uncommon to 
see the Al players attacking one another and vying for position. It 15 also 
not uncommon for an Al player fo blast you with а missile as they zoom by. 
Use of the shield power-up was more or less opfional in Wipeout XL. In 
Wipeout 3, the shield is necessary as d defensive weapon. 


Other weapons in the game include а revamped диаке (which has 
one of the best sound effects in the game), а force wall that will stop an 
opponent cold, and an energy drain that will restore your energy at the 
Y Ч ind expense of ап opponent. In all, there are 12 different wedpons to use. 

m in addition to the new weapons, players now have the ability fo turbo 
boost at any time, so long as you still have an energy reserve, Once 


your energy level drops to around 20 percent you will 
not be able to use turbo any longer, but at that point your 
ship 15 а prime target for enemy weapons. Now, throw in 
the fact that pit stops are no longer long enough to completely 
restore your energy level and another element of strategy 
has been added to the game, A turbo boost may shoot you 
ahead, but it will also wedken your ship. 


Music has always been ап important part of the 
Wipeout series, and in Wipeout 3 the UK's DJ Sasha 
has taken the helm. A mixture of original 

н compositions by Sasha and licensed music by 
artists such as Orbital, Propellerheads, MKL and Paul Van Бук, the soundtrack is an 
excellent example of European techno with a slight ambient influence. Although the songs 
are produced by different artists, they all flow together as if produced by one group. 
There has been no official word, but rumor has it that a soundtrack CD (similar to the 
one released for Wipeout XL) is in the works. 


There are a total of eight new tracks in Wipeout 3, The tracks vary from easy to incredibly 
difficult, but the learning curve (5 soft enough that even a beginning player can pick up a 
controller and jump into d race, Mastering the game though is incredibly difficult. The genius 
of the track design becomes apparent when you realize that you've just wasted three hours attempting 
to shave two seconds off of a lap fime. 


The single player game is kept interesting with the inclusion of various racing modes. The expected 
single track races are here, as well as time trial, challenge, eliminator and tournament modes, The 
challenge modes are similar to those found in Wipeout 64. Taken one track at a time, the challenges 
are not necessarily about finishing first. Challenge mode alone can add hours to the game, Eliminator 
mode is all about taking out the other racers while keeping yourself alive, and tournament mode is 
the classic "race through everything" option that is а Wipeout tradition. 


Multiplayer competition is provided for via 
a two-player split screen. You have the option 
of splitting horizontally or vertically. The game 
even has a perspective correction mode for 
playing on a widescreen TV - yes, one of those 
insanely expensive, but good looking sets, If 
you hdve d widescreen TV, you now hdve а 
game that can use it. А four-player mode is 
also available (unofficially) if you have а link 
cable and a second PlayStation around. It isn't 
the easiest thing to setup, but if you have the space, and the equipment, 
four-player racing can easily consume the better part of a weekend. 
You'll need to enter a code to enable the four-player mode. Check the 
EXecute section for details. 


Wipeout 3's only weak poinf is a tendency fo slow down 
slightly in certain areas (such as the Mega Mall entrance). 
Even this isn't necessarily a bad thing though, 
because when you're moving at full throttle 
a little slowdown on d sharp corner can 
actually be an asset, 


When ай is said and done, Wipeout 
3 is one hell of a game. As developers 
move their resources from the PSX to the 
Р52, we can only hope and pray that Wipeout 
4 is in the mix somewhere. In the meantime, 
Wipeout 3 is here. Н doesnit get any better than this. 
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if you 
have had your 
PlayStation for any 
amount of time (ie., 3-4 
years), then you are probably 
aware of the Destruction Derby 
(DD) series of games from Psygnosis. 
201 was one of the first games that made 
you say, "Wow, the PlayStation really is a 
powerful machine", and DD2 was such a wonderful 
game that it still ranks in my personal Top 10 of 
PSX games. Well, there hasn't been a new DD game 
in three years (although DD3 is planned for release 
somefime next Spring), and when | heard that Accolade 
(now infogrames) was working on а similar title, i was alt- 
a-flutter — and а bit skeptical. After all, if their new game 
wasn't EXACTLY like my old favorite, well, then there would be 
“heck” їо pay come review time. 


| guess Гуе been converted, then, because Demolition 
Racer is not exactiy like Destruction Derby 2, but it is d fine example of how 
to take a good idea (how could smashing cars NOT be a good idea?) and 
expound upon it. 

Demolition Racer uses a modified Test Drive 5 engine, so you may 
recognize the game right away, as it has the "Iook" of a Pitbull game. 
However, the modification comes into play when you start to talk about 

framerate. Despite the fact that there are 16 cars at the start of each 

race, DR absolutely screams! it's so fast, you'll be amazed that you actually 
have any control over your car whatsoever. And the confrol is tight! You 
can powerslide through curves, line yourself up for the big hit, then hit the 
gas апа ram the crud out of the guy in front of you, for 
d nice 50-point award. 


The point system employed with Demolition Racer is a nice 
addition fo this type of game; ds with the DD series, you never 
had quite a grasp of how you were racking up the points. With 
DR, after each collision, you'll see fhe number of points you 
" à received along with a littie text below that says something like 
"start fire" (worth 60 points). Basically, you get 5 to 50 points 
for a hit, depending on how much faster you're going than the 
car you smack. Hif a car thats going the same speed you are, 
and you'll get 5, while if you're going full throttle, and whack 
а guy that's out for a Sunday drive, then you'll receive 50, plus 
additional points for spinning it or knocking if into a wall. п 
Demolition mode, the goal is to finish as high as you can in the 
race while obtaining as many hit points as possible. Your 


position is basically a multiplier (1st place 
is 25, 2nd is 22, and so on) that determines your 
overall score. For instance, finish 1st in the race 
while accumulating 1000 points, and you'll end up 
with an overall score of 25,000. However, you may 
not be fhe overall winner because the guy who 
finished 3rd (20-point multiplier) finished with 
1500 ВИ points, and thus had an overall 
score of 30,000. Since every race is 
random, you may score 10,000 points 
one race and come in 5th place, while 
the very next race you'll only score 5,500 points and you'll come in 1st 
place overall. 


Also, while you are causing all of this destruction and mayhem, 
your car is taking on damage, and will suffer damage with each hit you 
take AND dish out. The cars all show multiple levels of damage as they 
get hit, and eventually they'll explode into a fiery ball when you're fime 
15 up! 

There are many types of gameplay modes in Demolition Racer, including 
Chicken, Suicide, Demolition, Chase, 8 Last Man Standing. There are ten different 
tracks and a half-a-dozen different "bowls" to check out, and eight cars to select 
(although most are locked, and will have to be earned in order fo open them up). 
Some of the tracks are perfectly designed for this type of racing, as you can take the 
right line to position yourself for the big kill! There are also plenty of alternate routes 
that usually hold a power up or two. You can find bonus boxes that hold either 
Health, Points, limited Invulnerability, or Damage. The computer is no dummy, though, 
so don't think that those boxes will be around the next time you pass by — better 
get them on the first lap. or you can bet that one of the 15 computer dudes will! 


My favorite part of Destruction 
Derby 2 is losing three of your four 
tires, yet still being able to limp along 
and cause some damage to the other Г D = 
cars. Or, you've only got your two right 2 
side fires, and can only до in circles, 8 
yet you can still cause some grief! m VA. 
Unfortunately, that play mechanic has 
not been included in DR. While | 


Й 1: 1" n ym aD understand the reason (it's still a race, after all), № would 
[wn have been nice to have employed it in one the the other 
gameplay modes (like the Bowi League). Also, when selecting 


your car before the race , you'll notice that all of the other 
Lem 2T cars in the race have the exact same car you do, albeit 

N жиг r = ger LE they have different paint jobs. Some may complain 
E > Бе ү. 1. about this, but it doesn't make any difference 
am Р? to me. First of all, you'll be going so fast, 

you won't have time fo notice, and 
secondly, the cars will ай have 


ifferent shapes and tooks Demolition Racer is a fantastic 
d game, and one that | can't seem to 
because of the the stop playing! The course designs are 


damage they have perfect for this type of game, the music 
is wonderful (apparently I’m starting to grow 


sustained. fond of Fear Foctory and Junkie XL), and the 
number of differen? gameplay modes make 
Demolition Racer a game I'll be playing for a long, long 
time to come. Consider me a convert, and a skeptk no more! 


When Greg 
asked me to rewew this 
game, he did so almost 

ically, because he knows how 
much | put in playing the first game in the 
series over and over again, But all the fime 1 spent 
on the first game has given me а unique insight to the series 
in all its forms, from play mechanics to backstory. While Resident 
Evil 3: Nemesis is definitely more of the same, Capcom has made a 

few changes and additions to make the gameplay stand out enough to make 
long-time fans happy. | wish that the Dino Crisis 3D enhancements had been 


added, but perhaps it was felt that RE fans would not be happy with the тт ри” 
subtraction of the beautifully detailed 20 backgrounds for which the series is- А ret e Y 
known. 4 

"This game wos originally referred to by Capcom as “Resident Evil 2 1/2," since it's not " nt 


quite a true sequel. In fact, when we first heard about if, if was still being called Resident Evi: уг ар m, 
Nemesis; it took a while for someone in the marketing department, ether here or in Japan, to — Ч 
realize that they could sell a trillion more copies if И was clearly a sequel. Hence 

the addition of the number “3” to the title, 


In normal Capcom fashion, Nemesis isn't actually а separate game in terms of the story arc. Instead, it eusts 

in two moments in time: immediately before the events of Resident Evil 2 (with Jill as the main character) und, 

in the second half, immediately afterwards (where you switch to Carlos, d mercenary in Umbrella's employ). 

instead of branching out with а new story, Shinji Mikami and crew have conte up with what could best be described 
as an interlude or side-story. 


Nemesis begins with Jill Valentine, the heroine of the first Resident Evil. Jill has recovered from the 
events of the first game and is planning on getting out of town and away from STARS, when everything once again 
goes straight to hell. Her first order of business is fo try to hook up with any remaining STARS members, 50 she 
heads off to the Raccoon City Police Department to look for her teammates. Unfortunately, the only thing waiting 
for her there is the Nemesis him(it?)self. 


Just what is this huge, sutured and surly creature and why does it have such a 
passionate dislike for STARS members? The only word the creature can force through its 
misshapen lips 15 “STARS!,” which is uttered with a scary vehemence that indicates it has а 
bone to pick with Raccoon’s defenders, The Nemesis is nothing if Rot single-minded. Once he 
pops up, he's on your tail, forcing you to worry about d lot more than the occasional zombie, 
devil dog, or mutant critter, After all, zombies only nibble on you. Nemesis, if you're out of 
his immediate throttling-and-poking range (which is d good idea, believe me), will fire a rocket 
at you. Which is really not cool. 

The Nemesis is the most unique part of this new game and is used effectively throughout. 
One comes away from the game with the feeling that he really doesn’t like you and wants 
you definitely, ultimately, spectacularly dead. You'll be cursing the monster ds it appears at 
ГЭ extremely inopportune moments, smashing through doors, jumping through windows or, 
№ even more creepy, suddenly standing right behind you. Unlike the broinless zombies, you can't 
wd shake him by simply running into another room. He will follow you, making it even more 
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difficult to navigate narrow possages and evade the already large : х 
amount of other "normal" monsters already roaming the streets and B З 
alleyways of Raccoon City. And, if you're running from him down а long ғ 7 
hallway. make sure to zigzag; moving In a straight line will earn you a rocket DA | 
to the back of the head, бт я ( 
RES: Nemesis doesn't have nearly as many changes to the engine and 4 


game structure as Dino Crisis does, but fhere 15 a good sprinkling of 
fresh bits and pieces that are obvious reactions to gamers' 
feedback from the previous games. First off, as Capcom has 
been promising, the zombies are much foster and more 
unpredictable. They lurch after you with surprising speed, pop around corners suddenly, follow you down stairs 
and into connecting rooms, and clutch at you as you attempt to sprint by them. It's much harder to simply 
run past, since they're not the plodding, dopey monsters we remember. There also happens to be a full-on 
army of the walking dead, instead of merely one or two per room. In one instance, | was out of ammo and 
ran up d fire escape, hoping to reset the Al and make the zombies "forget" | was there. No such luck When i 
came back down, not only had they not forgotten, but five more of their pals had shown up to the party and the 
entire group was collected around my only way down, waiting to do the Zombie Boogie on my face. 


The overall pace of ће game is much different as well. 1 don't think RES even belongs in the "survival horror” 
category, as the emphasis is much more on action. You're on the run from the first moments of the game. The idea of 
the original was that you were (ow on ammo, surrounded by inexplicable mysteries and trapped in a haunted house, frying 
to figure out what was going on without becoming an аррейгег, Now that the cat's been let out of the Бар, we all know what's 
up with Umbrella, the T-Virus and all those pesky mutants, (15 a lof less spooky, To make up for the lack of surprise, Capcom s 
flooded the game with а huge amount of angry. brata-suckung, recently deceased Raccoon City citizens. 

Not only is ЛИ stl the Master of Unlocking, but she has now become the Master of the Broken Tackle. Her new move is a 
shoulder-smack that can bounce zombies back d few steps, giving you breathing room to open that door you're desperately 


trying to reach or 10 get some space to open up witht a big weapon, Spend a lot of fime learning how to use the dodge and shove 
moves, though, as they'll save you о lof and ammo and green herbs. One word of advice, however: don't try this move on the 
Nemesis. 


Like the lost game, Capcom has sfocked Raccoon City 
with all sorts of impressive ordinance, from submachine 
guns to Mids, grenade launchers to flame throwers, large 
caliber handguns to even larger-bore shotguns, All the 
weaponry has even been licensed or approved by the 
manufacturers, because each firearm is now an exacting 
representation of the real thing. Capcom even has 0 deal 
in Japan with Tokyo Магиа), an airsoft gun company, 10 
produce replica Resident Evil BB guns. 

Is it me, or does this game have an oddly disjointed beginning? Jill goes from having 
Deep Thoughts on her bed to being blasted into the street. From there, you run through а 
door, where she engages in a conversation with a big fat coward who moans about his 
daughter and then locks himself in a big-rig trailer, The weirdest part is Jill's dialogue. 
She begins talking to the dude about escaping, without introducing herself or 
taking part in normal everyday conversational rituals. Did Capcom cut 
something? Was there a scene left out? Also, can someone please 
explain why Carlos looks like а cool mercenary, but Jill 
looks like she's ready to step out for a night on the 


т While | was personnily lah 
vr feeling a bit indifferent the third 


town? Exactly what was Jill going to do with ^ time around, | can still recognize that 
herself professionally tat the huge fanbase that Capcom has earned 
1 now she will be more than happy with this дате, There 
was leaving STARS? тй are many more branching points ю the story which 


effect the immediate flow of the game, as well as your 
ending (of which there are three). Random elements reward 
you for trying different things and the game is much, much lorger 


fhan any of the previous titles. The inclusion of the Nemesis makes you 
feel like you're the one being hunted for once, and is unique enough to 
give a whole new spin to the game. If you don’t mind a little Моод and violence 
— OK, a lot of blood and violence — make it a priority to pick this baby up. 
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Every so often a game receives “legendary” status for spending 
years in development. Many times the result is a complete POS, but every 
once in awhile something good comes of the whole expertence. Grandia falls info 
К | the latter category. 

Bn ud Grandia was originally programmed by Game Arts, the Japanese development company best 
& 35 ES ES known for the Lunar series, First released in Japan many moons ago, the game appeared on the Sega 
Saturn. Originally the game was supposed to be released domestically for the Satur, but the console's demise 
kind of killed that option. Other rumors indicated that Working Designs was considering the titte, but those plans 
never worked out. Finally, after years of delay, Sony Computer Entertainment America picked up the title and announced 
if was coming to the PlayStation. Thankfully the game Is worth the wait, 


The story follows the adventures of a young boy by the name of Justin, Justin, like any other young boy living m a fantasy world, 
has decided to become an adventurer. Although his beginnings are rather pathetic (he believes that a dirty apron ts the “legendary 
armor"), Justin soon learns the way of the warrior and becomes quite the buff kid. 


Visually, because the game is 50 old, the graphics look а bit dated, but nothing terrible, Everything has an anime style design, 
мн ne lay me тэх ͤ— д НЕ 
Saturn back in 1997), it is surprising how well the game stands the test of ums. 


Like most Game Arts games, the presentation in Grandia is wonderful, At the time of review we didn't have final packaging, 
so there's no word on any extras (if any), but the game itself is nicely done. Grandia begins with a пісе movie style intro. 
that segues seamlessly into the actual gameplay. 
One disappointing aspect 15 the lack of voice acting 
throughout. The major sections of gameplay have some really 
nice voice acting, but the majority of the conversations are 
simply text on the screen. tt would have been much nicer if 
the full game had been voiced, or not at all. As it is, the game 
begins with a voiced section and then switches fo basic Text. 
A bit of a letdown, unfortunately. 


The world of Grandia is rendered in 3D buf, unlike the 
worlds of Final Fantasy vu and Vili, everything is rendered on the 
fly. This means you can move the camera around as 
you see fit. This is a nice touch because it allows the 

environment to be truly interactive. Sometimes an item 
you need will be behind а building. in the Final Fantasy games, 
you would have to hope you knew an item was hidden. In Grandia, 
you simply move the camera to look around an obstacle. 


As a text heavy role-playing game, a lot of the game relies 
on the translation work. For the most рагі, the translation 
is great, The reviewable beta | looked at had a few minor issues 
with the transtation, but nothing major enough to detract from 
the game. Like other role playing games, talking 10 people and 
adventuring around is the name of the game. Grandia strikes a 
fice balance between keeping you on-track for a mission and allowing you to 
adventure around and explore the world. 


Despite the age of the title, Sony has kept it current by including Оша! 
Shock support. If is entirely possible to play the game with 0 generic digital 
pad, but the Dual Shock support is a nice touch. It is something that 
gamers have come їо expect, and it does add to the game. 


A Musically, the soundtrack to Grandia is decent, 
As role-playing games gain but not overwhelmingly exceptional. None of the 
popularity here in the States, it is ‘ compositions really stand out, but by the 
nice to see that game companies are same token, none of them really get 
bringing over some of the better titles z 5 
from Japan. Now, if they could only release . ба your nerves either. The 
them in a timely fashion, the situation would be soundtrack simply does the job, 


wonderful, Fans of the Lunar series, and the role- 


Р” 
playing genre in general, will absolutely love this game. 
Everyone else should find it quite enjoyable. 


— Ti 
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I fell you, in the last six months it seems as though 
there have been more fishing games either announced or 
released than any other genre of game. ! may be exaggerating 
just a tad but, good grief, how many fishing games can one console 
support? Don't get me wrong. | love ‘ет and have played them all. but i 
think we've just about caught every freakn' bass in the water. However, just 
when you think you've had your fill, Agetec changes the rules. Bass Landing is d 
little different than the rest of the pack, if for no other reason than the fact that it comes 
with an analog fishing controller that you actually cast and reel with, | remember when Î 
first saw this game and controller over a year ago, | didn't think it would ever make it to the States. 
Low and behold, here it is and fishing will never be the same. 


id ™ 
1 -Ё 
x 2 : + 
Let's {асе it, the big news here is the controller, but allow me to talk a little about the game B. = * D 
first. Like just about every other bass fishing game, the main gameplay element is set up around О: LN CM | 
Em ә Cu 


a tournament on a variety of different lakes. in this case, there are five. There are 14 different um 
species of fish to contend with and over 50 different kinds of rods, reels and lures in your "E" tackle 
box. The first thing you'll notice about the gameplay is the only underwater view you'll gef 15 a replay 
of a successful catch. The focus of Bass Landing is a true simulation — after all, you don't get to 
see underwater in real life now, do you! You get all of the state-of-the-art equipment though. a 
fish finder, electric motor, cast meter, etc. You control just about every aspect of the action 
except the clock, of course. You also receive some "hints" before the start of each tournament 
to clue you in on the day's conditions. The real key to success, however, is the tutorial. 
This 1$ a must if you expect to catch anything worth keeping. If takes you through ай 
aspects of the game with a rather comical instructor. Being the impetuous gamer that 

| am, | started fishing right away and blew off the tutorial, then wondered why | wasn't 
catching anything. Needless to say, don’t blow it off. Bass Landing truly comes to 
life, however, when you hook a fish and start fighting the bugger with that awesome 
controller. 


It's almost impossible to describe the feeling when you're fighting a virtual fish with 
this controller. Н truly is the next best thing fo being there. | had to put the game on 
pause more than once to get another beer. It made the experience complete! It's set 
up for right-handed gamers but, as а 

lefty, | had no trouble. You can cast with 
it, reel in and control all aspects of the game. 
The shoulder and control buttons are all on 
me face, as well as the start and select buttons, 
The analog control is in the middle. Everything 
frts well together, causing little to no fatigue. 


After spending more than a week with this 
game, | can't imagine ever wanting to play 
another fishing game without this kind of 
controller. tf has totally changed the experience 
from somewhat passive to total immersion. The 
game itself is a little better than average and the inability 

to see underwater does detract, but the total package is 
8 must buy for fans of fishing games. You just can't be without 
it. One word of caution, however, and that is that there 
аге no arcade elements here, so don't expect fast- 
paced action. You'll be sitting there for awhile. 
From d consumer's standpoint, the best 
news, however, 15 that the price of the 
game won't be affected by the AW tc 
- й d n line? Easy; een 
inciusion of the reel. А good 2” ^ action offered by the we оос the 
game made great by ча gameplay, and the price, Bass Landing is 
a must-purchase for the, highly sought after, 
fan of the fishing genre. Unless your favorite 
rental place will rent the controller with the game, 
renting ís a waste. If you like fishing, buy it. You'll be 
glad you did. 


Re-Volt is an excellent game — if you're playing it on a 3D 
accelerated PC. Unfortunately the PlayStation version 15 nowhere 
near as good. in fact, it is pretty darn bad. 


t Re-Volt is а racing game, but instead of full size cars, you race radio-controlled 
= ш models. instead of racing on full size tracks, you race through environments such as а 
ELE local neighborhood, a supermarket or a museum. Because d typical radıo-controlled car is 
only about a foot long, locations, which would normally be quite boring, actually become quite exciting, 


For the most part, the level design 15 good. The developers have done d great job of using everyday items 
to create the courses. The first level, for example, has you jumping off curbs, driving underneath d parked саг 
and racing through an empty drainage pipe. This is exactly the sort of stuff we raced around when we were younger. 


In order to spice up the gameplay a bif, Re-Volt adds weapons їо the mix. Borrowing a page from Mario Kart in 
this regard, the weapons run the gamut from ol slicks and bottle rockets fo an electrical burst that will stop any 
nearby vehicle, Other interesting rfems include a bomb, which must be passed off to an opponent before it explodes, 
and a battery, which serves as a turbo boost. The only thing missing here 15 a "weapon drop" option, At times you 

may end up with an item you don't want, Unfortunately the only way to get rid of a weapon (and pick up a new one) 
is to actually use the one you currently have 


On the surface Re-Vott sounds like a lot of fun, but the PlayStation hardware combined with shoddy programming 
makes this game almost unplayable, A number of minor problems destroy what otherwise could have been an 
excellent title. 


The most noticeable problem with Re-Volt is the 
incredibly jumpy control. If 15 nearly impossible to make 
minor steering corrections, Even when using the analog 
sticks on 0 Dual Shock your car will jump around more 
than a grasshopper. The touchy control means that 
precision driving 15 all for naught. Players are more 
likely to feel frustrated, rather than challenged, when 
playing this game. 

Another problem with the game is the horrible frame 
rate. In a racing game everything needs to be 
moving along smoothly. In Re-Volt it is quite 
obvious the game engine 15 having trouble pushing 

— the necessary amount of polygons because certain areas 

2 - are extremely choppy. This ruins апу illusion of speed. 
س‎ - ge | The game also suffers from graphical glitches such as 
Q 3 : | pop-up and improper perspective, not to mention 
annoyingly long load times. 


Like most other racing games, Re-Volt uses techno- 
style background music during the races. Only problem 
is, if isn't very good techno music, The soundtrack is fairly 
bland and after a few hours of playing the music all sounds 
the same. Thankfully there is an option to turn off the in-game music. 


On the upside Re-Volt does have pretty much everything you'd expect 
from а racing game. Single level races. championship racing. head to head 
racing, hidden cars and locked tracks are all here. There is even a level 
editor, which allows you to create your own tracks. 


The level editor is basic, but it works. Most players 
should have the basics of level creation down 
Re-Volt is o game that probably within an hour or so. Custom levels can be 

should not have been released just saved to a memory card and traded 


yet. The game still needs quite a bit of " j j 
work. The PlayStation version just can't with friends. This is almost 


compete with titles such as Wipeout 3 and reason enough to consider the 
Crash Team Racing. The included level editor is game — almost. 
really the only positive thing about this game. Rent 
if you must, but whatever you do, don’t actually buy 
the PlayStation version of this game. Get the PC version 
instead, № is much, much better. 


tated 


ч TEST DRIME: 


OFF ROAD 8 


Нага fo believe we're on the third installment of this 
sertes! The original game was decent, but suffered from slippery 
control and lackluster graphics. The sequel looked much better buf, 
as it utilized the Test Drive 4 engine, it didn't quite "feel" like an off-road 
game. Not only did it offer fewer courses, but it also suffered from the same 
slippery control. 


At first glance, TD: Off Road 3 looks like it has combined the best features of the prior 
games. There are a total of eleven varied tracks which can be raced during the day or night 
and forwards or backwards (the tracks go backwards, not the trucks). While most of the courses 
are still checkpoint-based, there are some circuit courses ав well. There dre also more than 25 different 
vehicles to drive, ranging from Nissan Pathfinders to military Hummers. 


Aside from the Arcade and two-player split-screen mode there is d World Tour containing three 
different divisions and d Championship where you can test your skill agdinst increasingly difficult computer 
opponents. Finishing these divisions opens up new tracks dnd trucks for the Arcade mode апа also earns 
money for purchasing better vehicles and upgrades such as tires, engines, dnd suspension systems. у 

After the race is finished, you can watch a Gran Turismo-style replay with some cool camera angles 
of the action, There are also 10 musical tracks to choose from by "alternative rock" artists such as Blink 
182 and incubus. 


Graphically, TD:OR3 is fairly impressive. Although there are some clipping problems, most 
notably in the Yucatan course, each track features d wide variety of obstacles and scenery. No 
more boring rocks dnd dirt — instead there dre railroad cars, redwood trees, pyramids, 
dry creek beds, bridges, bayou swamps, and even the snow-covered streets of New York! 
There are some seriously steep hills to climb and lots of places to get airborne. Some of the 
courses are а little bit too dark and detailed, however, making it difficult to see where 
you are going. But | guess that is part of the thrill of off-roading. 


Despite all of these excellent features, the game still has one annoying problem — it is 
very difficult, It's not just that the computer opponents are hard to beat, which they are, but 
your vehicle is tough to control. | didn't expect the vehicles to stick to the "road," since the 
game is supposed to be an off-road racer. However, | also didn't expect to constantly fight to 
keep control of my truck. The slightest 

turn made my rear wheels spin ouf, small 
jumps made me bounce all over the place, and it 
was quite easy to get bogged down in the mud or 
stuck in a corner. Although each vehicle had 
different characteristics, none of them drove as 
tightly as | wanted them too. 


TD:OR3 has an interesting play mechanic — 
fhe game recommends pumping the "X" button 
for power bursts when climbing hills or going 
through the mud. | found that if you pump the 
power button during the entire race you will have much better 
control than if you simply hold down the accelerator. The 
downside is that few players аге going to want to pump the 
dcceleration button continuously. A less important criticism 
concerns the on-screen map. Because the courses have so 
many alternative routes, the map is practically worthless. 
The fact that it is upside-down makes it totally 
worthless. 


if the control wos a little tighter, 


This is the best PlayStation off- 


the game would definitely bea road game yet, with excellent 
winner. As it is, TD:ORS is a course variety and designs as well as 
lots of gameplay options. Unfortunately, 
very good game, but the the control is still too slippery and the computer 


frustration level is d opponents are quite difficult to beat. 
littie too high. е 
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NOW! 


Haen’t it been long enough for male role-playing gamers? 
Now, in unison, say “Yes, we agree!” Finally, Thousand Arms 
gives us PlayStation owners the chance to pick up on virtual women 
and save the world. Sure, the girls may be young, but it’s still legal in the 
kingdom of Traddgard. 


Filling the shoes of Meis Triumph, you start off as а young blacksmith with little hope; 
No weapon, no future, no home, and most sadly, no dating prospects, The evil empire has 
attacked your home and, having escaped, you start out on your quest for revenge, only to end up 
saving the world. Where Thousand Arms separates itself from the competition is in how Meis and his party 
evolve. 


Passing through towns, Meis meets up with a strange lot of characters, ranging from disheveled children 
to unfaithful wives. Regardless, Meis is always trying for the big score with pickup lines galore. As the party 
grows, Romeo here gets the opportunity to date any of the fine-looking women in his group. In doing so, their 
intimacy levels grow, and, in turn, Meis is able to forge stronger, more powerful weapons with an elemental- 

based power-up associated with the dame. 


Thousand Arms sports а unique fighting system in which the front character is the sole attacker, while the 
other two party members hang behind and provide support (the same goes for the enemies), Multiple attack 
options are available including weapon, magic, items, and summoning. Meis' backup passe can be called in 
for support and can also use projectiles and/or magic to aid 

in the battle. If is turn-based and ends up being а fairly 
workable fighting engine. It's easy to get accustomed 
to and adds some new features to combat like random 
taunts arid power-tips from the rest of the company. 


Anime fons will enjoy the graphics, as the 
characters, dating sequences, and most of the cut- 
scenes utilize hand-drawn Japanamion, At first, it 

looks Kind of funny, only because the lush character 

design and the colors look incredibly bright on the 

earth-tone polygonal backdrops. The battles use 2D 

sprite characters on 3D backgrounds and 
feature choppy animations, while the rest of 
the interface utilizes full polygonal environments. 
They work well, appear clean, and with a customizable 
camera, it is fairly simple to get a view of the 

surroundings. 


What makes Thousand Arms fun is definitely the 
dating aspect. While surely a bit on the cheesy side, 
all of the girls are looking for different things in their 
man, and you have d 50/50 shot of telling them what 
they want to hear, All of the dates have voiceover for 
the ladies who ask questions like, "Do you like Rocky 
Mountain oysters?" and "Do you love me?" When you read the answers, 
it becomes а sad commentary on just how easy it is to scam on girls; 
at the same time getting an answer wrong really hurts the ol’ ego. 
Instead of dating you can always give presents or play one of the 
interesting minigames to add a little spice to the romance. 


With two disks worth of women and gaming it is 
easy to see why this game should sit right with 
the guys. What it lacks 15 depth and the 
A true RPG for men, Thousand ability o grab you (although 50те 
EU lets A proca pickup Ue of the girlies are truly hot, even 
po arid heya rs ae the Жогу. ч it’s for being two-dimensional). 


fun, rewarding, and unique enough to warrant 


checking out. N 
— 
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First ask yourself, have you ever seen Dune? If your 
dnswer is yes, then keep reading. If not, then move on to the 
next review because the Dune universe is this game's only redeeming 
quality. 

A quick history lesson: Dune is a classic Frank Herbert noyel made into d 
now-classic David Lynch sci-fi flick from 1984. (t told the tale of a Messiah of 
sorts, who travels to a desert planet, Arrakis, to lead the ndtives in d rebellion against 
the evil Harkonnen empire. Arrakis is the only planet where the spice Melange can be found 
and he who controls the spice, controls the universe, As for the game, Dune 2000 is basically а port 
of last year's Dune 2000 for the PC which was widely regarded as d remake of the mother of all 
RTS's, 1993's Dune И. For the record, the PSX version's main difference from its PC counterpart is 3D 


terrain. s — : | vie = Ё 
The storyline allows you to choose between three different sides, the good (House of Atreides), 
the bad (House of Harkonnen), and the ugly (House Ordos). The first couple of levels of each House 2 
are exactly the same, while the rest don't differ enough to offer new gameplay elements. Every level 
uses а desert map (it's Dune!) dnd the technology, buildings, and vehicles are identical until the later 
levels. When they do branch out, the attributes aren't quite special enough to warrant playing through 

the game with each House, - 


You will find there is a standard method for getting through levels — 1. collect spice 2. crank 
out attack vehicles 3. attack/defend. Unfortunately, there is no production queue, which 
makes manufacturing units cumbersome. In the later stages, a Starport will allow you to 
purchase units without having to go through manufacturing. d welcome advancement. 


The in-game graphics dre bland, with 3D structures and 2D desert backdrops. The 
camera comes courtesy of a locked top-down view, Having recently been spoiled by 
Warzone 2100, Dune hit me like sand in the face. There is no changing camera angles. 
zooming in/out, or zeroing in on а single unit. To its credit, Dune's interface is simple 
and intuitive. For those with a mouse, use it. For the rest of us confined to а Dual Shock. 
analog support works well and scrolling through menus quickly becomes second nature. 


On fo the Al. Your soldiers will make excellent appetizers for the sandworms native to 

Arrakis. Wrth nature, as well as enemy 
forces to contend with, it would be nice 
to have some troops with an IQ. instead, you get 
units that need fo be babysat. Groups left alone 
usually become outnumbered and destroyed. 
Additionally, there is no guai j 
option, so units like the ever-essential spice 
harvester cannot be protected without scrolling 
over and finding it every time it’s under attack. 


The greatest thing about Dune 2000 is its 

ission cinematics. Done with the same flair 

"I | Gs the original movie, they are fun, interesting, and feature 

; С ап astounding amount of production vdlue. They provide insight 

р с» into the different Houses and аге the only reason to play 

. t , 2 * mis game. The story for the Atreides and Harkonnen remain 

1 true to the movie's plot, while the Ordos are given their own 
mysterious role. 

Lastly, there are deathmatch scenarios that 


can be set up against the А! or played via 
the PlayStation link cable against a 


Fans of the Dune movie/novels 


friend. All options and settings will love the game's cinematics. 
9 
can be customized in this These provide the only real reason to 
Е sit through it. If you are in the market for 
mode: whoever produces units ^ anew RTS, check out Warzone 2100; it 
fastest will usually come includes all the gameplay that Dune has plus a 


out victorious. whole lot more. 
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Runecraft 


On the heels of Risk and Monopoly comes a PlayStation 
version of yet another classic board game — Scrabble, which 
celebrated its SOth Anniversary last year. This is good news for 
all those Scrabble enthusiasts who don't have friends or family members 
who dre available (or willing) to play the game. On the other hand, technology 
is a mixed blessing. While it might be great to have a computer opponent who will 
play a game with you at 2:30 a.m., there is something to be said for playing against good 
ol’ Uncle Ben who doesn't use the word "veinule" in everyday conversation. 


PlayStation Scrabble, you see, has a dictionary automatically built in. No longer do you have 
to run to the dictionary to challenge d word — the game will disallow your imaginary grammar on the 
spot. i suppose fhis is а welcome addition for purists, but making up Scrabble words seems to be ап American 
tradition. Not even just an American tradition = | once watched my Filipina mother-in-law and sister- 
in-law play a game in which more than 40% of the words they were using failed to make the pages of 
Webster's tome. Who wants to admit that they've never heard of a word? You allow it, and hope your 

— opponent returns the favor. 


т : When compared to Monopoly, or even Risk, Scrabble is definifely а more cerebrdl game. As such, 
) pg Б ' т there are not а lof of whistles and bells to this version. You've got a few basic options, such ds exchanging 
у tiles, adding а timer, and changing the color of the file sets. In the game, you can ask for a hint or get a 
definition of the opponent's last word, You can even look up 

18,17 18: [RS a word before you try їо play it to see if the computer 

; — ~~ = will recognize it, and Scrabble can be set on fast А! 

| 17717 ЭР, (an oxymoron since “Al” is plural for а 3-toed sloth, 

I. F. LN. E. Ch dnd how fast can a sloth be? But | digress...). There 

15 not much audio or visual flair to the game — 

there is only one musical track, for example, and 

no novel board configurations or animated 

Sequences. 


Up to four human opponents can play, and you 
can also enter a one-player tournament or play a 
solitaire game where the object is to score 
the most points, The А! level of the 
computer can be set on one of eight difficulty 
levels — anywhere from Novice to Grand Master. 
And, yes, there 15 a difference in the level of play! 
When | played against the Grand Master, its first 
three words were "kedegeree," "seicento" (for 
which it scored 10 points by hitting two triple word 
score spaces), and finally “barege.” Му spell checker 
tells me that these words are incorrect, but who 
are you going to believe — Microsoft or Scrabble? 
By the way, after playing those three words the 
Grand Master led the game by a score of 203 to 63 and 
if wenf downhill from fhere. Thankfully, i was able to salvage my 
pride by playing a subsequent game against a Beginner level 
opponent — | quoned him real good! 


$ | сап see parents buying this videogame in an attempt 

* to expand their children's vocabularies. It worked 

LING Jr. for me! After the initial noo, i was soon able to 
Әл» tosh and shog with the best of them. Even 

my wife got into the act — while she's 

There's really no way for the never been nave with the most 


developers to go wrong with this 


game. It plays identical to the board game, g'arquid jerid, she definitely 
with the added bonus of eliminating the coigned her own ut and before 
hassle of dusting off that large board and locating 
all those pesky litte tiles. If you want o good Scrabble long her zeins had me 
challenge, here it is! . vwexilled. Blaw! 


PSEXTREM : 8 
THIS WORD : 0 


ман, 3i 
mis WEAD : 0 
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Game Show REVIEWED BY: LE = hun. — 


AVAILABLE 


A few years ago, while most computer software 
companies were concerned with graphics accelerators and 
polygon counts, along came а simple PC title called "You Don't 
Know Jack." Despite fhe fact that the game featured only limited 
graphics and sound, it nevertheless became d successful franchise. How? 
The game managed to take a tired old format — the quiz show — and spruce 
it up for the modern MTV generation. Not only did the game skillfully combine pop 
culture references with facts from the arts and sciences, but the presentation provided 
a lot of laughs. The host was sarcastic, but never irritating, and the questions provided 
some risque humor. As the "Teen" rating indicates, YDKJ contains “comic mischief, strong language, - 
and suggestive themes.” It's about time! 


YDKJ would be a perfect title for future add-on disks in different categories — sports and movies, 
for example. Still, even if this collection is all we'll ever see, there are more than enough questions 
to keep players entertained for a long time — over 1,400 of them on 2 CD's (don't let the single 
disk case fool you). The odds are high that you'll be able to play a lot of games before the questions 
repeat themselves. And that is the key to a successful quiz game — you want players to keep coming 
back for more, anticipating that their experiences will differ each time. in this respect, YDKJ scores 
much higher than prior quiz game efforts. | know in my mind that everything the host says is pre- 
recorded and stored on a disk, yet my ears convince me that he is in the same room responding 
to what the players are doing. 


Screen shots, obviously, cannot do the gdme justice, since much of the humor 

comes from the host's verbal wisecracking. Nevertheless, you can get a feel for the 

game from some of the questions. In order to add interest, the game varies the 

types of questions to include a "Dis or Dat," a "Three Way," and the "Jack Attack." A 

"Dis or Dat" question requires you to categorize between two possibilities — is "Burundi" 

a Star Wars character or an African nation? A "Three Way" adds one more category 

— is dn “Aria” a wine, a woman, or a song? Finally, the "Jack Attack" requires you to 

hit the buzzer when one of the words flashing on the screen is related to the target 

word according to the clue given. For example, if the clue ts “sidekick” and the target 

word is "Batman," you'll have fo buzz when "Robin" appears. But beware — the game will 

fry to trick you by throwing out related 
names, words, and phrases such as 
“cape and cowl,” "Adam West," and "baseball." 


rg Up to three people can compete 

~ simultaneously with the use of a multi-tap. So 

в a ^ James ûrt why not allow four players, since multi-taps 

— — — - have ports for four controllers? Better yet, 

9,000 how about 8 players for those of us blessed 

эь with two multi-taps? Such large contests 

: wouldn't be for everyone, | realize, but at least 

ЭГЭЭ © the option could have been made available. 

ыгыс к We aren't talking about creating split-screens 
Wo your frei doy oi ihe 


anyway, just additional button input. Would it have been 


marriage — د‎ A — that hard? : à 
Rude 56 08 2 - Regardless, YDKJ is THE party game for the PlayStation 
rnt 5 D because, frankly, її isn't your typical videogame. Anyone 
Ferri 14 who can read will be able to play, although you'll 
T still need some level of coordination in order 
А а То buzz in quicker than your opponents. 
Those of you who are fast readers - 
will definitely have an advantage, While still fun as а solo effort, this 
but even those weirdos who i game you l at) Be: and 
4 over again мт ends an гну. " 
4 have never played а ahead cine It into the PlayStation = or 
м p oo in their entire lives сап next party! You might be amazed at how much 
— get into this one Jack you don't know... 
quickly. 
222 
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Here's how it breaks down: Shadow Man on the PC is 
great, Shadow Man on the N64 is OK. Shadow Man on the 
PlayStation is... yick, | don't even know what if ts on the PSX, but it 
sure ain't good. Even Acclaim is obviously distressed by the PlayStation 
appearance of their newest hero — Shadow Man was a “stealth launch,” which 
means that we didn't receive a copy of the game until sometime after it appeared 
on store shelves, When а company doesn't send you a gold master of their game they are 
either A) mad at you or B) ashamed of the game and want to get it out into stores before us 
evil game editors can pepper it with arrows of contempt. Since Michelle and Mike at Acclaim love 
us, | can only assume that it can only be answer B. 


Here we find a perfect example of why a developer shouldn't try to share a single engine across mulfiple 

gaming platforms. Shadow Man was developed by one of Acclaim's UK studios (Teesside, to be exact), 

and began life on the PC and soon migrated its way down from there. What started as d solid 3D engine 

with an interesting look and feel (especially when played with a top-notch accelerator card) lost a lot 

of its luster ds it had to be “dumbed down" to run on the little gray box. The biggest problem is the rampant 

seaming throughout the game, where you notice flickering lines between the polygons that make up the 
world. Nothing is less convincing in a 3D engine than seeing huge lines between textures. 


By “lost its luster,” | guess | should say “looks like crap" to make things a bit easier. The graphics 

are totally blown out; the textures dre amazingly low resolution 

and it becomes nearly impossible to pick out fine details 

from the soupy environments. Most of the 

suffer from the same problem that the original 
Quake did: everything is monochrome, either gray, 
brown or green. While the game is supposed to 
have an insane, “designed by madmen” look to 
if, | for one think that homicidal lunatics would be 
more likely to include just а few more hues in their 
palette choices. 


The characters, from Shadow Man fo the various 
parasitic souls, flying witchie women and 

misshapen beasties that populate 
Deadside, are lacking in polygons. This gives 
them а decidedly angular appearance that 
completely negates any benefits the “soft skin" 
technology may give them. Even with all these 
concessions made to the limitations of the system, 
Shadow Man's frame rate is still uneven. blipping 
back and forth as the frame rate chunks out when 
more enemies or large areas appear on screen. 


As you've no doubt read by now, Shadow Man 
is based on one of Acclaim's comic books ~ like Turok 
and the upcoming Armorines, you've probably never heard of 
it before. Shadow Man is Mike LeRoi, the "hero," an assassin-for- 
hire transformed by Voodoo priestess Mama Nettie's magic into 
the Shadow Man. Mike has the ability 10 travel back and forth 


~g between the Liveside, where normal humans go about their 
оу affairs, and the Deadside, the dark world of troubled 
- LING ЭГ, souls. it's in the Deadside where Mike comes into 


атаа ба С is own ds Shadowman; he ts able to wield 
theught it’s still a fun game powerful magical wedpons, travel from 
ccm хэй Maik e to losk С . place to place and is nearly 
a you want to spend any time 
playing it. There's lots of stuff to do, an “ч. - invulnerable to harm. After 
interesting story and loads of weapons and . all, what's the use of being Lord 
powers to find, but it’s so gloomy, you give up in Dead i have 
disgust before really getting into it. And the loading time of the if you : fo 
between screens ond levels is very, very long, which makes worry about dying? 
me wonder how this game got approved by Sony, who enforce > 


strict guidelines in terms of load times. Although the gameplay 1 
is decent, Shadow Man definitely falls into the "Skip It.” Category. с. 
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Puzzle REVIEWED BY: 
Infogrames MARK ANDROVICH 
The Mitchell Corp. 


The best part of my job is not reviewing high-profile 
blockbuster games, or even their inevitable sequels, but finding 
an occasional “diamond in the rough" — an unheard of title which 
turns ouf to be something special. Guess what? I've found another one! 


Ballistic is a fantastic puzzle game which deserves to get mentioned in the 
same breath as Tetris and Кїак — it's that good! Like all great puzzle games, it is 
deceptively easy to learn. The object is to combine three or more of the same color balls 
in order fo eliminate them before they reach your cannon. Sounds like Bust a Move, right? True, 
and with its cannon aiming guide it even looks similar. However, unlike BAM, in Ballistic the balls move 
on spiral tracks toward the center of the screen. 


Right away, you'll discover that this new “twist” provides for some great action. For starters, every ball 
you fire which does not create a combination joins the line and makes it longer. You can't hit balls in the 
back of the line unless you open a gap in a closer loop. Additionally, the chain of balls stops moving 
temporarily when pieces are eliminated from the middle — giving you d breather and allowing you fo 
focus. Finally, creating combos shifts the line of balls and requires you to readjust before firing your 
next shot. 


The key strategic element of Ballistic is creating combinations, Whenever a group of similarly colored 
balls is destroyed, the adjacent balls come together. if three or more of these adjacent balls are of 
the same color, they will also be destroyed when they combine. Theoretically, this can continue 
until the entire line of balls is destroyed. Although you don't necessarily have to create combinations, 
you receive d bonus at the end of each level determined by the maximum number of combinations 
achieved. 


There are three different modes of play — Panic, Stage, and Versus. The Panic mode is 
basically d test to see how long you can survive as the speed of the balls continues fo increase. 
The Stage mode ddvances you through different track configurations and adds extra elements 
such as treasure chests, bombs, clocks, snails, and tornadoes which affect gameplay 
when hit. Finally, the Versus mode is a standard two-player contest where making combinations 
adds to the length of your opponent's line and vice versa. 


Graphically, Ballistic is plain but effective. Game elements are easily identifiable and the 

have interesting clock, spiral, 
and number designs like something from 
the movie “Dark City." However, there (5 certainly 
nothing dark about the game (as its bouncy 
soundtrack will attest). The overall look and feel 
is like an arcade game, and for good reason — 
Ballistic is a port of a Japanese coin-op called 
“Time Loop" which has been "spruced up" and 
renamed for the US market. 


The game is nof perfect. There is no puzzle 
mode, which seems like an easy addition, and 
neither is there a training mode (although text “tips” scroll 
by). A quick 180-degree "flip" button would have been d welcome 
option. The infinite amount of continues, and the fact that you 
retain your score when you continue, removes some of the challenge. 
You also can't view the high scores except after playing a game. 

Still, it is to the designer's credit that, despite these 
flaws, the game is still fun to play. The two-player 
game is great, and the overall difficulty level 
is just dbout perfect — starting off easy 
and gradually adding newer 


elements. Ballistic quickly There haven't been a lot of great new 
puzzle games lately. If you've been waiting 
becomes addictive and gets my fer one, Ballistic should tide you over for a 
гагу vote for PlayStation long time. As with all classics, the game is easy 


puzzle gamo of the to learn, difficult to master, and definitely addictive. 
year. 
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Hockey season 15 upon us, and this year PlayStation 
fans will have to choose between a couple of their old favorite 
titles, as well as а newcomer. As we have documented so very eloquently 
: in the past, the sports franchises on the PlayStation have been pretty much 
561, in terms of technology, for the past couple of years, so you won't find 
much new in the graphics department for any of the titles. However, each year 
brings with it the promise of new features, animations, and an occasional gameplay twist. 
The first game to be dissected under (һе gaming microscope is 989 Sports' NHL FaceOff 2000. 


I've been d big fan of the FaceOff series since FaceOff '97, and each year things have gotten 
better and better. Unlike EA's NHL series, which has undergone some pretty major graphic and gameplay 
changes euch and every year, the FaceOff games have made consistent strides in simply improving the 
overall feel of the game. This year's version is no exception, as NHL FaceOff 2000 comes in with a familiar 
presence, but а laundry list of new additions (not all of which will be appreciated by the casual gamer). 
The first thing | noticed was the inclusion of hats being thrown onto the ice after one of my players 
scored his third goal. For whatever reason (developers in the past have told us that the NHL wouldn't let them 
show hats being thrown onto the ice), it's now OK to have this visual occur, and you'll also get a mention about 
it from the play-by-play and color commentators. The next new feature that smacked me upside the head 
like a pounding from Scott Stevens was the inclusion of Jumbotron animations and rink music like 
“Mony, Mony" (NOT the Billy Idol version), "Shout", “Wooly Bully" (who doesn't love Sam the Sham?), 
and many others, Yes, these are many of the same songs that 989 included for their NFL GameDay 
2000 title, but none-the-less, | still couldn't help but have "Animal House” and “Fast Times 
at Ridgemont High” flashbacks upon hearing them! Speaking of the play-by-play and color, 
Mike Emrick & Darren Pang are back again this year to bring all of the action to you, and 
(по surprise) they do just as terrific of а job this year as they did last year. 


Other new features and additions to the FaceOff experience include а ton (or 150, 
according to 989) of new animations. Most of the new ones that | have noticed have 
been in the form of goalie saves. The new "Action Cam" does а great job of keeping the 
action tight on the goalie after you 
shoot, апа this results in being able 
to see the goalie make glove saves, high 
or low, and lightning quick stick saves. Other 
new animations include being able to check a 
player over the boards and tripping a skater 
to land on his face. 


Gameplay-wise, most casual gamers will 
wart to stick with the Veteran difficulty level, 
and you hardcore types will want to play 

on the All-Star level. One of the things that annoys me most, 

though, when playing on the All-Star level, is that the computer tends to 
Score all of its goals the same way — deflections. | may win 3-2 or lose 
4-3, but the computer scores every goal the same way. Also, I'm a 
bit disappointed that the FaceOff series hasn't been able to 
keep pace with the other sports franchises in terms of 
features. There's no fantasy league drafts, no 
coaching career modes, and the pregame 
menus don't offer any season specific 
If selves e M information like who's hot, who's 
Уе ot going tt В осм not, and who the team has 
with FaceOff 2000 (unless you were been doing lately, or even any 


looking for the features I listed above}, The 
way | see it, if you want cleaner graphics, tighter team comparisone! 
control over your players, and the best animations 
and sound f/x, then you'll choose FaceOff 2000 as 
your hockey title. 
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From the flashy FMV intro to the commentary and 
swooping camera angles, Electronic Arts’ WCW Mayhem does un 
incredible job of recreating the ^mayhem" associated with watching 
WCW on TV. tt features all your favorite WCW stars and then some. All told 
you'll be looking at over 50 wrestlers once you've unlocked them by completing the 
main career mode at different difficulty levels with different types of wrestlers, 

Mayhem looks like your typical PlayStation wrestling title, The characters are a bit grainy 
and blocky, fhough the faces dre modeled well. The fans are represented as static 2D boards, 
though the various arena’s are accurately modeled. There are 15 different WCW ring sets including Nitro, 
Thunder, Saturday Night and ой the PPV venues. Not enough that you can wresile in the arenas? Head backstage! 
That's right, throw your opponent through or run through the archway and fight in 15 different backstage 
areas including a ticket ares, first-aid room and a parking lot. if you have too much of an advantage the 
occasional run-in will occur. In a slight twist, every once in awhile, when you go into the backstage area, а 
wrestler and weapons will be waiting for you! Mayhem features some incredible motion capturing. Throw а 
punch? The opponent reels and grabs at his face. Hit him in the back? The opponent lurches away grabbing 
at his back. Over 600 motion captured wrestling moves are executed smoothly. With € wrestlers on the screen 
during tag team matches there is littie to no slowdown. Even though the intro's aren't as flashy as their 
Attitude counterparts, each wrestler has an accurate taunt. Yes, Norman Smiley fans... the big 
wiggle IS in there. 


WCW Mayhem borrows а few play mechanics from THQ's old wrestling title, WCW Revenge. 
You have a momentum meter that builds as you execute moves. Once the meter is full you'll be 
able to execute your wrestler's finishing move. Also like Revenge, Mayhem features single button 
press moves, You grab your opponent with one button press, and then depending on the next 
button press and direction of the d-pad, you will execute a specific move. While this approach 
may seem simple to some, fhis kind of move system easures fast and furious gameplay. Mayhem 
features your standard modes: single, 2 on 1, triangle, 4 way, battle royal. tag and single career 
mode (termed "Quest for the Best"). Within these modes you can also adjust the rules to include 
pin anywhere, Raven's Rules, and № DQ. Quest for the Best plays similar to Acclaim's WWF: Attitude 
career mode, in that you work your way 
up through the ranks competing for each title 
culminating with your successful Heavyweight title 
defenses. 

if there is truly a crowning achievement to 
Mayhem, it's the commentary by Tony Schiavone 
and Bobby Heenan. Over 8,000 lines of dialogue 
have been crammed into the fitle and it's 
absolutely amazing. The play by play is smooth, 
precise ond Bobby Heenan is oftentimes quite funny. 
The two commentators play off of each other just as they do during the real TV 
shows. Unlike Attitude, though, they actually talk about the wrestlers in the 
ring as well as the moves that are being executed. All future titles take 
notice — the standard for wrestling commentary has been set! 


If there 15 a slight downer in Mayhem, it's the create- 
a-wrestler mode. In most instances it is a step back 
from Attitude's incredible flexibility. While you 


can adjust а wide range of attributes for 

your created wrestler, only should 1 be — lots of 
3 түншийн options, wrestlers and action. If the 

give your created wrestler the Create-A-Wrestler mode allowed you 


enti 0 оте fo select individual moves, then there would 
- re move set of of the really be no major faults in this title, Hopefully 
eriginol wrestler the developers will address this in the sequel as 


well as adding a tag team Career mode. For now, 
WCW Mayhem is THE PlayStation title to own. Let rhe 
Mayhem begint 
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If you just finished reading my review of 989 
Sports’ NHL FaceOff 2000, then you'll know that i gave 
that game a hearty recommendation. Well, guess what? For the 
first time since the 16-bit days, I'm also giving EA Sports’ NHL game 
(in this case, NHL 2000) a favorable recommendation. Read on and find 

out how | came fo this earth-shattering conclusion! 


EA Sports didn't do a major overhaul of the game like they have over the past 

several renditions. Instead, they focused on a few select gameplay areas and tweaked the 

game until they came up with something they thought would be comparable to their hockey сіогу 

years of the early nineties (on the Sega Genesis). Well, Ii Jet you be the judge of that, but what we 
have in NHL 2000 is a fun-playing, quick-paced contest that also provides excellent computer Al. 
In my opinion, the only areas that could use some fixin' are in the graphics department and 
with the player control, but more on those things later. 


One of the areas that EA Sports touched on was in the games' speed, Last year, and in pretty 
much all of the NHL iterations, the players skated about sluggishly, the puck crawled over the ice 
like И had bubble gum stuck to the bottom of it, and the animations seemed to be choppy and missing 
frames. NHL 2000, on the other hand, is easily the fastest moving hockey game around, ds the 
players just fly around the ice like they got jet propulsion packs attached to their backs. This 
is mostly a good thing, but it also means that the players don't stop as quickly as you 
would like them to, and thus you often find yourself out of position to get to the puck or 

the opposing player who's got the puck! Another area that ts greatly improved is the 
passing. I've been harping for an “icon passing” system for the NHL series for years 
now, and EA finally put one in! However, now | don't find myself using it because the 
Standard passing works 50 smoothly. How's that for irony? Simply pointing in the 
direction of the player that you want to have the puck and hitting the pass button 
is all that is required to accurately get the puck to a teammate. In FaceOff, you'll need 
to use the icon Passing system if you want to really be accurate with your passes. 
The last area that is a welcome 
change from last year 15 that the 
computer Al is more sophisticated, and 
will offer a better challenge for the 
experienced players. For instance, if the 
computer gains а man advantage on you, 
you'll see it run powerplay formations eo 
designed to move the puck around dnd шый 7 1 
catch you out of position for d better Ч 
scoring opportunity. However, speaking of 
“scoring, when the "shot aim” option is set on 
the “manual” position, getting the puck “top shelf” or “under 
the stick" 15 not as easy ds И is in FaceOff. You may be pushing up 8 right 
on the d-pad, but the puck gets launched left & low. 


In the end, what's interesting to note is that although 
NHL 2000 plays much faster and arcade-like, the scores 
at the end of the game will be more on the 
simulation side of things (3-2, 4-3). You'll 
have plenty of scoring chances (not as 
many breakaways as FaceOff, 

Be сер computer Al cid though), but they'll be 

gameplay speed, but it still falls а bit short neutralized by big hits & tough 


in graphics and player control. However, this 


year, the game to choose really does depend on goal tending. 
your personal gameplay preference. You can't go < 


wrong either way. 
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You've read the previews, now it's time for the 
ultimate judge to make the ultimate decision on the new 
hoops game in town. Can't waste space on the background info, ° 
so hopefully you've been reading the last few issues of PSExtreme 
(particularly, the October issue), so you already know all of that stuff. 

The one thing | won't be able to do with NBA 2000 is compare it with the 
"other" two hoop games due out this year, because | haven't even got а sniff of them 
yet. However, we can compare with hoop games of the past, dnd odds are we'll get most 
of it right. Right? Right. 

Let's start with some of the more positive aspects of this FOX title, shall we? First off, the 
game 15 very polished. If has a professional look to it, from the hi-rez gameplay graphics to the 
detailed and animated menu screens, everything says quality. The features list also 15 top notch, 
and won't make you believe that you're playing a “first year" hoops title. There's a practice mode 
that takes place out on the playground, complete with a chain link fence, boom box and passing 
cars. There's also the more conventional simulation and arcade gameplay styles. Basically, the 
arcade mode only differs from the sim mode in that there's no fatigue or injuries occurring in arcade 
mode, There are no over-the-top dunks or crazy antics of any kind. Heck, there's even fouls , и, 
in arcade mode (although, you сап go into the options menu dnd turn them off). The stats 2 we 
database 15 pretty deep, keeping track of just about everything there is to keep track 
of, even a DPG stat — that's "dunks per game". Sweet. 


Probably the two biggest things that NBA Basketball 2000 has going for it are the 
play-by-play commentary and the automatic camera zoom-ins. Greg Papa, arguably 
the best TV/radio guy in the business, and Doc Rivers call the action during the game, 
and they rarely take а moment to catch their collective breaths! If it's not a comment 
on а pass or basket, they'll ask you а little trivia or give you some interesting tidbits 
on one of the players on the court. Granted, Papa gets a little too excited for some 
common plays, buf overall, the broadcasting element to NBA hoops 15 excellent. As 
far ds the camera action is concerned, FOX does d terrific job in a couple of areas. When 
the computer knows that your 3 pointer 
(or his) is going in, tt will cut to a behind- 
the-shooter view that lets you see the ball 
swish in from 25 feet — very cool. Also, on 
random dunks, the camera will zoom in and 
give you different close-up perspectives of 
the ploy. And lastly, there are numerous 
instant replay f/x that bring the FOX Sports 
TV experience home to your gaming console. 

Now , he bad news. Unfortunately, for all of the positive things 
mentioned above, NBA Basketball doesn't deliver in the almighty gameplay 
category. Basically, if you can get to the key, then you'll score — every 
time. You can't block shots to save your life (the players seem 
to to be limited to a 6” vertical), the rebounding 15 as hit 
8 miss as опу hoops game before it (usually, it's MISS), 
.„ eld бог e aT de гт head (shooting behind the backboard, 
ДОТ ЕС ЕД 105) — — — 
fo name a few), and the frame with the дЫ is that it doesn't 
rate seems to chug along bring any new gameplay elements into 


the mix. Live 2000 will have the 50+ great 
= — а pedestrian players from the past, and Shootout 2000 will 
have the amazing create-a-dunk feature. There's 
just no "hook" in МВА Basketball 2000. It looks good 
& plays ok, but that may not be enough for the hardcore 
hoops player. 
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Sports game #2 from FOX Sports Interactive comes 
to us in the form of NHL Championship 2000. Although the 
game is d better effort than their NBA Basketball 2000 title, the 
competition in the hockey arena is much stiffer, as both NHL FaceOff 
2000 and NHL 2000 are both excellent titles. NHL Championship 2000 is set 
up in the same manner as is the FOX hoop game, making navigation through the 
menu screens quick and painless. If you want to start your season, simply click on "Game 
” Type" and you'll be able to either start a new season, continue an existing one, go straight 
^ to the playoffs, participate in a head-to-head series (3, 5, or 7 games), and finally, compete in 
| © d World Tournament. Other features in the game include an extensive stats database, d create-a- 
player option, multiple camera settings, and a workmanlike instant replay feature. The one noteworthy 
item about the create-a-player mode is that you'll have an unlimited number of attribute points 
to spread around your players’ different categories (letting you make a '99"), as opposed to 989 8 
e s games, where you are limited to the total number of points you have to distribute. Other than 
| wwe that, NHL Championship 2000 has got just about all of the options and menu screen fedtures that 
you would expect to find in a hockey sim. 


In terms of gameplay, FOX's game falls a bit short of the other two games on the market. The passing 
system is probably the main culprit, as there is no "icon passing" system (although FOX has it 
in the hoop game), and the system that's there isn't as accurate as it needs to be. EA's NHL 
2000 passing works great without resorting to the icon passing mode, as the puck generally 
gets to the intended teammate, However, the same can't be said in NHL Championship. 
The problem is twofold: First, the directional pad or analog stick is sloppy. and although 
you may be pushing to the right when you pass, the puck may end up going йр or even 
down; secondly, the passes are generally really SLOW passes that tend to get easily 
blocked or stolen by a defensive player before the puck gets anywhere near the guy you 
sent it to. Seems like an easy enough fix for next year! 


Play-by-play and color commentary are provided by Kenny Albert and John Davidson. 
Davidson has some pretty funny 
lines ("Big man fall down — go boom"), 
and Albert says all the right things. 
Unfortunately, he's usually dbout 5 seconds 
behind the play. As far as graphics, (4 rate 
NHL Championship 2000 ahead of NHL 2000. 
but behind NHL FaceOff 2000, There are plenty 
of terrific godlie animations, апа the big hits 
are pretty amusing. Heck, you can even send 
a guy THROUGH the glass after d massive 
“hit! And, the plexiglass bends and shakes (just 
like it does in FaceOff), The skaters sometimes overanimate, 
in an arcade-like fashion, but | thought it was pretty cool. 


What ! didn't think was cool was the frame rate on the Rookie 
& Pro difficulty settings — it's painfully slow, If you're a veteran 
hockey game player, then you're really going to want 
to bump the difficulty level up to All-Star. №5 quick, 
responsive, and feels more on par with NHL 
and FaceOff. The computer provides 
БЭ: a decent challenge at this level, 
55 although its Al isn't as in-sync 


plays fast, and suffers from only a few 1 
hiccups. Unfortunately, the competition is с 
bit better. A few more options (like a fantasy 
draft or a training league) could have helped this 
tifle stand apart from the crowd. 
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In a first for the US market, Tecmo brings 
to us the horse racing simulator Gallop Racer. | have ` 
to admit i was a bit apprehensive when I first booted up ` 
fhis title. A horse racing game? How much interaction would 
that involve? Would | have to clean my horse's stall? From its high > 
quality opening FMV intro to rts smooth hip-hop soundtrack, Gallop Racer 
has а lot to prance around about. It is light on options, but what is available 
is put together very well. 

Gallop Racer features only а few basic modes: Practice, Season and Vs. Моде, Vs. 
is the obligatory split-screen 2-player race. Practice Mode allows you to race different 
horses, modify track conditions for those racers, or if you prefer, set up and watch a 
race! (1 felt like | should be heading to my nearest Off-Track Betting location), Season 
Mode is the core of this title — it is here that you will spend most of your time. It's 
week #1 and you start off wıth $25,000. You need to purchase a horse (male or female), 
select a jockey (then edit the jockey's outfit by changing its pattern and selecting different 


colors), then find a race your horse qualifies fo? (based on age, gender, etc.) and then it’s шинэ! i JEFE o 
“off to the races". Still, there is a bit more detail to it than just those gameplay options. x Р 
There are also various pages of stats on the horses you can purchase. At а glance » 


you can see the purchase price for your horse, you'll see ratings for how well 
your horse races different kinds of tracks, as well as the stamina rating for 
your horse. 

, Gallop Racer is top notch. During the race, while the backgrounds 
are a bit sparse, all of the horses can be seen on-screen with no noticeable 
slowdown. They, along with jockeys, are textured and animated very well. On 
а dry course they even kick up dirt! Various track conditions, such as rain, 
are represented fairly well. During the race you also have the choice to 
view the action from various perspectives, starting with an almost top-down 
view to а setting that 15 just behind the jockey. You can even slightly pan the 
camera to either side to get a - L . 
better view of your horse and his = 
or her opponents. Dual Shock vibration | ® |! 3. 

is supported, so you'll feel your horse's 
change in speed and see on-screen the т AUN FEAR Hilly û 
decrease in the stamina bar. L سل‎ —— . 


if there is anything that is missing 
from Gallop Racer to truly recreate Q 
the feeling of being at the track, it's 
in the sound department. While the smooth 
hip-hop track quietly hums along in the background, there is not 
much else but the sound of the horses' thundering hooves on 
the track, the sound of the riders’ whips, and the occasional 
voice informing you of the distance left to the finish 
line. Commentary would have really added to the 
atmosphere, as would have the roar of the 
crowd during and at the end of the race. 
Шу this is something that will 
be added in future titles (now. Gallop Racer is unique in the 


THAT would be a big U.S. PlayStation lineup and is 
à * definitely a niche title, While it's short 
assumption — Gallop. on opfions it^s long on recreating the feel 


Eu 3 — Racer of owning, racing and breeding these 
ан на . 2). thoroughbreds. Although it's unlikely to create 
ITE S 11 ony new equestrian fans, those of you who enjoy 
- a day at the races (and just also happen to own little 
gray boxes) may find Gallop Racer worth checking out. 
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Rather than spending a lot of time trying to 
figure out why EA Sports would be bringing out yet 
another NASCAR game, let's just begin this review by 
saying last year's game wasn't needed, so this year's game 
is already starting off on the wrong foot. If you recall our review 
of NASCAR '99, we pretty much summed it up by saying that EA added 
d few new courses dnd some new lighting effects as well as some visual 
polish, but that didn't warrant a purchase unless you didn't get the first 
game. | could end this review right now by saying the exact same thing, but for the 
benefit of those of you out there that haven't seen or played any of the previous versions, 
РИ continue. 


NASCAR 2000 is as accurate а representation of the sport as can be found on a 
console system. АМ of your favorite drivers are in the game, including Jeff Gordon, as 
аге all of the tracks from the regular NASCAR season. You can customize the experience 

until your heart's content, creating your own driver, race length, car characteristics, and 
even custom seasons that allow you to stack your favorite type of track. You name it, 
you can customize it, Additionally, in this year's version you can race against some NASCAR 
legends, Richard Petty, Cale Yarborough and a number of others. You will also see 
new high res car models and animated pit stops as well as a two-player season 
mode. 


As you can see, EA continues to tweak this game year after year; the 
problem is, it doesn't really change the experience all that much. NASCAR 
2000 is a very solid racing дате with a ton of variety and enough challenge 
to make you want to come back. At the risk of sounding redundant, however, 
the same was true of ‘98 and ‘99 as well. Why should | buy this game you ask? 

Simply put, the only reason to buy this game is if you don't have either of the 
previous two versions. Being a fan of NASCAR is absolutely the wrong reason 
to buy it. That's what the 
developers dre counting оп; that 
you mindless dolts will buy anything 
with the NASCAR license slapped on it. 
This 15 bad for you and the industry. 
Although | firmly believe there are very 
few truly new concepts in videogame 
design, being a fan of a license instead 
of a smart consumer will only make 
the developers fat and lazy. 


Don't get me wrong, there is nothing wrong with 

NASCAR 2000, the broadcast quality. high res graphics and the 
ability to customize the game апу way you want make for а 
great experience, | just don't think we need d new version 
every year. | think a better approach would be to 
alternate every other year with a game like 
SP Andretti Racing, which would go d long way 
D 


ка са беа са ве 


in keeping the license fresh and the 
consumer excited about the 
The bottom line is that EA S strai 

has made ditm 1 not product. After fhree ight 


uninspired, NASCAR racing title. Much years of NASCAR Racing, і 
like the WCW/WWEF licenses, the NASCAR à think we're alt looking for 


license carries a lot of weight with consumers 


and will continue to sell videogames to fans of something а little 
the genre. If, on the other hand, NASCAR fans differ 


епт. 
become true videogame enthusiasts, EA will be forced t 
to do more than a modest tweak every year, less the 
Ч license loses its appeal. 
COMraTisi.n 
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Without a doubt, the 
Фү Р most successful депге of games 


on the PlayStation has been the ~ 
racing variety. From the Ridge Racer series ~ 
to Gran Tourismo, the PlayStation has seen 
some prefty incredible ties іп all categories - v 
of racing. Not leaving well enough alone. : „„ N «- 
Codemasters is set to release ће newest entry into í | 
the crowded racing field. No Fear Downhill Mountain Bike 
Racing is set for a Fall release. That's right, we said mountain 

bike racing. Like most racers, you'll have your choice of a 

of different riders (8), 25 trails including Telegraph 

Hill in San Francisco, four different camera angles and the 


4-0 | abilrty to pull off a variety of tricks with your bike. Why mountain 
7 T biking you ask? The simple answer is that motocross and 
а skatebodrding pames have done very well on the PlayStation 
ч 


and mountain biking seems 10 be the only stone left unturned. 
At this point, the game looks pretty impressive, combining 
surprising speed with extremely detailed tracks. The 
bikes, even at this early stage, are very responsive and react 
with precision to even the slightest tug on the controller. The game 
will be distributed by Activision and is slated 
for a November release. We'll bring you 
more info and a full review in our 
blockbuster December issue. 


The venerable Test Drive series 
will be adding a new sibling to 115 lineup 
this Winter in the form of Test Drive: LeMans. 


The product is u result of the merging of Accolade p t 
n with infogrames, thus the LeMans 24 Hours title became Test Drive: =: Ca 
=: T. LeMans. While the previous Test Drive iterations have been — Ф 
. very arcade-like in their performance, ТО: LeMans is a true racing 


sim. Obviously, the game is based on the famous 
24-hour LeMans circuit. You'll have your choice of 
three different racing categories, СТІ, GT2 and 
as well as three different modes of play, including 
drcade, simulation or LeMans Endurance Championship. 
There are 49 cars, over 16 in each race, and 24 teams 
to choose from. Although you hdve your choice of 
gameplay style, the emphasis is definitely on the sim 
Side. As LeMans is a 24-hour event, you can expect 
varying weather conditions, day and nighttime driving 
as well as mechanical fatigue factors such as fire wear and oil 
and fuel consumption, You can expect d two-player split 
screen mode as well as dual shock computability. 
Look for more information next month as well 
as а full review in the January issue of 
everybody's favorite PlayStation 
magazine, PSEXtreme. 
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As College 


basketball season 
approaches, so do the 
related Our favorite 
in the series, NCAA Final Four from 
‘989, is set to release the latest 
installment this November. This year's 
version Includes over 300 Division 1 teams, 
new player models, new animations, play-by-play 
from ESPN's Quinn Buckner, a new create-a-player 
option and a whole host of ofher enhancements 
designed to keep NCAA Final Four a couple of steps 
ahead of the pack. You can expect to see the 
represented in their actual height/weight ratios and 
designed to play to their actual abilities. Paul Pierce 
from the University of Kansas is being used for the 
majority of the motion capturing. The "6th man" meter 
is back, allowing you to fire up that home town 
crowd, as well as animated crowds, chants 
and fight songs. The college game has come а long 
way on the PlayStation; expect this version to be 
the best yet. We'll have a complete round 
up in an upcoming issue of Phil 
Collin's favorite PlayStation 
magazine, PSEXtreme. 


Not to be left out in the cold, 989 
Studios is gearing up for d late Fall 
release of their new Supercross title, 
Supercross Circuit. Acclaim, THQ, EA Sports and 
now, 989 Studios have all thrown their respective hats into thie 
A a rapidly growing field. which if you're d fan of the sport, or genre 
a _ in general, is d good thing indeed. We generally don't editorialize 
M. in the preview section, but this game looks 
fantastic!!! The game features some of the best 
known names in sports including Mike LaRocco and 
Larry Ward as well as 20 indoor and outdoor tracks, 
eleven bikes, and а customize feature that allows | 
you to create your own bike; not fo mention, a track 
B editor which allows you to create your own track. Q = 
As you would expect, there is also a proving ground EP банке ЕТ 
that allows you to practice the basics before odd $ Л ж 
start in on your career. 989 15 also fouting their proprietary Ta манан 
“ЕпмгоРХ” technology that is supposed to emulate real-life „мли: 
track conditions over the course of a race, We don't — 
know much about the technology, but the game эрээ 
Is coming together very nicely. Supercross 
Circuit has easily become one of our | t 
most anticipated titles this F.. 4 
Look for a complete 9 eae 
review next month. 
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As Fall turns into 
Winter you can usually count 
on a couple of things, The first is 
an incredse in your heating bill, and the 
second is d whole slew of snowboarding 
games to come out for the PlayStation. - 

This year, THQ is going to throw their hat in 
the ring with MTV Sports: Snowboarding. We're 
Still trying to figure out the licensing tie-in here, but 
let's just say, it's a demographic thing! As we go to press. 
the game is around 70% complete and looks to be on 
track for an October release. The game features seven 
different snowboarders, 46 built-in tricks, five different 
events and five game modes. Of course, with the MTV 
license behind it, you can expect some of today's “hottest” 
bands to accompany your ride. Music from Blink 182, Ministry, 
Fear Factory. Face to Face are all in fhere plus a whole 
host of others. To round out the entire MTV experience, 
you'll find licensed equipment and apparel. K2, 
Forum Boards, Planet Earth and DC Shoes have all lent their 
names to the collective effort. There's big competition in 
this category and THQ has gone a long way 
to differentiate themselves, Only time 
and PSExtreme will be able То tell 
for sure if they've hit their mark. 


Codemasters, the developers of 
the Micro Machines franchise for 
Midway and the TOCA racing title for 300 
has decided to go it alone in the United States 

this year and release three new PlayStation tities in time for га = " 
the all important holiday shopping season. The first titie, Touring Ё 
Car Challenge, is an evolution of TOCA Racing, released by JDO 
last year. If you don't remember the title, it 
was based on Europe's very popular touring car 
racing circuit. While a relatively solid frtle, rf didn't 
do much with US gamers. This year, Codemasters has 
sought to tune the game for a more "American" 
appetite, They are doing this by keeping all of the 
sim elements that make the game so deep, but 
have eased off a little on the difficulty level, giving 
US gamers what they want most: the opportunity fo 
go fast for extended periods of time. The game features 
18 different tracks, 23 different cars and seven different 
modes of play. Our first test lap with the game was 
pretty impressive; the car models are highly 
detailed and the overall frame rate is fast 
enough to satisfy even the most 
demanding speed freaks among 
us. Look for a complete 
review next month. 
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There are two types of PlayStation 
gamers out there. First off, there's the 
cool, hip gamers who bought both Jumping 
Flash and JF2, played them to death and 
loved every minute. Then, there are the 
other four people who accidentally bought 
PlayStations because they thought it was 
some new kind of blender. Jumping Flash 
15 one of those very rare games that can 
induce conniption fits of gooshy glee 
amongst the average video game editor. 
It’s up there with Parappa in terms of 
Love Vs, Sales ~ the games garnered lots 
of the former, but very little of the lat- 
ter. Most of us never expected to see 
another Jumping Flash game, so we were 
extra-happy when we found out last 
month that, indeed, a third title was in 
the works. in fact, during our tittle excur- 
sion to Japan in September, we were even 
lucky enough to score a playable demo 
of Robbit Mon Dieu: Jumping Flash 3. 
Despite giving the game a fruity 
French name, Robbit Mon Dieu ts still sev- 
enteen secret herbs and spices kind of 
good. The essential mechanic of the game 
remains true to form; you jump — а lot 
= really, really high. Robbit, your rocket- 
powered bionic bunny avatar, is the King 
of the High Jump, leaping tall buildings 
with a triple bound. in fact, Robbit is now 
grabbing bigger air than ever before, as 
he now comes standard equipped with 
a triple jump. Pressing the jump button 
at the apex of your ascent, will boost 
Robbit upwards; in the last two outings, 
you were able to get d single boost to 
Increase your vert but, in JF3, you've got 
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dual boosts to pop you up even higher. 

Of course, with those super-high 
jumps comes the inevitable return to the 
ground. True to Jumping Flash style, as 
your vertical climb peters out, your view- 
point suddenly shifts from a forward рег- 
spective fo one pointed straight down. 
Navigating your falls safely is one of the 
key elements to this game, and is used 
for everything from leaping from one tall 
platform fo the nexf, to taking on cer- 
tain bosses, 10 steering your way through 
d series of rings. The sight of the ground 
rushing towards you сап be very unset- 
tlıng and I'm happy to report that ЈРЗ 
produces the same dizzy vertigo that the 
other JF games produced. 

Some folks wrote off the Jumping 
Flash games as little more than "Doom 
with platforms," since the gameplay was 
usudlly quite simple — shoof things and 
jump to high ledges. instead of simply 
dumping you in а level and making you 
search for the objects to effect your 
escape, Robbit Mon Dieu looks like it’s 
going to have a greater range of play 
styles going for if. The diversity of the 
levels have you trying to accomplish many 
types of objectives, from delivering а lost 
fuzzy crıtter to his home, to knocking fly- 
ing birds ouf of the sky. There's still plen- 
ty of shoot-'em-up involved, but it’s great 
that the designers, this time around, have 
you doing more than looking for an exit. 
Although Sony has yet to таке апу 
announcements about Robbit Mon Dieu's 
future in the United States, we're cer- 
tainly itching to slap this game into our 
PlayStations. 

GREG 
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EJ publisher: NAMCO 
The funny thing about Namco's Star 


ixiom is that if feels a lot like an update 
of a really old computer game. No, not 
Wing Commander, although the roots 
of Origin's long-running sci-fi series 
are definitely here. I'm talking about а 
game so old that | hesitate to even 
mention it in the pages of PS Extreme. 
The game is Star Raiders, which | first 
played on the Atari 800 personal com- 
puter, although ıt also came out for 
the 2600, with a special keypad con- 
troller. The first time | played Star 
Raiders had to be sometime in the late 
Seventies, which, | guess, makes it per- 
fect pickins for a 3D update. 

While | thought Star Raiders was 
one of the best games of its day, that 
day happened towards the end of the 
Decade of Disco, nearly twenty years 
ago. Games have matured since then 
(but | haven't), so essentially copying 
the gameplay of yesteryear really isn't 
going to do too much for you, now. 

Wing Commander comparisons are 
not far off, either (that series owes d 
debt of gratitude to Star Raiders as 
well). In Star Ixiom, you pilot a heavily- 
armed spaceship, diving into danger 
to protect the United Galaxy Space 
Force's various planets and star bases. 
You're given commands white in-flight 
— and during combat, which is really 
annoying — which direct you towards 
the next object under attack. A host of 
alien races are fairly intent upon wip- 
ing out your bases and it's up to you to 
protect them. 

Your map relays information about 
the various locations in your sector, 
showing you where the known enemy 
craft are and which bases dre under 
attack. Clicking on the blinking icon will 
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show you how much strength is left in 
fhe base or planet's shield; sometimes 
you've got to skip over one besieged 
location in order to defend an ailing 
ally. As the game picks up speed, the 
strategy involves juggling nearly-wast- 
ed bases against each other, ds you 
warp from one side of the universe 
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to the other to help the weakesf one. 

Namco included а semi-RPG 
aspect, to impart at least a bit of pol- 
ish to this update. Of course, this part 
of the game also seems to be the least 
impressive and feels like it was hap- 
hazardly added into the mix just 
because something new was needed. 
When you dock at the main base, you're 
able to enter the space station and 
walk around inside, interacting with 
some of the characters in d very lim- 
ited fashion. The 3D characters are not 
very detailed, but when you enter into 
conversation, nice 2D drawings of each 
person pop up with their dialog box 
in order to show who's speaking. You 
have to return to your base frequent- 
ly, as it's the only way to repair and 
refuel your ship. 

Of course, the redi drdwback to 
Star Ixiom is ifs action elements. Even 
though if sports a fairly nice 3D engine 
(it’s no Colony Wars, mind you), the play 
is slow and painful. Your craft doesn't 
exactly turn on a dime; it doesn't even 
turn on a manhole cover. Response 
from your ship is sluggish, at best, which 
makes it a real hassle to turn and go 
after an enemy craft that's just flashed 
past you. On the whole, I was disap- 
pointed with this game and hope that, 
if plans are made to bring it out in 
America, the gameplay is heavily mod- 
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The EXCAVATE section 15 where we dig up ratings from past issues and present them on one easy-to-read page, along 
with d little explanation/breakdown of our rating system. Use this as your buying guide throughout the year and as 
а reference for those older games that you might have missed (or wish you had). 


PLATINUM GAMES à ISSUE SCORE Tai Tail Concerto October 1999 89% 
Syphon Filter a March 1999 99% Contender / Еергиагу 1999 1 88% 
Ape Escape 3 Јшу 1999 98% NFL Xtreme 2 September 1999 88% 
Dino Crisis October 1999 98% WCW/NWO Thunder February 1999 88% 
Final Fantasy Anthology October 1999 98% Castrol Honda Superbike Racing July 1999 87% 
Legacy of Kain: Soul Reaver September 1999 "98% Мг. Domino February 1999 87% 
. NFL GameDay 2000 October 1999 98% Rush Down April 1999 87% 
" Pac-Man World | September 1999 98% Uprising x | February 1999 87% 
Street Fighter Alpha 3 June 1999 98% Jet Moto 3 October 1999 86% 
GOLD GAMES ISSUE SCORE Ultimate 8 Bail July 1999 86% 
Croc2 2 July 1999 97% Chessmaster Il August 1999 85% 
Final Fantasy Vili October 1999 97% Destregd P February 1999 85% 
_ NCAA батеВгеакег 2000 October 1999 97% Hot wheels Turbo Racing October 1999 85% 
4 Bloody Roar 2 May 1999 | 96% Monaco Grand Prix р Мау 1999 85% 
Civilization Il March 1999 96% RC Stunt Copter October 1999 85% 
Gex 3: Deep Cover Gecko May 1999 963. Soul of the Samurai September 1999 85% 
Jade Cocoon August 1999 96% Fisherman's Bart April 1999 84% 
| Акш: The Heartiess February 1999 95% Konami's 80's AC Special September 1999 84% 
Bugs Bunny: Lost in ume August 1999 95% Populous: The Beginning Iune 1999 84% 
Omega Boost October 1999 95% Triple Play 2000 May 1999 84% 
Star Ocean: Second Story June 1999 95% Grand Theft Auto: London, 1969 June 1999 83% 
Abe's Exoddus February 1999 94% NCAA Football 2000 October 1999 83% 
Fighter Maker June 1999 94% Rampage 2: Universal Tour May 1999 83% 
Legend of Legaia April 1999 94% КІ Revenge March 1999 81% 
Need for Speed. High Stakes May 1999 94% All Star Tennis 99 June 1999 80% 
Ehrgeiz = Мау 1999 93% Blast Radius February 1999 80% 
Madden NFL 2000 October 1999 58 Irritating Stick February 1999 80% 
МІВ 2000 _ Junel999 99% Shadow Madness | Мау 1999 80% 
NFL Blitz 2000 ^ September 1999 | 7 93% BRONZE GAMES Г С ISSUE 7 SCORE 
R-Type Delta August 1999 95% Centipede July 1999 79% 
Sled storm October 1999 93% Juggernaut (00 : September 1999 79% 
WWF Attitude Р October 1999 93% R Types (000 | March 1999 79% 
Lunar: Silver Star Story Complete July. 1999 92% Street: Skéer i Арт 1999 79% 
NCAA Final Four 99 March 1999 92% Alexi Lalas International Soccer August 1999 78% 
Point Blank 2 April 1999 — 925 Nectaris: Military Madness February 1999 78% 
та! Fu April 1999 92% The Phantom Menace October 1999 78% 
Tiny Tank: Up your Arsenal August 1999 92% Chocobo Racing | September 1999 76% 
Warzone 2100 July 1999 92% Dead in the Water | February 1999 76% 
Baseball 2000 June 1999 91% Мопкеу Н Него March 1999 76% 
Rolicage April 1999 91% High Heat Baseball 2000 July 1999 ũ ſ—U— 75% 
Таггап September 1999 “91% Psybadek | February 1999 75% 
Driver ___ | September 1999 90% Suikoden II October 1999 75% 
Echo Night August 1999 | < 90% ^ Bomberman Fantasy Race Мау 1999 = 74% 
Freestyle Boardin' ‘99 March 1999 90% Sports Car GT June 1999 74% 
_ Guardian's Crusade Aprıt 1999 B 90% Хепа Warrior Princess October 1999 74% 
Ridge Racer Type 4 April 1999 90% Зїїгете | June 1999 T3% 
Silent Hill March 1999 _90% п the Zone 99 Е Мау 1999 — 72% 
The Next Tetris May 1999 90% G. Police 2: ‘Weapons of Justice October 1999 71% 
Um Jammer Lammy September 1999 90% Big Аг. Мау 1999 70% 
SILVER GAMES ISSUE SCORE Bust-a-Move 99 ~~ April 1999 70% 
Army Men 3D May 1999 — 89% МСАА | March Madness 99 February 1999 70% 
Championship Motocross October 1999 72277 “89. ТІМ GAMES ИШ ISSUE ^. SCORE 
Metat Gear Solid: VR Missions October 1999 — 89% Pro 16 World Tour Golf April 1999 68% 
Rising Zan: The Samurai Gunman September 1999 89% Емі Zone | September 1999 41% 


what do all those numbers mean? 


J 98-100% 90-97% 80-89% 70-79% 0-69% 
The ultimate gaming "Ма du/ games each caries our Good games, butlacking Mediocre titles that Tin games are to be avoided 
experience. edilor’s sea, of approve. and are n some area, only for Suffer from some serious at all costs, Only die-hard 


recommended for fans of fhatgenre fans of that style of game. flaws, Rent = don't buy. gamers would buy these. 
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It is Monday, September 20, 1999 and | have just come back from Japan. Of course, | was there 
to see the unveiling of the second coming from Sony. Playstation. as it has been, and will now officially 
be called, was demonstrated to the Japanese press and a dozen ог so Americans that were lucky enough 
to be in the Land of the Rising Sun, to witness the event. This wasn't hype; it was hands-on time with 
an actual development station and the PS2 was there іп the flesh-(well, actually black plastic). Ken Kutaragi 
and his team have been thinking light years beyond the competition-and have delivered what I believe to: 
be the ultimate home entertainment system: Think about it: within four years, PS2 will have an installed base 
in the US of over 20 million users — penetrating into 1/3 of the households in America. There is no way that 
DVD players; at their current price, are going to make this kind of inroad into the living room, nor will any 
competing video garme system. And, even at reduced prices, they are not going to get into homes quicker 
than PS2,Why buy а DVD player at $300 when you can get a DVD player AND PS2 for the same money? 
Of course, this doesn't even begin to consider the fact that PS2 is the most sophisticated video game platform, 
that the world has yet to sehe possibilities seem almost limitless. Imagine “А Bugs Life" or “Toy Story 2” being 
developed for the big screen and the interactive screen at the same time, with the same assets. What you watch 
in the theater you can play at home — with the same rich detail and graphic excitement. All you have to do Is 
look at GT 2000, Dark Cloud, Tekken Tag Tournament, The Bouncer, etc., to get an idea of what | am talking about. 
Heck, you could buy the DVD and get a playable demo of the game, or the additional elements that were developed: 
for the game could be carried over into the next movie. Will it happen? і don't know, but it is now technically possible. 
if you-are Sega (or Nintendo), how do you compete with this? | am sure that most of you are aware of the technical: 
problems associated with the Dreamcast launch, bad, very bad. When your ability to compete is already limited by: 
your economic.and technical position, a shoddy launch, replete with software and (if you believe what is being 
posted on the internet) hardware bugs, is virtual strike three. Personally, | have had NFL 2K crash on me after three 
quarters of play on three different-occasions, always preceded by random sound effect glitches, Hydro Thunder 
won't work with the VGA adapter (although all of the other games from Midway will) and it gives you a message 
telling you зови haven't been able to save to the VMU (the $25 add-on that NFL 2K fills up all by itself). So, what | 
said would happen has come to pass:the Dreamcast is nothing more than a gotta-have-everything gamer's stop-gap until 
PS2 arrives. Mark my words; you will start te see all of the video game magazines drop the Dreamcast like a hot potato. 
There is a new hardware story to tell and it / s far more interesting. The PS2 sets a new technical standard that is unlikely 
to be bettered by any of its.competition, with DVD and backward compatibility for all of the existing PlayStation 
households, and games from all of the world's top publishers; all bringing rae to one undeniable conclusion... PS2 is 
the future of home entertainment. Turn out the lights... the party's over! 
г 


- Dave 
dwinding@quake.net 
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We owe you some serious apologies this issue. Due to time 
constraints and the last-minute PlayStation 2 information from Japan, 
some of the articles, features and walk-throughs we were working 
\ on had to be left on the cutting room floor What would you rather 
Эруго 1: Riptos have, eight pages packed with first-hand PlayStation 2 specs, games, Gran Тигізте,2 

à screen shots, publishers, developers and information, or eight pages 
of a walkthrough that you can get on the net? 
That's what we thought. In any event, we promise 
to include all of the relevant stuff next issue, as 
well as even more PS2 tidbits and goodies now. 
that the floodgates have been busted wide open. 
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and games! 
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